Wednesday, January 19, 2022: And let them turn to the Lord,

+ OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER and he will have compassion,

O God, open our lips and to our God, for he will richly pardon.

and our mouths shall proclaim your praise. For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

From the rising of the sun to its setting, nor your ways my ways, says the Lord.

we praise your name, O God. For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways,

+ REMEMBRANCE OE BAPTISM and my thoughts than your thoughts.

By Word and water God renews us this day For as rain and snow fall from the heavens

in the living fountain of God's grace and return not again, but water the earth,

and raises us with Christ Jesus Bringing forth life and giving growth,

to live a new life in the Spirit. *OSL seed for sowing and bread for eating,

Satisfy us in the morning So is my word that goes forth from my mouth;

with your steadfast love, O God, it will not return to me empty;

that we may sing for joy But it will accomplish that which | have purposed,

and be glad all our days and prosper in that for which | sent it.  isaiah 55:6-11

* MORNING CANTICLE - The Second Song of Isaiah » MORNING PRAYER

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; The Holy One be with you;
call upon him when he draws near. And also with you.
Let the wicked forsake their ways

Let us pray:
and the evil ones their thoughts;
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*

*

We give you hearty thanks for the rest of the past night
and for the gift of a new day, with its opportunities of
pleasing you. Grant that we may so pass its hours in
the perfect freedom of your service, that at eventide we

may again give thanks unto you. Amen.

SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

Psalm 38:1-16 NRSV

O my God, do not be far from me;

make haste to help me, O Lord, my salvation.

1 O Lorp, do not rebuke me in your anger,
or discipline me in your wrath.
2 For your arrows have sunk into me,

and your hand has come down on me.

3There is no soundness in my flesh
because of your indignation;

there is no health in my bones
because of my sin.

4 For my iniquities have gone over my head;

they weigh like a burden too heavy for me.

> My wounds grow foul and fester
because of my foolishness;

61 am utterly bowed down and prostrate;
all day long | go around mourning.

" For my loins are filled with burning,
and there is no soundness in my flesh.

81 am utterly spent and crushed;

| groan because of the tumult of my heart.

90 Lord, all my longing is known to you;

my sighing is not hidden from you.
10 My heart throbs, my strength fails me;

as for the light of my eyes—it also has gone from me.
1 My friends and companions stand aloof from my
affliction,

and my neighbors stand far off.

12Those who seek my life lay their snares;
those who seek to hurt me speak of ruin,
and meditate treachery all day long.

13But | am like the deaf, | do not hear;
like the mute, who cannot speak.
¥ Truly, | am like one who does not hear,

and in whose mouth is no retort.
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15But it is for you, O LORD, that | wait; light, tasted the heavenly gift, become partners with the
it is you, O Lord my God, who will answer. Holy Spirit, ® and tasted God’s good word and the powers

6 For | pray, “Only do not let them rejoice over me, of the coming age. ® They are crucifying God’s Son all
those who boast against me when my foot slips.” over again and exposing him to public shame. " The

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed ground receives a blessing from God when it drinks up the

one God. now and for-ever. A-men rain that regularly comes and falls on it and yields a useful

crop for those people for whom it is being farmed. & But if

O my God, do not be far from me; , , .
y it produces thorns and thistles, it's useless and close to

make haste to help me, O Lord, my salvation. _ i
P y being cursed. It ends up being burned.

9But we are convinced of better things in your case,

«+ SILENCE FOR REFLECTION brothers and sisters, even though we are talking this

way—things that go together with salvation. ° God isn’t
unjust so that he forgets your efforts and the love you
* 15t READING: Hebrews 6:1-12 cEeB have shown for his name’s sake when you served and

H ’ 11
So let’s press on to maturity, by moving on from the continue to serve God's holy people. ™ But we

basics about Christ’s word. Let’s not lay a foundation of desperately want each of you to show the same effort to

turning away from dead works, of faith in God, 2 of make your hope sure until the end. *2This is so you won't

teaching about ritual ways to wash with water, laying on of be lazy but follow the example of the ones who inherit the

hands, the resurrection from the dead, and eternal promises through faith and patience.
judgment—all over again. 2 We're going to press on, if Holy wisdom, holy word.

God allows it. Thanks be to God!

4Because it's impossible to restore people to changed

hearts and lives who turn away once they have seen the
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* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* GOSPEL: John 3:22-36 CcEB

22 After this Jesus and his disciples went into Judea,
where he spent some time with them and was baptizing.
23 John was baptizing at Aenon near Salem because there
was a lot of water there, and people were coming to him
and being baptized. (?* John hadn’t yet been thrown into

prison.)

25 A debate started between John’s disciples and a certain
Jew about cleansing rituals. 26 They came to John and
said, “Rabbi, look! The man who was with you across the
Jordan, the one about whom you testified, is baptizing and

everyone is flocking to him.”

27 John replied, “No one can receive anything unless it is
given from heaven. 28 You yourselves can testify that |
said that I'm not the Christ but that I'm the one sent before
him. 2° The groom is the one who is getting married. The
friend of the groom stands close by and, when he hears
him, is overjoyed at the groom’s voice. Therefore, my joy
is now complete. 3° He must increase and | must

decrease. 31 The one who comes from above is above all

things. The one who is from the earth belongs to the earth
and speaks as one from the earth. The one who comes
from heaven is above all things. 32 He testifies to what he
has seen and heard, but no one accepts his testimony.
33Whoever accepts his testimony confirms that God is
true. 34 The one whom God sent speaks God’s words
because God gives the Spirit generously. *° The Father
loves the Son and gives everything into his hands.

