Friday, September 23, 2022

* OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER
O God, open our lips,

and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.

From the rising of the sun to its setting,

we praise your name, O God.

* REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM
By Word and water God renews us this day
in the living fountain of God’s grace,
and raises us with Christ Jesus
to live a new life in the Spirit.
Satisfy us in the morning
with your steadfast love, O God,

*OSL

that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.

* MORNING CANTICLE - The First Song of Isaiah

Surely, it is God who saves me;

| will trust in him and not be afraid.

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense,

and he will be my Savior.
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing

from the springs of salvation.

And on that day you shall say,

Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;
Make his deeds known among the peoples;

see that they remember that his Name is exalted.
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great
things, and this is known in all the world.
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy,

for the great one in the midst of you

is the Holy One of Israel. Isaiah 12:2-6

* MORNING PRAYER
The Holy One* be with you;
And also with you.

Let us pray:

New every morning is your love, great God of light,
and all day long you are working for good in the world.
Stir up in us desire to serve you, to live peacefully with
our neighbors, and to devote each day to your Son, our

Savior, Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.



* Psalm 88 NRsv

O LORD, God of my salvation,

at night, I cry out in your presence.

O Lorb, God of my salvation,
when, at night, | cry out in your presence,
2 let my prayer come before you;

incline your ear to my cry.

3 For my soul is full of troubles,
and my life draws near to Sheol.

41 am counted among those who go down to the Pit;
| am like those who have no help,

5 like those forsaken among the dead,
like the slain that lie in the grave,

like those whom you remember no more,
for they are cut off from your hand.

6You have put me in the depths of the Pit,
in the regions dark and deep.

"Your wrath lies heavy upon me,

and you overwhelm me with all your waves. Selah

8You have caused my companions to shun me;
you have made me a thing of horror to them.

| am shut in so that | cannot escape;

9 my eye grows dim through sorrow.

Every day | call on you, O LORD;

| spread out my hands to you.
10 Do you work wonders for the dead?
Do the shades rise up to praise you? Selah
1s your steadfast love declared in the grave,
or your faithfulness in Abaddon?
12 Are your wonders known in the darkness,

or your saving help in the land of forgetfulness?

13But I, O LoRD, cry out to you;
in the morning my prayer comes before you.
14O Lorp, why do you cast me off?
Why do you hide your face from me?
SWretched and close to death from my youth up,
| suffer your terrors; | am desperate.
16 'Your wrath has swept over me;
your dread assaults destroy me.
" They surround me like a flood all day long;
from all sides they close in on me.
18You have caused friend and neighbor to shun me;

my companions are in darkness.

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.

O LORD, God of my salvation,

at night, I cry out in your presence.



* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* 1ST READING: Acts 19:21-41 Nrsv

21 Now after these things had been accomplished, Paul
resolved in the Spirit to go through Macedonia and Achaia,
and then to go on to Jerusalem. He said, ‘After | have gone
there, | must also see Rome.’ ?2So he sent two of his
helpers, Timothy and Erastus, to Macedonia, while he
himself stayed for some time longer in Asia.

23 About that time no little disturbance broke out concerning
the Way. 2*A man named Demetrius, a silversmith who
made silver shrines of Artemis, brought no little business to
the artisans. 2°These he gathered together, with the workers
of the same trade, and said, ‘Men, you know that we get our
wealth from this business. 26You also see and hear that not
only in Ephesus but in almost the whole of Asia this Paul has
persuaded and drawn away a considerable number of
people by saying that gods made with hands are not gods.
2TAnd there is danger not only that this trade of ours may
come into disrepute but also that the temple of the great
goddess Artemis will be scorned, and she will be deprived of

her majesty that brought all Asia and the world to worship

’

her.

28 When they heard this, they were enraged and shouted,
‘Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!’ 2°The city was filled with
the confusion; and people rushed together to the theatre,
dragging with them Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians
who were Paul’s travelling-companions. *°Paul wished to go
into the crowd, but the disciples would not let him; 3leven
some officials of the province of Asia, who were friendly to
him, sent him a message urging him not to venture into the
theatre. *>Meanwhile, some were shouting one thing, some
another; for the assembly was in confusion, and most of
them did not know why they had come together. 3¥Some of
the crowd gave instructions to Alexander, whom the Jews
had pushed forward. And Alexander motioned for silence
and tried to make a defense before the people. 3*But when
they recognized that he was a Jew, for about two hours all of
them shouted in unison, ‘Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!’
35But when the town clerk had quietened the crowd, he said,
‘Citizens of Ephesus, who is there that does not know that
the city of the Ephesians is the temple-keeper of the great
Artemis and of the statue that fell from heaven? 3¢Since
these things cannot be denied, you ought to be quiet and do
nothing rash. 3’You have brought these men here who are

