
Wednesday, December 14, 2022:   

   OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER      

O God, open our lips, 

and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.  

From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

we praise your name, O God.   

 

   REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM  

By Word and water God renews us this day  

in the living fountain of God’s grace, 

and raises us with Christ Jesus  

to live a new life in the Spirit.    * OSL 

 Satisfy us in the morning  

     with your steadfast love, O God,  

that we may sing for joy  

and be glad all our days.     

 

 

   MORNING CANTICLE - The Second Song of Isaiah 

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found;  

    call upon him when he draws near.  

Let the wicked forsake their ways  

    and the evil ones their thoughts;  

 

And let them turn to the Lord,  

  and he will have compassion,  

      and to our God, for he will richly pardon.  

For my thoughts are not your thoughts,  

    nor your ways my ways, says the Lord.  

For as the heavens are higher than the earth,  

    so are my ways higher than your ways,  

    and my thoughts than your thoughts.  

For as rain and snow fall from the heavens  

    and return not again, but water the earth,  

Bringing forth life and giving growth,   

    seed for sowing and bread for eating,  

So is my word that goes forth from my mouth;  

    it will not return to me empty;  

But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, 

    and prosper in that for which I sent it.    Isaiah 55:6-11 

   

 

   MORNING PRAYER 

  The Holy One be with you; 

    And also with you.  

Let us pray:  
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Dawn from on high, 

Your light illumines all our days. 

Awaken us to your visitations throughout this day. 

Be merciful in us for the sake of others. 

Make us fearless when confronting injustice and 

need, that we may give you glory in the power of the 

Spirit.  Amen.    * For All the Saints 

  
 

 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  
 
 

  Psalm 119:49-72   NRSV    

The earth, O LORD, is full of your steadfast love; 

    teach me your statutes. 

Remember your word to your servant, 

    in which you have made me hope. 

50 This is my comfort in my distress, 

    that your promise gives me life. 

51 The arrogant utterly deride me, 

    but I do not turn away from your law. 

52 When I think of your ordinances from of old, 

    I take comfort, O LORD. 

53 Hot indignation seizes me because of the wicked, 

    those who forsake your law. 

54 Your statutes have been my songs 

    wherever I make my home. 

55 I remember your name in the night, O LORD, 

    and keep your law. 

56 This blessing has fallen to me, 

    for I have kept your precepts. 

57 The LORD is my portion; 

    I promise to keep your words. 

58 I implore your favor with all my heart; 

    be gracious to me according to your promise. 

59 When I think of your ways, 

    I turn my feet to your decrees; 

60 I hurry and do not delay 

    to keep your commandments. 

61 Though the cords of the wicked ensnare me, 

    I do not forget your law. 

62 At midnight I rise to praise you, 

    because of your righteous ordinances. 

63 I am a companion of all who fear you, 

    of those who keep your precepts. 

64 The earth, O LORD, is full of your steadfast love; 

    teach me your statutes. 
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65 You have dealt well with your servant, 

    O LORD, according to your word. 

66 Teach me good judgment and knowledge, 

    for I believe in your commandments. 

67 Before I was humbled I went astray, 

    but now I keep your word. 

68 You are good and do good; 

    teach me your statutes. 

69 The arrogant smear me with lies, 

    but with my whole heart I keep your precepts. 

70 Their hearts are fat and gross, 

    but I delight in your law. 

71 It is good for me that I was humbled, 

    so that I might learn your statutes. 

72 The law of your mouth is better to me 

    than thousands of gold and silver pieces. 

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.  

The earth, O LORD, is full of your steadfast love; 

    teach me your statutes. 

 

 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

    1st  READING:  2 Peter 2:1-10     NRSV 

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as 

there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly 

bring in destructive opinions. They will even deny the 

Master who bought them—bringing swift destruction on 

themselves. 2Even so, many will follow their licentious 

ways, and because of these teachers the way of truth will 

be maligned. 3And in their greed they will exploit you with 

deceptive words. Their condemnation, pronounced 

against them long ago, has not been idle, and their 

destruction is not asleep.  

4 For if God did not spare the angels when they sinned, 

but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of 

deepest darkness to be kept until the judgement; 5and if 

he did not spare the ancient world, even though he saved 

Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven others, when 

he brought a flood on a world of the ungodly; 6and if by 

turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he 

condemned them to extinction and made them an 

example of what is coming to the ungodly; 7and if he 

rescued Lot, a righteous man greatly distressed by the 

licentiousness of the lawless 8(for that righteous man, 

living among them day after day, was tormented in his 
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righteous soul by their lawless deeds that he saw and 

heard), 9then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly 

from trial, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment 

until the day of judgement 10—especially those who 

indulge their flesh in depraved lust, and who despise 

authority. 

