Wednesday, August 10, 2022: And let them turn to the Lord,

+ OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER and he will have compassion,

O God, open our lips and to our God, for he will richly pardon.

and our mouths shall proclaim your praise. For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

From the rising of the sun to its setting, nor your ways my ways, says the Lord.

we praise your name, O God. For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways,

+ REMEMBRANCE OE BAPTISM and my thoughts than your thoughts.

By Word and water God renews us this day For as rain and snow fall from the heavens

in the living fountain of God's grace and return not again, but water the earth,

and raises us with Christ Jesus Bringing forth life and giving growth,

to live a new life in the Spirit. *OSL seed for sowing and bread for eating,

Satisfy us in the morning So is my word that goes forth from my mouth;

with your steadfast love, O God, it will not return to me empty;

that we may sing for joy But it will accomplish that which | have purposed,

and be glad all our days and prosper in that for which | sent it.  isaiah 55:6-11

* MORNING CANTICLE - The Second Song of Isaiah » MORNING PRAYER

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; The Holy One be with you;
call upon him when he draws near. And also with you.
Let the wicked forsake their ways

Let us pray:
and the evil ones their thoughts;
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Dawn from on high,

Your light illumines all our days.

Awaken us to your visitations throughout this day.
Be merciful in us for the sake of others.

Make us fearless when confronting injustice and
need, that we may give you glory in the power of the

Spirit. Amen. * For All the Saints

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

PSALM 101 NRsv
| will look with favor on the faithful in the land,

so that they may live with me;

L1 will sing of loyalty and of justice;
to you, O LORD, | will sing.
2 | will study the way that is blameless.

When shall | attain it?

| will walk with integrity of heart
within my house;
31 will not set before my eyes

anything that is base.

| hate the work of those who fall away;
it shall not cling to me.
4 Perverseness of heart shall be far from me;

I will know nothing of evil.

5> One who secretly slanders a neighbor
| will destroy.
A haughty look and an arrogant heart

| will not tolerate.

6| will look with favor on the faithful in the land,
so that they may live with me;
whoever walks in the way that is blameless

shall minister to me.

”No one who practices deceit
shall remain in my house;
no one who utters lies

shall continue in my presence.

8 Morning by morning | will destroy
all the wicked in the land,
cutting off all evildoers

from the city of the LORD.

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.
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| will look with favor on the faithful in the land,
so that they may live with me;

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* 15t READING: Acts 6:1-15 cev

A lot of people were now becoming followers of the Lord.
But some of the ones who spoke Greek started
complaining about the ones who spoke Aramaic. They
complained that the Greek-speaking widows were not
given their share when the food supplies were handed out

each day.

2 The twelve apostles called the whole group of followers
together and said, “We should not give up preaching
God's message in order to serve at tables. 3 My friends,
choose seven men who are respected and wise and filled
with God's Spirit. We will put them in charge of these
things. 4 We can spend our time praying and serving God
by preaching.”

5 This suggestion pleased everyone, and they began by

choosing Stephen. He had great faith and was filled with

the Holy Spirit. Then they chose Philip, Prochorus,
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and also Nicolaus, who
worshiped with the Jewish people in Antioch. ¢ These men
were brought to the apostles. Then the apostles prayed
and placed their hands on the men to show they had been
chosen to do this work. 7 God's message spread, and
many more people in Jerusalem became followers. Even

a large number of priests put their faith in the Lord.

8 God gave Stephen the power to work great miracles and
wonders among the people. ° But some men from Cyrene
and Alexandria were members of a group who called
themselves “Free Men.” They started arguing with
Stephen. Some others from Cilicia and Asia also argued
with him. 10 But they were no match for Stephen, who
spoke with the great wisdom that the Spirit gave him.

11 S0 they talked some men into saying, “We heard

Stephen say terrible things against Moses and God!”

12 They turned the people and their leaders and the
teachers of the Law of Moses against Stephen. Then they

all grabbed him and dragged him in front of the council.

13 Some men agreed to tell lies about Stephen, and they
said, “This man keeps on saying terrible things about this

holy temple and the Law of Moses. *We have heard him
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claim that Jesus from Nazareth will destroy this place and
change the customs Moses gave us.” ° Then all the
council members stared at Stephen. They saw that his

face looked like the face of an angel.

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

GOSPEL: John 4:1-26 cEev

Jesus knew that the Pharisees had heard that he was
winning and baptizing more followers than John was. ? But
Jesus' disciples were really the ones doing the baptizing,
and not Jesus himself.

3 Jesus left Judea and started for Galilee again. 4 This time
he had to go through Samaria, > and on his way he came
to the town of Sychar. It was near the field that Jacob had
long ago given to his son Joseph. &8 The well that Jacob
had dug was still there, and Jesus sat down beside it
because he was tired from traveling. It was noon, and

after Jesus' disciples had gone into town to buy some

food, a Samaritan woman came to draw water from the

well.

Jesus asked her, “Would you please give me a drink of

water?”

