Tuesday, December 7, 2021 For you, O God, are a great God,

« OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER you are great above all gods.

O God, open our lips, In your hand are the caverns of the earth,

and our mouths shall proclaim your praise. and the heights of the hills are yours also.
From the rising of the sun to its setting, The sea is yours, for you made it,

we praise your name, O God. and your hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee,

+ REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM and kneel before God, our Maker.

By Word and water God renews us this day For you are our God,

in the living fountain of God’s grace, and we are the people of your pasture

and raises us with Christ Jesus and the sheep of your hand.

to live a new life in the Spirit. * OSL Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice!
Satisfy us in the morning PsALM 95:1-7

with your steadfast love, O God,
* MORNING PRAYER

The Holy One be with you;

that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.

And also with you.
* MORNING CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Come, let us sing to the Ho-ly One; Let us pray:

Oh God, The Holy Spirit,

come to us, and among us;

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.

Let us come before God’s presence

) . come as the wind, and cleanse us;
with thanksgiving,

and raise a loud shout with psalms. come as the fire, and burn;

come as the dew, and refresh;
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convict, convert, and consecrate many hearts and

lives to our great good and to your greater glory; and

this we ask for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen

* Psalm 28 NRsv

The LORD is my strength and my shield,;

in him my heart trusts;

1To you, O LoRb, | call;
my rock, do not refuse to hear me,
for if you are silent to me,
| shall be like those who go down to the Pit.
2 Hear the voice of my supplication,
as | cry to you for help,
as | lift up my hands

toward your most holy sanctuary.

3 Do not drag me away with the wicked,
with those who are workers of euvil,

who speak peace with their neighbors,
while mischief is in their hearts.

4 Repay them according to their work,
and according to the evil of their deeds;

repay them according to the work of their hands;

render them their due reward.
5Because they do not regard the works of the LoRD,
or the work of his hands,

he will break them down and build them up no more.

6 Blessed be the LORD,

for he has heard the sound of my pleadings.
’The Lorp is my strength and my shield:;

in him my heart trusts;
so | am helped, and my heart exults,

and with my song | give thanks to him.

8 The LoRrbp is the strength of his people;
he is the saving refuge of his anointed.

90 save your people, and bless your heritage;
be their shepherd, and carry them forever.

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.

The LORD is my strength and my shield;

in him my heart trusts;

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION
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* 1St READING: Revelation 1:9-16 NRsSV

91, John, your brother who share with you in Jesus the
persecution and the kingdom and the patient endurance,
was on the island called Patmos because of the word of
God and the testimony of Jesus. 1°1 was in the spirit on
the Lord’s day, and | heard behind me a loud voice like a
trumpet 11 saying, “Write in a book what you see and send
it to the seven churches, to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to
Pergamum, to Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia, and to

Laodicea.”

12Then | turned to see whose voice it was that spoke to
me, and on turning | saw seven golden lampstands, 2 and
in the midst of the lampstands | saw one like the Son of
Man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash
across his chest. 4 His head and his hair were white as
white wool, white as snow; his eyes were like a flame of
fire, 1°his feet were like burnished bronze, refined as in a
furnace, and his voice was like the sound of many waters.
16 |n his right hand he held seven stars, and from his
mouth came a sharp, two-edged sword, and his face was
like the sun shining with full force.

Holy wisdom, holy word.

Thanks be to God!

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* 2" READING: Matthew 22:34-46 NRsV

34When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the
Sadducees, they gathered together, 3 and one of them, a
lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 3¢ “Teacher,
which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 3" He

said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’
38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 3° And a
second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
400n these two commandments hang all the law and the

prophets.”

41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus
asked them this question: 42“What do you think of the
Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son
of David.” 3 He said to them, “How is it then that David by
the Spirit calls him Lord, saying,
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44 ‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,

until I put your enemies under your feet”?

45 |f David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?”
46 No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that

day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH

We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,

for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage.
You have brought forth a strong De-liverer
in the house of your child David.
This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:
deliverance from enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us;
mercy a-mong our ancestors,

and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant.