36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life. Whoever
doesn’t believe in the Son won't see life, but the angry

judgment of God remains on them.”

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH
We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,
for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage.
You have brought forth a strong De-liverer
in the house of your child David.
This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:
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deliverance from enemies and from the hand * THE APOSTLE’S CREED
of all who hate us; | believe in God,
mercy a-mong our ancestors, the Father Almighty,
and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant. maker of heaven and earth.
This is the promise you swore And in Jesus Christ,
to our an-cestor, Abraham, his only Son, our Lord;
to make us un-a-fraid, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
to rescue us from our enemies, born of the virgin Mary,
to serve before you, holy and just, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
all the days of our lives. was crucified, died, and was buried;
And this, my little child, the third day he rose from the dead;
shall be called prophet of the Most High, he ascended into heaven,
going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths, and sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty.
making your people know de-liverance From there he shall come again to judge
by the forgiveness of their sins. the living and the dead.
Through your merciful compassions, God our God, | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the dawn from on high shall visit us, the holy catholic Church,
to shine on those kept in dungeons the communion of saints,
and the shadows of death the forgiveness of sins,
and to guide our feet onto the path of peace. the resurrection of the body,

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed, and the life everlasting. Amen.

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.
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* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* COMMEMORATION: JOHN ERNEST RATTENBURY

Torch bearer of Wesleyan faith and practice, J.
Ernest Rattenbury (b. 1870) was nurtured on the rich food
of British Methodism. He was ordained at the age of
twenty-three, entering the vocation of his father and

grandfather who were both Wesleyan Methodist ministers.

Rattenbury devoted the strength of his early years
to service in England's great mission halls. A crowning
personal achievement, he opened Kingsway Hall in West
London, which quickly became an important center of
evangelism in England. Throughout his long life,
Rattenbury strove to overcome the "false antithesis"
between altar and pulpit, sacrament and gospel. To this
end, he observed that Holy Communion, which he called
"the Protestant Crucifix,” was the central devotion of the

Evangelical Revival.

In the 1930s he helped form the Methodist
Sacramental Fellowship to preserve the centrality of the
Eucharist in Methodist piety. His correspondence in the

1940 s along with his published works gave impetus to the

founding of The Order of Saint Luke, which still embraces
many of the same ideals as the Methodist Sacramental

Fellowship.

Written in 1948, Rattenbury's last major book, The

Eucharistic Hymns of John and Charles Wesley revealed a

compelling Eucharistic theology derived primarily from

Daniel Brevint's work, The Christian Sacrament and

Sacrifice which emphasized the "real presence” of Christ in

the Eucharist.

* For All the Saints

* PRAYERS
The Holy One be with you,

and also with you.

Let us pray: (stop and pray for those on your heart today)

* COLLECT: JOHN ERNEST RATTENBURY
God our Teacher, from whom comes all true knowledge:
So bind your words to our lives and write them on the
tablets of our hearts, that we may not be swayed by false
winds; and grant us faithful guides like your servant John

Ernest Rattenbury, that our path to you be made straight
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and sure through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.

* For All the Saints

* FOR HEALTH OF BODY AND SOUL

For those we have lifted up today, may God the Father

bless you, God the Son heal you, God the Holy Spirit
give you strength. May God the holy and undivided
Trinity guard your body, save your soul, and bring

you safely to his heavenly country; where he lives and

reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

* PRAYER FOR THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH

Almighty Father, whose blessed Son before his passion

prayed for his disciples that they might be one, as you and

he are one: Grant that your Church, being bound together
in love and obedience to you, may be united in one body

by the one Spirit, that the world may believe in him whom
you have sent, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and for ever. Amen.

* PRAYERS FOR QUIET CONFIDENCE
O God of peace, who has taught us that in returning

and rest we shall be saved, in quietness and
confidence shall be our strength: By the might of your
Spirit lift us, we pray, to your presence, where we may
be still and know that you are God; through Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.

* THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.
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* COLLECT OF THE WEEK

*

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the
light of the world: Grant that your people, illumined by
your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance
of Christ's glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and
obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time

with one accord to make our common supplication
to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered
together in his Name you will be in the midst of
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions
as may be best for us; granting us in this world,
knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life

everlasting. Amen.

*

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father,

You have brought us in safety to this new day:

preserve us with your mighty power,

that we may not fall into sin,

nor be overcome by adversity;

and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

» BLESSING
The amazing grace of the Master, Jesus Christ, the

extravagant love of God, and the intimate friendship of the

Holy Spirit, be with all of you. Amen.
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Morning Prayer

A ministry of the faithful at
Elwood United Methodist Church

Unless otherwise noted, prayers used in morning prayer recordings are from
the Book of Common Prayer under public domain.

All biographical information and prayers cited * For All the Saints are;
“Reprinted from For All the Saints: A Calendar of Commemorations for
United Methodists, 2nd edition, editor Heather Josselyn-Cranson,
© 2013 by the Order of Saint Luke. Used by permission.”

All prayers cited * OSL are;
“Reprinted from The Book of OFFICES and SERVICES of The Order of
Saint Luke, © 2012 by The Order of Saint Luke.
Used by permission of OSL Publications.”

All collects cited * Holy Women, Holy Men are reprinted from
Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the Saints
Copyright © 2010 by The Church Pension Fund

All collects cited * Lesser Feasts and Fasts are reprinted from
Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2006
Copyright © 2010 by The Church Pension Fund