9 “You are a Jew,” she replied, “and | am a Samaritan
woman. How can you ask me for a drink of water when
Jews and Samaritans won't have anything to do with each

other?”

10 Jesus answered, “You don't know what God wants to
give you, and you don't know who is asking you for a
drink. If you did, you would ask me for the water that gives

life.”

11“Sir,” the woman said, “you don't even have a bucket,
and the well is deep. Where are you going to get this life-
giving water? 2 Our ancestor Jacob dug this well for us,
and his family and animals got water from it. Are you

greater than Jacob?”

13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will
get thirsty again. ** But no one who drinks the water | give
will ever be thirsty again. The water | give will become in

that person a flowing fountain that gives eternal life.”



8/10/22

15The woman replied, “Sir, please give me a drink of that
water! Then | won't get thirsty and have to come to this

well again.”
16 Jesus told her, “Go and bring your husband.”
17-18 The woman answered, “| don't have a husband.”

“That's right,” Jesus replied, “you're telling the truth. You
don't have a husband. You have already been married
five times, and the man you are now living with isn't your
husband.”

19 The woman said, “Sir, | can see that you are a prophet.
20 My ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews

say Jerusalem is the only place to worship.”
21 Jesus said to her:

Believe me, the time is coming when you won't worship
the Father either on this mountain or in Jerusalem. 22 You
Samaritans don't really know the one you worship. But we
Jews do know the God we worship, and by using us, God
will save the world. 22 But a time is coming, and it is
already here! Even now the true worshipers are being led
by the Spirit to worship the Father according to the truth.

These are the ones the Father is seeking to worship him.

24 God is Spirit, and those who worship God must be led
by the Spirit to worship him according to the truth.

25The woman said, “l know that the Messiah will come.
He is the one we call Christ. When he comes, he will

explain everything to us.”

26“] am that one,” Jesus told her, “and | am speaking to

you now.”

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* Canticle of Zechariah

We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,
for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage.
You have brought forth a strong De-liverer
in the house of your child David.
This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:
deliverance from enemies and from the hand
of all who hate us;
mercy a-mong our ancestors,

and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant.
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This is the promise you swore And in Jesus Christ,
to our an-cestor, Abraham, his only Son, our Lord;
to make us un-a-fraid, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
to rescue us from our enemies, born of the virgin Mary,
to serve before you, holy and just, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
all the days of our lives. was crucified, died, and was buried;
And this, my little child, the third day he rose from the dead;
shall be called prophet of the Most High, he ascended into heaven,
going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths, and sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty.
making your people know de-liverance From there he shall come again to judge
by the forgiveness of their sins. the living and the dead.
Through your merciful compassions, God our God, | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the dawn from on high shall visit us, the holy catholic Church,
to shine on those kept in dungeons the communion of saints,
and the shadows of death the forgiveness of sins,
and to guide our feet onto the path of peace. the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.
* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.

* PRAYERS
The Holy One be with you,

* THE APOSTLE’S CREED
| believe in God,
the Father Almighty, and also with you.

maker of heaven and earth.
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Let us pray: (stop and pray for those on your heart today) To the President and members of the Cabinet, to
Governors of States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in

+ PRAYER FOR RECOVERY OF SICKNESS administrative authority, grant wisdom and grace in the

O God, the strength of the weak and the comfort of

exercise of their duties.

sufferers: Mercifully accept our prayers, and grant to Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

those we pray for this day, the help of your power, that To Senators and Representatives, and those who make

their sickness may be turned into health, and our . . .
y our laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give courage,

sorrow into joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. wisdom, and foresight to provide for the needs of all our
people, and to fulfill our obligations in the community of

nations.
* PRAYERS FOR OUR ENEMIES

O God, the Father of all, whose Son commanded us to

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

love our enemies: Lead them and us from prejudice to
truth: deliver them and us from hatred, cruelty, and

revenge; and in your good time enable us all to stand
reconciled before you, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

* FOR SOUND GOVERNMENT
O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that

we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a
blessing to other nations of the earth.

Lord, keep this nation under your care.

To the Judges and officers of our Courts give
understanding and integrity, that human rights may be
safeguarded and justice served.

Give grace to your servants, O Lord.

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and
to accept their responsibilities to their fellow citizens, that
they may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise
decisions for the well-being of our society; that we may
serve you faithfully in our generation and honor your holy
Name. For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are

exalted as head above all. Amen.
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* THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.

* COLLECT OF THE WEEK

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always
those things that are right, that we, who cannot exist
without you, may by you be enabled to live according to
your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen.

*

PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time

with one accord to make our common supplication
to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered
together in his Name you will be in the midst of
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions
as may be best for us; granting us in this world,
knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life

everlasting. Amen.

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father,

You have brought us in safety to this new day:

preserve us with your mighty power,

that we may not fall into sin,

nor be overcome by adversity;

and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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* BLESSING Morning Prayer
The amazing grace of the Master, Jesus Christ, the
extravagant love of God, and the intimate friendship of the A ministry of the faithful at
Holy Spirit, be with all of you. Amen. Elwood United Methodist Church
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