Bold and willful, they are not afraid to slander the glorious 

ones,  

Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 
  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  
 
 
 
 
   GOSPEL:  Mark 1:1-8    NRSV 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son 

of God.  

2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,  

   who will prepare your way;  

3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

   “Prepare the way of the Lord, 

   make his paths straight” ’,  

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and 

all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 

were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 

sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 

leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 

honey. 7He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful 

than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down 

and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you 

with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’  

Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 
 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  
 
 
 
 Canticle of Zechariah 

We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,  

for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage. 

You have brought forth a strong Deliverer  
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in the house of your child David.  

This is what your holy prophets announced:  

deliverance from enemies and from the hand  

       of all who hate us;  

mercy among our ancestors,  

and remembrance of your holy covenant.  

This is the promise you swore  

        to our ancestor, Abraham,  

to make us unafraid,  

to rescue us from our enemies,  

to serve before you, holy and just,  

all the days of our lives. 

And this, my little child,  

shall be called prophet of the Most High,  

going before you, Adonai, to prepare your paths,  

making your people know deliverance  

by the forgiveness of their sins.  

Through your merciful compassions, God our God,  

the dawn from on high shall visit us,  

to shine on those kept in dungeons  

         and the shadows of death  

and to guide our feet onto the path of peace.     

   Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  

   one God, now and forever, Amen.  

   THE APOSTLE’S CREED   

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ,   

his only Son, our Lord; 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  the third day he rose from the dead; 

  he ascended into heaven,  

  and sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty. 

  From there he shall come again to judge 

  the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  
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   PRAYERS 

 The Holy One be with you,  

      and also with you. 

 

 Let us pray:  (stop and pray for those on your heart today) 

  PRAYER FOR RECOVERY OF SICKNESS 

O God, the strength of the weak and the comfort of 

sufferers:  Mercifully accept our prayers, and grant to 

those we pray for this day, the help of your power, that 

their sickness may be turned into health, and our 

sorrow into joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

  PRAYERS FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Almighty God our heavenly Father, send down upon those 

who hold office in this State of New Jersey, the spirit of 

wisdom, charity, and justice; that with steadfast purpose 

they may faithfully serve in their offices to promote the well-

being of all people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

  PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH  

Gracious Father, we pray for your holy Catholic 

Church. Fill it with all truth, in all truth with all peace. 

Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct 

it; where in anything it is amiss, reform it. Where it is 

right, strengthen it; where it is in want, provide for it; 

where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of Jesus 

Christ your Son our Savior. Amen. 

 

 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  

and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours  

now and forever. Amen.  

 

  COLLECT OF THE WEEK    

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come 

among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our 
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sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and 

deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with 

you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for 

ever. Amen. 

 

 
 

   PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time 

with one accord to make our common supplication to 

you; and you have promised through your well-

beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 

together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: 

Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may 

be best for us; granting us in this world, knowledge 

of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

   CONCLUDING PRAYER   

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, 

You have brought us in safety to this new day:  

preserve us with your mighty power,  

that we may not fall into sin,  

nor be overcome by adversity; 

and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    

 

 

  BLESSING  

The amazing grace of the Master, Jesus Christ, the 

extravagant love of God, and the intimate friendship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with all of you.  Amen. 
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Morning Prayer 

 
A ministry of the faithful at 

Elwood United Methodist Church 

 
Unless otherwise noted, prayers used in morning prayer recordings are from  

the Book of Common Prayer under public domain. 

 

All biographical information and prayers cited * For All the Saints are; 

“Reprinted from For All the Saints: A Calendar of  Commemorations for  

United Methodists, 2nd edition, editor Heather Josselyn-Cranson,  

© 2013 by the Order of Saint  Luke. Used by permission.” 

 

All prayers cited * OSL are; 

“Reprinted from The Book of OFFICES and SERVICES of The Order of  

Saint Luke,  © 2012 by The Order of Saint Luke. 

Used by permission of OSL Publications.” 

 

All collects cited * Holy Women, Holy Men are reprinted from 

Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the Saints 

Copyright © 2010 by The Church Pension Fund 

 

All collects cited * Lesser Feasts and Fasts are reprinted from 

Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2006 

Copyright © 2010 by The Church Pension Fund 

 

Video credit:  SIMPLE CREATIONS by Joe Hackney 

 

 

 


