
Wednesday, December 22, 2021:   

   OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER      

O God, open our lips, 

and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.  

From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

we praise your name, O God.   

 

   REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM  

By Word and water God renews us this day  

in the living fountain of God’s grace, 

and raises us with Christ Jesus  

to live a new life in the Spirit.    * OSL 

 Satisfy us in the morning  

     with your steadfast love, O God,  

that we may sing for joy  

and be glad all our days.     

 

 

   MORNING CANTICLE - The Second Song of Isaiah 

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found;  

    call upon him when he draws near.  

Let the wicked forsake their ways  

    and the evil ones their thoughts;  

 

And let them turn to the Lord,  

  and he will have compassion,  

      and to our God, for he will richly pardon.  

For my thoughts are not your thoughts,  

    nor your ways my ways, says the Lord.  

For as the heavens are higher than the earth,  

    so are my ways higher than your ways,  

    and my thoughts than your thoughts.  

For as rain and snow fall from the heavens  

    and return not again, but water the earth,  

Bringing forth life and giving growth,   

    seed for sowing and bread for eating,  

So is my word that goes forth from my mouth;  

    it will not return to me empty;  

But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, 

    and prosper in that for which I sent it.    Isaiah 55:6-11 

   

 

   MORNING PRAYER 

  The Holy One be with you; 

    And also with you.  

Let us pray:  
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Almighty and everlasting God, in whom we live and 

move and have our being, you created us for 

yourself, so that our hearts are restless until they 

find rest in you.  Grant to us such piety of heart and 

strength of purpose that no selfish passion may 

hinder us from knowing your will, and no weakness 

from doing it. In your light may we see life clearly 

and, in your service, find perfect freedom; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

                                                              St. Augustine  
  

 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  
 
 

   Psalm 72   NRSV    

Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 

    who alone does wondrous things. 

1 Give the king your justice, O God, 

    and your righteousness to a king’s son. 

2 May he judge your people with righteousness, 

    and your poor with justice. 

3 May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, 

    and the hills, in righteousness. 

4 May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 

    give deliverance to the needy, 

    and crush the oppressor. 

5 May he live while the sun endures, 

    and as long as the moon, throughout all generations. 

6 May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 

    like showers that water the earth. 

7 In his days may righteousness flourish 

    and peace abound, until the moon is no more. 

8 May he have dominion from sea to sea, 

    and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

9 May his foes bow down before him, 

    and his enemies lick the dust. 

10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles 

    render him tribute, 

may the kings of Sheba and Seba 

    bring gifts. 

11 May all kings fall down before him, 

    all nations give him service. 

12 For he delivers the needy when they call, 

    the poor and those who have no helper. 

13 He has pity on the weak and the needy, 

    and saves the lives of the needy. 
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14 From oppression and violence he redeems their life; 

    and precious is their blood in his sight. 

15 Long may he live! 

    May gold of Sheba be given to him. 

May prayer be made for him continually, 

    and blessings invoked for him all day long. 

16 May there be abundance of grain in the land; 

    may it wave on the tops of the mountains; 

    may its fruit be like Lebanon; 

and may people blossom in the cities 

    like the grass of the field. 

17 May his name endure forever, 

    his fame continue as long as the sun. 

May all nations be blessed in him;  

    may they pronounce him happy. 

18 Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 

    who alone does wondrous things. 

19 Blessed be his glorious name forever; 

    may his glory fill the whole earth. 

Amen and Amen. 

20 The prayers of David son of Jesse are ended. 

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  

    one God, now and for-ever, A-men.  

Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 

    who alone does wondrous things. 

 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  
 

 

    1st  READING:  Titus 2:11 – 3:8     NRSV 

11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation 

to all, 12 training us to renounce impiety and worldly 

passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-

controlled, upright, and godly, 13 while we wait for the 

blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our 

great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14 He it is who gave 

himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity 

and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous 

for good deeds. 

15 Declare these things; exhort and reprove with all 

authority. Let no one look down on you. 

3 Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to 

be obedient, to be ready for every good work, 2 to speak 

evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to 

show every courtesy to everyone. 3 For we ourselves were 

once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various 
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passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and 

envy, despicable, hating one another. 4 But when the 

goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior 

appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of any works of 

righteousness that we had done, but according to his 

mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the 

Holy Spirit. 6 This Spirit he poured out on us richly through 

Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by 

his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope 

of eternal life. 8 The saying is sure. 

Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  
 
 

 
   GOSPEL:  Luke 1:39-56   NRSV 

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a 

Judean town in the hill country, 40 where she entered the 

house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When 

Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her 

womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and 

exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 

women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why 

has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 

comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your 

greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And 

blessed is she who believed that there would be a 

fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

46 And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his 

servant. 

    Surely, from now on all generations will call me 

blessed; 

49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

    and holy is his name. 

50 His mercy is for those who fear him 

    from generation to generation. 

51 He has shown strength with his arm; 

    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 

hearts. 

52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

    and lifted up the lowly; 

53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
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    and sent the rich away empty. 

54 He has helped his servant Israel, 

    in remembrance of his mercy, 

55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

56 And Mary remained with her about three months and 

then returned to her home. 

Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  
 
 
 CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH 

We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,  

for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage. 

You have brought forth a strong De-liverer  

in the house of your child David.  

This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:  

deliverance from enemies and from the hand  

       of all who hate us;  

mercy a-mong our ancestors,  

and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant.  

This is the promise you swore  

        to our an-cestor, Abraham,  

to make us un-a-fraid,  

to rescue us from our enemies,  

to serve before you, holy and just,  

all the days of our lives. 

And this, my little child,  

shall be called prophet of the Most High,  

going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths,  

making your people know de-liverance  

by the forgiveness of their sins.  

Through your merciful compassions, God our God,  

the dawn from on high shall visit us,  

to shine on those kept in dungeons  

         and the shadows of death  

and to guide our feet onto the path of peace.        

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  

   one God, now and for-ever, A-men.  

 
 
   THE APOSTLE’S CREED   

I believe in God,  

 the Father Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth.   
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And in Jesus Christ,   

his only Son, our Lord; 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  the third day he rose from the dead; 

  he ascended into heaven,  

  and sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty. 

  From there he shall come again to judge 

  the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 

   PRAYERS 

 The Holy One be with you,  

      and also with you. 

 Let us pray:  (stop and pray for those on your heart today) 

 

 

   PRAYER FOR RECOVERY OF SICKNESS  

O God of heavenly powers, by the might of your command 

you drive away from our bodies all sickness and all 

infirmity:  Be present in your goodness with those we lift 

today, that their weaknesses may be banished and their 

strength restored; and that with health being renewed, all 

may bless your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

 

  PRAYERS FOR OUR ENEMIES   

O God, the Father of all, whose Son commanded us to 

love our enemies: Lead them and us from prejudice to 

truth:  deliver them and us from hatred, cruelty, and 

revenge; and in your good time enable us all to stand 

reconciled before you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

  FOR SOUND GOVERNMENT 

O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that 

we may be a people at peace among ourselves and a 

blessing to other nations of the earth. 
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Lord, keep this nation under your care. 

 

To the President and members of the Cabinet, to 

Governors of States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in 

administrative authority, grant wisdom and grace in the 

exercise of their duties. 

Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 

 

To Senators and Representatives, and those who make 

our laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give courage, 

wisdom, and foresight to provide for the needs of all our 

people, and to fulfill our obligations in the community of 

nations. 

Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 

 

To the Judges and officers of our Courts give 

understanding and integrity, that human rights may be 

safeguarded and justice served. 

Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 

 

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and 

to accept their responsibilities to their fellow citizens, that 

they may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise 

decisions for the well-being of our society; that we may 

serve you faithfully in our generation and honor your holy 

Name. For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are 

exalted as head above all. Amen. 

 
 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  

and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours  

now and forever. Amen.  

 

 

  COLLECT OF THE WEEK    

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily 

visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may 

find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and 
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reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 
   PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time 

with one accord to make our common supplication 

to you; and you have promised through your well-

beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 

together in his Name you will be in the midst of 

them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions 

as may be best for us; granting us in this world, 

knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

   CONCLUDING PRAYER   

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, 

You have brought us in safety to this new day:  

preserve us with your mighty power,  

that we may not fall into sin,  

nor be overcome by adversity; 

and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    

 

   BLESSING  

“The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his 

face shine on you and be gracious to you; the LORD 

turn his face toward you and give you peace.  Amen. 
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Morning Prayer 

 
A ministry of the faithful at 

Elwood United Methodist Church 

 
Unless otherwise noted, prayers used in morning prayer recordings are from  

the Book of Common Prayer under public domain. 

 


