Saturday, September 24, 2022

* OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER
O God, open our lips,
and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.
From the rising of the sun to its setting,

we praise your name, O God.

* REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM
By Word and water God renews us this day
in the living fountain of God’s grace,
and raises us with Christ Jesus
to live a new life in the Spirit. *OSL
Satisfy us in the morning
with your steadfast love, O God,

that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.

* MORNING CANTICLE OF WISDOM
Wisdom has built her house, setting up seven pillars.
She has prepared the food and wine and set her table.
She has sent out her servants
to call out from the Heights above the city:
“Let those who want enlightenment come.
Come, taste my bread and drink my spiced wine.

Give up your foolishness and live,
And walk the path of understanding.”
If you are wise, your reward is wisdom;
If you teach the just, they grow in understanding.
Wisdom begins with reverence for God,

and knowledge of the holy one is insight.
* OSL

* MORNING PRAYER
The Holy One* be with you;

And also with you.

Let us pray:

Oh God, The Holy Spirit,

come to us, and among us;

come as the wind, and cleanse us;

come as the fire, and burn;

come as the dew, and refresh;

convict, convert, and consecrate many hearts and lives to
our great good and to your greater glory;

and this we ask for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen
[UM Book of Worship.]
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* Psalm 90 NRsv

So teach us to count our days
that we may gain a wise heart.
Lord, you have been our dwelling place
in all generations.
2 Before the mountains were brought forth,
or ever you had formed the earth and the world,

from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

3You turn us back to dust,
and say, “Turn back, you mortals.”
4 For a thousand years in your sight
are like yesterday when it is past,

or like a watch in the night.

>You sweep them away; they are like a dream,
like grass that is renewed in the morning;
6in the morning it flourishes and is renewed;

in the evening it fades and withers.

" For we are consumed by your anger;
by your wrath we are overwhelmed.
8You have set our iniquities before you,

our secret sins in the light of your countenance.

9 For all our days pass away under your wrath;
our years come to an end like a sigh.

10 The days of our life are seventy years,
or perhaps eighty, if we are strong;

even then their span is only toil and trouble;

they are soon gone, and we fly away.

1'Who considers the power of your anger?
Your wrath is as great as the fear that is due you.
1250 teach us to count our days

that we may gain a wise heatrt.

B3 Turn, O Lorbp! How long?
Have compassion on your servants!
14 gatisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,
so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
15 Make us glad as many days as you have afflicted us,
and as many years as we have seen evil.
16| et your work be manifest to your servants,
and your glorious power to their children.
17 et the favor of the Lord our God be upon us,
and prosper for us the work of our hands—

O prosper the work of our hands!

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.
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So teach us to count our days

that we may gain a wise heart.

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* 1St READING: Acts 20:1-16 NRSV

After the uproar had ceased, Paul sent for the disciples;
and after encouraging them and saying farewell, he left for
Macedonia. 2When he had gone through those regions
and had given the believers much encouragement, he
came to Greece, 3where he stayed for three months. He
was about to set sail for Syria when a plot was made
against him by the Jews, and so he decided to return
through Macedonia. “He was accompanied by Sopater
son of Pyrrhus from Beroea, by Aristarchus and Secundus
from Thessalonica, by Gaius from Derbe, and by Timothy,
as well as by Tychicus and Trophimus from Asia. >They
went ahead and were waiting for us in Troas; Sbut we
sailed from Philippi after the days of Unleavened Bread,
and in five days we joined them in Troas, where we

stayed for seven days.

7 On the first day of the week, when we met to break
bread, Paul was holding a discussion with them; since he
intended to leave the next day, he continued speaking
until midnight. 8There were many lamps in the room
upstairs where we were meeting. °’A young man named
Eutychus, who was sitting in the window, began to sink off
into a deep sleep while Paul talked still longer. Overcome
by sleep, he fell to the ground three floors below and was
picked up dead. 1°But Paul went down, and bending over
him took him in his arms, and said, ‘Do not be alarmed,
for his life is in him.” 1'Then Paul went upstairs, and after
he had broken bread and eaten, he continued to converse
with them until dawn; then he left. 12Meanwhile they had
taken the boy away alive and were not a little comforted.