neither temple-robbers nor blasphemers of our goddess. *if



therefore Demetrius and the artisans with him have a
complaint against anyone, the courts are open, and there
are proconsuls; let them bring charges there against one
another. *If there is anything further you want to know, it
must be settled in the regular assembly. “°For we are in
danger of being charged with rioting today, since there is no
cause that we can give to justify this commotion.” “*When he

had said this, he dismissed the assembly.

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* GOSPEL READING: Luke 4:31-37 NRsv

31 He went down to Capernaum, a city in Galilee, and was
teaching them on the sabbath. 3°They were astounded at his
teaching, because he spoke with authority. 33In the
synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean
demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, 3*Let us alone!
What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you
come to destroy us? | know who you are, the Holy One of

God.’ 3°But Jesus rebuked him, saying, ‘Be silent, and come

out of him!” When the demon had thrown him down before
them, he came out of him without having done him any
harm. 3¢They were all amazed and kept saying to one
another, ‘What kind of utterance is this? For with authority
and power he commands the unclean spirits, and out they
come!’ 3’And a report about him began to reach every place

in the region.

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH
We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,
for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage.
You have brought forth a strong De-liverer
in the house of your child David.
This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:
deliverance from enemies and from the hand
of all who hate us;
mercy a-mong our ancestors,
and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant.

This is the promise you swore to our an-cestor, Abraham,



to make us un-a-fraid, And in Jesus Christ,

to rescue us from our enemies, his only Son, our Lord;

to serve before you, holy and just, all the days of our lives. who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
And this, my little child, born of the virgin Mary,
shall be called prophet of the Most High, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths, was crucified, died, and was buried;
making your people know de-liverance the third day he rose from the dead;
by the forgiveness of their sins. he ascended into heaven,

Through your merciful compassions, God our God, and sits at the right hand

the dawn from on high shall visit us, of the Father Almighty.

to shine on those kept in dungeons From there he shall come again to judge

and the shadows of death the living and the dead.
and to guide our feet onto the path of peace. LUKE 1:68-79 | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed, the communion of saints,
one God, now and for-ever, A-men. the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.
* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* THE APOSTLE’S CREED * SILENCE FOR REFLECTION
| believe in God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth. *» PRAYERS




The Holy One be with you,
and also with you.

Let us pray: (stop and pray for those on your heart today)

* PRAYERS FOR STRENGTH AND CONFIDENCE

Heavenly Father, giver of life and health: Comfort and relieve

your sick servants, and give your power of healing to those
who minister to their needs, that those for whom our prayers
are offered may be strengthened in their weakness and have
confidence in your loving care; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

* PRAYERS FOR THE GREATER NJ CONFERENCE

O God, by your grace you have called us in this Greater New

Jersey Conference to a sizable fellowship of faith. Bless
Bishop Schol, our District Superintendents, other clergy, and
all our people. Grant that your Word may be truly preached
and truly heard, your Sacraments faithfully administered and
faithfully received. By your Spirit, fashion our lives according

to the example of your Son, and grant that we may show the

power of your love to all among whom we live; through

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. BCP — adapted

* PRAYERS FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may

so move every human heart, and especially the hearts of
the people of this land, that barriers which divide us
may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease;
that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice

and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

* THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.



For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.

* COLLECT FOR FRIDAY
Lord Jesus Christ, by your death you took away the sting of

death: Grant to us your servants so to follow in faith where
you have led the way, that we may at length fall asleep
peacefully in you and wake up in your likeness; for your

tender mercies' sake. Amen.

* COLLECT OF THE WEEK

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to
love things heavenly; and even now, while we are placed
among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that
shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen.

* PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with

one accord to make our common supplication to you;

and you have promised through your well-beloved Son
that when two or three are gathered together in his
Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O
Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us;
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

* CONCLUDING PRAYER
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father,
You have brought us in safety to this new day:
preserve us with your mighty power,
that we may not fall into sin,
nor be overcome by adversity;
and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

~ BLESSING
May God strengthen you in your inner selves from the riches
of his glory through the Spirit, and may Christ live in your

hearts through faith. Amen.
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