
 
 

Monday, January 3, 2022 
 

 OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER      

O God, open our lips, 

and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.  

From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

we praise your name, O God.   

 

 REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM  

By Word and water God renews us this day  

in the living fountain of God’s grace, 

and raises us with Christ Jesus  

to live a new life in the Spirit.    * OSL 

 Satisfy us in the morning  

 with your steadfast love, O God, 

 that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. 

 

 MORNING CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING  

It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 

    to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 

to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 

    and your faithful-ness by night, 

to the music of the lute and the harp, 

    to the melody of the lyre. 

For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work; 

    at the works of your hands I sing for joy. 

How great are your works, O LORD! 

    Your thoughts are ver-y deep!   Psalm 92:1-5 

 
 
 
 MORNING PRAYER 

  The Holy One* be with you; 

    And also with you.  

 
Let us pray:    

  New every morning is your love, great God of light, 

and all day long you are working for good in the world.  

Stir up in us desire to serve you, to live peacefully with 

our neighbors, and to devote each day to your Son, our 

Savior, Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 

 

           

 Psalm 68:1-10  NRSV    

Sing to God, all kingdoms of the earth! 

    Sing praises to my Lord.  

Let God rise up, let his enemies be scattered; 

    let those who hate him flee before him. 

2 As smoke is driven away, so drive them away; 

    as wax melts before the fire, 
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    let the wicked perish before God. 

3 But let the righteous be joyful; 

    let them exult before God; 

    let them be jubilant with joy. 

4 Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 

    lift up a song to him who rides upon the clouds — 

his name is the LORD— 

    be exultant before him. 

5 Father of orphans and protector of widows 

    is God in his holy habitation. 

6 God gives the desolate a home to live in; 

    he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, 

    but the rebellious live in a parched land. 

7 O God, when you went out before your people, 

    when you marched through the wilderness,   Selah 

8 the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain 

    at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, 

    at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 

9 Rain in abundance, O God, you showered abroad; 

    you restored your heritage when it languished; 

10 your flock found a dwelling in it; 

    in your goodness, O God, you provided for the needy. 

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  

    one God, now and for-ever, A-men.  

Sing to God, all kingdoms of the earth! 

    Sing praises to my Lord.  

 

 

 

 SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  
 
 
 
 

 1ST READING:  Ephesians 4:17-32  CEB      

17 So I’m telling you this, and I insist on it in the Lord: you 

shouldn’t live your life like the Gentiles anymore. They base 

their lives on pointless thinking, 18 and they are in the dark in 

their reasoning. They are disconnected from God’s life 

because of their ignorance and their closed hearts. 19 They 

are people who lack all sense of right and wrong, and who 

have turned themselves over to doing whatever feels good 

and to practicing every sort of corruption along with greed. 

20 But you didn’t learn that sort of thing from Christ. 21 Since 

you really listened to him and you were taught how the truth 

is in Jesus, 22 change the former way of life that was part of 

the person you once were, corrupted by deceitful desires. 

23 Instead, renew the thinking in your mind by the Spirit 

24 and clothe yourself with the new person created according 

to God’s image in justice and true holiness. 
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25 Therefore, after you have gotten rid of lying, Each of you 

must tell the truth to your neighbor because we are parts of 

each other in the same body. 26 Be angry without sinning. 

Don’t let the sun set on your anger. 27 Don’t provide an 

opportunity for the devil. 28 Thieves should no longer steal. 

Instead, they should go to work, using their hands to do 

good so that they will have something to share with whoever 

is in need. 

29 Don’t let any foul words come out of your mouth. Only say 

what is helpful when it is needed for building up the 

community so that it benefits those who hear what you say. 

30 Don’t make the Holy Spirit of God unhappy—you were 

sealed by him for the day of redemption. 31 Put aside all 

bitterness, losing your temper, anger, shouting, and slander, 

along with every other evil. 32 Be kind, compassionate, and 

forgiving to each other, in the same way God forgave you in 

Christ. 

Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  
 

 

 GOSPEL READING:  John 6:15-27    CEB     

15 Jesus understood that they were about to come and force 

him to be their king, so he took refuge again, alone on a 

mountain. 

16 When evening came, Jesus’ disciples went down to the 

lake. 17 They got into a boat and were crossing the lake to 

Capernaum. It was already getting dark and Jesus hadn’t 

come to them yet. 18 The water was getting rough because a 

strong wind was blowing. 19 When the wind had driven them 

out for about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on 

the water. He was approaching the boat and they were 

afraid. 20 He said to them, “I Am. Don’t be afraid.” 21 Then 

they wanted to take him into the boat, and just then the boat 

reached the land where they had been heading. 

22 The next day the crowd that remained on the other side of 

the lake realized that only one boat had been there. They 

knew Jesus hadn’t gone with his disciples, but that the 

disciples had gone alone. 23 Some boats came from Tiberias, 

near the place where they had eaten the bread over which 

the Lord had given thanks. 24 When the crowd saw that 

neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got into the 

boats and came to Capernaum looking for Jesus. 25 When 

they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, 

“Rabbi, when did you get here?” 
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26 Jesus replied, “I assure you that you are looking for me not 

because you saw miraculous signs but because you ate all 

the food you wanted. 27 Don’t work for the food that doesn’t 

last but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the 

Human One will give you. God the Father has confirmed him 

as his agent to give life.” 

Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 
 
 
 CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH 

We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,  

for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage. 

You have brought forth a strong De-liverer  

in the house of your child David.  

This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:  

deliverance from enemies  

and from the hand of all who hate us;  

mercy a-mong our ancestors,  

and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant.  

This is the promise you swore to  

          our an-cestor, Abraham,  

to make us un-a-fraid,  

to rescue us from our enemies,  

to serve before you, holy and just,  

            all the days of our lives. 

And this, my little child,  

shall be called prophet of the Most High,  

going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths,  

making your people know de-liverance  

by the forgiveness of their sins.  

Through your merciful compassions, God our God,  

the dawn from on high shall visit us,  

to shine on those kept in dungeons  

and the shadows of death  

and to guide our feet onto the path of peace.      

   

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  

    one God, now and for-ever, A-men.  

 
 
 
 

 SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 

 

 THE APOSTLE’S CREED   

I believe in God,  the Father Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth.   
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And in Jesus Christ,  

 his only Son, our Lord; 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  the third day he rose from the dead; 

  he ascended into heaven,  

  and sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty. 

  From there he shall come again to judge 

  the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
 
 

 SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 

 

  COMMEMORATION:  James Hudson Taylor (1832-1905)   

James Hudson Taylor founded the China Inland Mission, an 

interdenominational undertaking, to preach the Gospel in the 

interior of China. (Most previous missionary work had 

concentrated on the coastal area where contact between 

Chinese and foreign merchants and sailors was relatively 

common.) Taylor adopted Chinese dress and sought the 

growth of indigenous churches as opposed to missionary 

outposts under the supervision of Europeans. 

by James Kiefer 

 

 

  PRAYERS 

 The Holy One be with you,  

      and also with you. 

 Let us pray:  (stop and pray for those on your heart today) 

 

  COLLECT:  James Hudson Taylor 

Almighty and everlasting God, we thank you for your servant 

James Hudson Taylor, whom you called to preach the Gospel 

to the peoples of Asia. Raise up, we pray, in this and every 

land heralds and evangelists of your kingdom, that your 

Church may proclaim the unsearchable riches of our Savior 

Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

by James Kiefer 

 

 

 

http://elvis.rowan.edu/~kilroy/JEK/home.html
http://elvis.rowan.edu/~kilroy/JEK/home.html
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 PRAYERS FOR STRENGTH AND CONFIDENCE  

Heavenly Father, giver of life and health: Comfort  

and relieve your sick servants, and give your power  

of healing to those who minister to their needs, that  

those for whom our prayers are offered may be  

strengthened in their weakness and have confidence  

in your loving care; through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

 

   PRAYERS FOR CITIES    

Heavenly Father, in your Word you have given us a vision of 

that Holy City to which the nations of the world bring their 

glory: Behold and visit, we pray, the cities of the earth.  Renew 

the ties of mutual regard which form our civic life.  Send us 

honest and able leaders. Enable us to eliminate poverty, 

prejudice, and oppression, that peace may prevail with 

righteousness, and justice with order, and that men and 

women from different cultures and with differing talents may 

find with one another the fulfillment of their humanity; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

 

 

  PRAYER FOR CONSERVATION of Natural Resources 

Almighty God, in giving us dominion over things on earth, 

you made us fellow workers in your creation: Give us 

wisdom and reverence so to use the resources of nature, 

that no one may suffer from our abuse of them, and that 

generations yet to come may continue to praise you for 

your bounty; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.   

Save us from the time of trial  

and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 
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  COLLECT OF THE WEEK    

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully 

restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may 

share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share 

our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM    

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with 

one accord to make our common supplication to you; and 

you have promised through your well-beloved Son that 

when two or three are gathered together in his Name you 

will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our 

desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us 

in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to 

come life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 

 CONCLUDING PRAYER  

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, 

You have brought us in safety to this new day: 

preserve us with your mighty power,  

that we may not fall into sin,  

nor be overcome by adversity; 

and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your  

purpose, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 BLESSING 

And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 

God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 

you always.  Amen 
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Morning Prayer 

 
A ministry of the faithful at 

Elwood United Methodist Church 

 
Unless otherwise noted, prayers used in morning prayer recordings are from  

the Book of Common Prayer under public domain. 

 

All biographical information and prayers cited * For All the Saints are; 

“Reprinted from For All the Saints: A Calendar of  Commemorations for  

United Methodists, 2nd edition, editor Heather Josselyn-Cranson,  

© 2013 by the Order of Saint  Luke. Used by permission.” 

 

All prayers cited * OSL are; 

“Reprinted from The Book of OFFICES and SERVICES of The Order of  

Saint Luke,  © 2012 by The Order of Saint Luke. 

Used by permission of OSL Publications.” 

 

All collects cited * Holy Women, Holy Men are reprinted from 

Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the Saints 

Copyright © 2010 by The Church Pension Fund 

 

All collects cited * Lesser Feasts and Fasts are reprinted from 
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