Wednesday, April 20, 2022: And let them turn to the Lord,

+ OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER and he will have compassion,

O God, open our lips and to our God, for he will richly pardon.

and our mouths shall proclaim your praise. For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

From the rising of the sun to its setting, nor your ways my ways, says the Lord.

we praise your name, O God. For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways,

+ REMEMBRANCE OE BAPTISM and my thoughts than your thoughts.

By Word and water God renews us this day For as rain and snow fall from the heavens

in the living fountain of God's grace and return not again, but water the earth,

and raises us with Christ Jesus Bringing forth life and giving growth,

to live a new life in the Spirit. *OSL seed for sowing and bread for eating,

Satisfy us in the morning So is my word that goes forth from my mouth;

with your steadfast love, O God, it will not return to me empty;

that we may sing for joy But it will accomplish that which | have purposed,

and be glad all our days and prosper in that for which | sent it.  isaiah 55:6-11

* MORNING CANTICLE - The Second Song of Isaiah » MORNING PRAYER

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; The Holy One be with you;
call upon him when he draws near. And also with you.
Let the wicked forsake their ways

Let us pray:
and the evil ones their thoughts;
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We give you hearty thanks for the rest of the past night
and for the gift of a new day, with its opportunities of
pleasing you. Grant that we may so pass its hours in

the perfect freedom of your service, that at eventide we

may again give thanks unto you. Amen.

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* Psalm 97 NRrsv

Rejoice in the LorD, O you righteous,
and give thanks to his holy name!

1The Lorp is king! Let the earth rejoice;
let the many coastlands be glad!

2 Clouds and thick darkness are all around him:

righteousness and justice are the foundation of his

throne.
3 Fire goes before him,
and consumes his adversaries on every side.
4 His lightnings light up the world;
the earth sees and trembles.
5 The mountains melt like wax before the LorbD,

before the Lord of all the earth.

6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness;
and all the peoples behold his glory.

7 All worshipers of images are put to shame,
those who make their boast in worthless idols;
all gods bow down before him.

8 Zion hears and is glad,
and the towns of Judah rejoice,
because of your judgments, O God.

9 For you, O LorD, are most high over all the earth;
you are exalted far above all gods.

10The LorD loves those who hate evil;

he guards the lives of his faithful;

he rescues them from the hand of the wicked.
111 ight dawns for the righteous,

and joy for the upright in heart.
12 Rejoice in the LorDb, O you righteous,

and give thanks to his holy name!

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.

Rejoice in the LorD, O you righteous,

and give thanks to his holy name!
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* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* 15t READING: 1 Corinthians 15:29-41 cEB

29 Otherwise, what are those who are getting baptized for
the dead doing? If the dead aren’t raised, then why are
they being baptized for them? 3° And what about us? Why
are we in danger all day every day? 3! Brothers and
sisters, | swear by the pride | have in you in Christ Jesus
our Lord, I'm facing death every day. 32 From a human
point of view, what good does it do me if | fought wild
animals in Ephesus? If the dead aren’t raised, let’s eat
and drink because tomorrow we’ll die. 33 Don’t be
deceived, bad company corrupts good character. 3* Sober
up by acting like you should and don’t sin. Some of you
are ignorant about God—I say this because you should be

ashamed of yourselves!

35 But someone will say, “How are the dead raised? What
kind of body will they have when they come back?”

36 Look, fool! When you put a seed into the ground, it
doesn’t come back to life unless it dies. 3" What you put in
the ground doesn’t have the shape that it will have, but it's

a bare grain of wheat or some other seed. 2 God gives it

the sort of shape that he chooses, and he gives each of
the seeds its own shape. 3° All flesh isn’t alike. Humans
have one kind of flesh, animals have another kind of flesh,
birds have another kind of flesh, and fish have another
kind. 4° There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies.
The heavenly bodies have one kind of glory, and the
earthly bodies have another kind of glory. #* The sun has
one kind of glory, the moon has another kind of glory, and
the stars have another kind of glory (but one star is
different from another star in its glory).