13 We went ahead to the ship and set sail for Assos,
intending to take Paul on board there; for he had made
this arrangement, intending to go by land himself. 1*When
he met us in Assos, we took him on board and went to
Mitylene. ®We sailed from there, and on the following day
we arrived opposite Chios. The next day we touched at
Samos, and the day after that we came to Miletus. ®For
Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he might
not have to spend time in Asia; he was eager to be in

Jerusalem, if possible, on the day of Pentecost.
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Holy wisdom, holy word. leaving them. 43But he said to them, ‘| must proclaim the
Thanks be to God! good news of the kingdom of God to the other cities also;
for | was sent for this purpose.’ “4So he continued

proclaiming the message in the synagogues of Judea.

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* GOSPEL: Luke 4:38-44 NRsv

38 After leaving the synagogue he entered Simon’s house.

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION
Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering from a high

fever, and they asked him about her. **Then he stood

over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her.
* CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH

Immediately she got up and began to serve them.
We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,

40 i
As the sun was setting, all those who had any who for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage.

were sick with various kinds of diseases brought them to You have brought forth a strong De-liverer

him; and he laid his hands on each of them and cured in the house of vour child David.

41 H ‘
them. “'Demons also came out of many, shouting, ‘You This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:

are the Son of God!’ But he rebuked them and would not deliverance from enemies and from the hand

allow them to speak, because they knew that he was the of all who hate us:

Messiah. mercy a-mong our ancestors,

42 At daybreak he departed and went into a deserted and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant.
place. And the crowds were looking for him; and when This is the promise you swore

they reached him, they wanted to prevent him from to our an-cestor, Abraham,
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to make us un-a-fraid, And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;
to rescue us from our enemies, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
to serve before you, holy and just, born of the virgin Mary,
all the days of our lives. suffered under Pontius Pilate,
And this, my little child, was crucified, died, and was buried;
shall be called prophet of the Most High, the third day he rose from the dead;
going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths, he ascended into heaven,
making your people know de-liverance and sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty.
by the forgiveness of their sins. From there he shall come again to judge
Through your merciful compassions, God our God, the living and the dead.
the dawn from on high shall visit us, | believe in the Holy Spirit,
to shine on those kept in dungeons the holy catholic Church,
and the shadows of death the communion of saints,
and to guide our feet onto the path of peace. the forgiveness of sins,

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed, the resurrection of the body,

one God. now and for-ever. A-men and the life everlasting. Amen.

* SILENCE FOR REEFLECTION * SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* THE APOSTLE’S CREED * PRAYERS

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, The Holy One be with you,

maker of heaven and earth. and also with you.
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Let us pray: (stop and pray for those on your heart today)

* FOR THOSE WHO MOURN

Gracious God, as your son wept with Mary and

Martha at the tomb of Lazarus, look with compassion
this day on those who grieve. Grant them the
assurance of your presence now and faith in your
eternal goodness, that in them may be fulfilled the
promise that those who mourn shall be comforted;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

* FOR THE UNEMPLOYED
Heavenly Father, we remember before you those who

suffer want and anxiety from lack of work. Guide the people
of this land so to use our public and private wealth that all
may find suitable and fulfilling employment, and receive just
payment for their labor; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

* PRAYERS FOR UNITY OF THE CHURCH

O God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, our only
Savior, the Prince of Peace: Give us grace seriously

to lay to heart the great dangers we are in by our

unhappy divisions; take away all hatred and
prejudice, and whatever else may hinder us from
godly union and harmony; that, as there is but one
Body and one Spirit, one hope of our calling, one
Lord, one Faith, one Baptism, one God and Father of
us all, so we may be all of one heart and of one soul,
united in one holy bond of truth and peace, of faith
and charity, and may with one mind and one mouth

glorify you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

* A COLLECT FOR SATURDAYS

Almighty God, who after the creation of the world rested

from all your works and sanctified a day of rest for all your
creatures: Grant that we, putting away all earthly
anxieties, may be duly prepared for the service of your
sanctuary, and that our rest here upon earth may be a
preparation for the eternal rest promised to your people in

heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

* THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,
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your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.

* COLLECT OF THE WEEK

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but
to love things heavenly; and even now, while we are placed
among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those
that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever

and ever. Amen.

* PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time
with one accord to make our common supplication to
you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them:
Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may
be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.

Amen.

* CONCLUDING PRAYER
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father,
You have brought us in safety to this new day:
preserve us with your mighty power,
that we may not fall into sin,
nor be overcome by adversity;
and in all we do direct us
to the fulfilling of your purpose,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

* BLESSING
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

Amen.
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