This is the promise you swore to our an-cestor, Abraham,

to make us un-a-fraid,

to rescue us from our enemies,
to serve before you, holy and just,
all the days of our lives.
And this, my little child,
shall be called prophet of the Most High,
going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths,
making your people know de-liverance
by the forgiveness of their sins.
Through your merciful compassions, God our God,
the dawn from on high shall visit us,
to shine on those kept in dungeons
and the shadows of death
and to guide our feet onto the path of peace.
Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.

* THE APOSTLE’S CREED
| believe in God,
the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
his only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
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born of the virgin Mary, Sacraments provide invaluable insights into how Christians
suffered under Pontius Pilate, in Milan thought about the meaning and practice of
was crucified, died, and was buried; Christian initiation and the sacraments. Ambrose
the third day he rose from the dead; demonstrated his commitment to a life of discipleship by
he ascended into heaven, giving away much of his wealth to the poor. He fearlessly
and sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty. defended the Nicene Christians of Milan against the
From there he shall come again to judge personal whims of the emperors and empresses of his
the living and the dead. time.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, * For All the Saints

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, * PRAYERS
the resurrection of the body, The Holy One be with you,
and the life everlasting. Amen. and also with you.

Let us pray: (stop and pray for those on your heart today)
* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* COLLECT: AMBROSE OF MILAN

+ COMMEMORATION: AMBROSE OF MILAN Gracious God, our Shepherd, we thank you for raising up

Ambrose was known as an outstanding preacher and Ambrose of Milan as Bishop in your church.

author. He is perhaps best known for his converting Remembering his faithfulness and care, fill all shepherds

influence upon Augustine, whom Ambrose baptized in of your church with truth in doctrine, Fidelity in Word and

Easter Day, 387. His writings On the Mysteries and On the Sacrament, and boldness and vision in leading the
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people, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and * PRAYER FOR THOSE WE LOVE
forever. Amen. Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your
* For All the Saints never-failing care and love, for this life and the life to

come, knowing that you are doing for them better things
* PRAYERS FOR THOSE WHO MOURN

Most merciful God, whose wisdom is beyond our

than we can desire or pray for; through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.
understanding: Deal graciously with those deep in
their grief. Surround them with your love, that they
may not be overwhelmed by their loss, but have » THE LORD’S PRAYER
confidence in your goodness, and strength to meet Our Father in heaven,
the days to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. hallowed be your name,
Amen. your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
* IN THE MORNING

This is another day, O Lord. | know not what it will

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

bring, but make me ready, Lord, for whatever it may be. ) ) _
as we forgive those who sin against us.

If | am to stand up, help me to stand bravely. If | am to ) )
P P y Save us from the time of trial

sit still, help me to sit quietly. If | am to lie low, help me ) .
P g y P and deliver us from evil.

to do it patiently. And if | am to do nothing, let me do it )
P y g For the kingdom, the power,

gallantly. Make these words more than words, and give
and the glory are yours

me the Spirit of Jesus. Amen.
now and forever. Amen.
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* COLLECT OF THE WEEK * CONCLUDING PRAYER
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father,

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to

preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: You have brought us in safety to this new day:

Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, preserve us with your mighty power,

that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our that we may not fall into sin,

Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy nor be overcome by adversity;

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

* PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time

* BLESSING
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

with one accord to make our common supplication to and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you now and

you; and you have promised through your well- always. Amen.
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered

together in his Name you will be in the midst of them:

Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may

be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of

your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.

Amen.
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Morning Prayer

A ministry of the faithful at
Elwood United Methodist Church

Unless otherwise noted, prayers used in morning prayer recordings are from
the Book of Common Prayer under public domain.
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“Reprinted from For All the Saints: A Calendar of Commemorations for
United Methodists, 2nd edition, editor Heather Josselyn-Cranson,
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All prayers cited * OSL are;
“Reprinted from The Book of OFFICES and SERVICES of The Order of
Saint Luke, © 2012 by The Order of Saint Luke.
Used by permission of OSL Publications.”

All collects cited * Holy Women, Holy Men are reprinted from
Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the Saints
Copyright © 2010 by The Church Pension Fund

All collects cited * Lesser Feasts and Fasts are reprinted from
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