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-16 cEB

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week,
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at the
tomb. 2 Look, there was a great earthquake, for an angel

from the Lord came down from heaven. Coming to the
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stone, he rolled it away and sat on it. 3 Now his face was
like lightning and his clothes as white as snow. 4 The
guards were so terrified of him that they shook with fear
and became like dead men. ® But the angel said to the
women, “Don’t be afraid. | know that you are looking for
Jesus who was crucified. ® He isn’t here, because he’s
been raised from the dead, just as he said. Come, see the
place where they laid him. “ Now hurry, go and tell his
disciples, ‘He'’s been raised from the dead. He’s going on
ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him there.’ I've given

the message to you.”

8 With great fear and excitement, they hurried away from
the tomb and ran to tell his disciples. ° But Jesus met
them and greeted them. They came and grabbed his feet
and worshipped him. 1° Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t
be afraid. Go and tell my brothers that | am going into

Galilee. They will see me there.”

1 Now as the women were on their way, some of the
guards came into the city and told the chief priests
everything that had happened. 2 They met with the elders
and decided to give a large sum of money to the soldiers.
13They told them, “Say that Jesus’ disciples came at night

and stole his body while you were sleeping. * And if the

governor hears about this, we will take care of it with him
so you will have nothing to worry about.” 1° So the soldiers
took the money and did as they were told. And this report

has spread throughout all Judea to this very day.

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the
mountain where Jesus told them to go.

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH
We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,
for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage.
You have brought forth a strong De-liverer
in the house of your child David.
This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:
deliverance from enemies and from the hand
of all who hate us;
mercy a-mong our ancestors,

and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant.
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This is the promise you swore
to our an-cestor, Abraham,
to make us un-a-fraid,
to rescue us from our enemies,
to serve before you, holy and just,
all the days of our lives.
And this, my little child,
shall be called prophet of the Most High,
going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths,
making your people know de-liverance
by the forgiveness of their sins.
Through your merciful compassions, God our God,
the dawn from on high shall visit us,
to shine on those kept in dungeons
and the shadows of death

and to guide our feet onto the path of peace.

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.

* THE APOSTLE’S CREED
| believe in God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,

his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty.
From there he shall come again to judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* PRAYERS

The Holy One be with you,
and also with you.
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other clergy, and upon the congregations committed to
Let us pray: (stop and pray for those on your heart today) their charge, the healthful Spirit of your grace: and, that

they may truly please you, pour upon them the continual
* FOR HEALTH OF BODY AND SOUL dew of your blessing. Grant this, O Lord, for the honor of

For those we have lifted up today, may God the Father our Advocate and Mediator, Jesus Christ. Amen.
bless you, God the Son heal you, God the Holy Spirit
give you strength. May God the holy and undivided

Trinity guard your body, save your soul, and bring * A COLLECT FOR THE RENEWAL OF LIFE
you safely to his heavenly country; where he lives and O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day
reigns for ever and ever. Amen. from the night and turns the shadow of death into the

morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline

our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into

* PRAYER: Wednesday in Easter Week the way of peace; that, having done your will with
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night
disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus
faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; Christ our Lord. Amen.

who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
* THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,

* CLERGY AND PEOPLE hallowed be your name,
Almighty and everlasting God, from whom comes every your kingdom come,
good and perfect gift: Send down upon our bishops, and your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
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*

*

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.

COLLECT OF THE WEEK
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus

Christ overcame death and opened to us the gate of
everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the
day of the Lord's resurrection, may be raised from the
death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time

with one accord to make our common supplication
to you; and you have promised through your well-

beloved Son that when two or three are gathered

together in his Name you will be in the midst of
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions
as may be best for us; granting us in this world,
knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life

everlasting. Amen.

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father,

You have brought us in safety to this new day:

preserve us with your mighty power,

that we may not fall into sin,

nor be overcome by adversity;

and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

~ BLESSING
The amazing grace of the Master, Jesus Christ, the

extravagant love of God, and the intimate friendship of the

Holy Spirit, be with all of you. Amen.
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