Thursday, December 16, 2021

* OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER
O God, open our lips,
and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.
From the rising of the sun to its setting,

we praise your name, O God.

* REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM
By Word and water God renews us this day
in the living fountain of God’s grace,
and raises us with Christ Jesus
to live a new life in the Spirit. * OSL
Satisfy us in the morning
with your steadfast love, O God,
that we may sing for joy

and be glad all our days. PSALM 90:14

* MORNING CANTICLE OF JOY
Be joyful in the LORD, all you lands;
serve the LORD with gladness
and come before God’s presence with a song.
Know this: The LORD is God; the LORD has made us,

and we belong to the One who created us;
we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture.
Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving;
go into God’s courts with praise;
give thanks to God and call upon God’s Name.
For the LORD is good;
God’s mercy is everlasting;

and God'’s faithfulness endures from age to age.

Psaumv 100

* MORNING PRAYER
The Holy One* be with you;
And also with you.

Let us pray:

We give you hearty thanks for the rest of the past
night and for the gift of a new day, with its
opportunities of pleasing you. Grant that we may so
pass its hours in the perfect freedom of your service,
that at eventide we may again give thanks unto you.

Amen.
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* Psalm 50 NRsv

Call on me in the day of trouble;

| will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.

1 The mighty one, God the LORD,
speaks and summons the earth
from the rising of the sun to its setting.
2 Qut of Zion, the perfection of beauty,
God shines forth.

3 Our God comes and does not keep silence,
before him is a devouring fire,
and a mighty tempest all around him.

4He calls to the heavens above

and to the earth, that he may judge his people:

5> “Gather to me my faithful ones,
who made a covenant with me by sacrifice!”
6 The heavens declare his righteousness,

for God himself is judge.  Selah

"“Hear, O my people, and | will speak,
O Israel, | will testify against you.
| am God, your God.
8 Not for your sacrifices do | rebuke you;
your burnt offerings are continually before me.

91 will not accept a bull from your house,

or goats from your folds.

10 For every wild animal of the forest is mine,
the cattle on a thousand hills.

111 know all the birds of the air,

and all that moves in the field is mine.

12“If | were hungry, | would not tell you,
for the world and all that is in it is mine.

13Do | eat the flesh of bulls,
or drink the blood of goats?

14 Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving,
and pay your vows to the Most High.

15 Call on me in the day of trouble;

| will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.”

23 Those who bring thanksgiving as their sacrifice honor

me;
to those who go the right way

| will show the salvation of God.”

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.

Call on me in the day of trouble;

| will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.
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* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* 1St READING: Revelation 4:9-5:5 NRsv

9 And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor
and thanks to the one who is seated on the throne, who

lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall before
the one who is seated on the throne and worship the one
who lives forever and ever; they cast their crowns before

the throne, singing,

11*You are worthy, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things,

and by your will they existed and were created.”

5 Then | saw in the right hand of the one seated on the
throne a scroll written on the inside and on the back,
sealed® with seven seals; 2and | saw a mighty angel
proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the
scroll and break its seals?” 3 And no one in heaven or on
earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to
look into it. * And | began to weep bitterly because no one
was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it.
5Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. See,
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has

conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven

seals.”

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* 2nd READING: Matthew 25:1-13 NRSV

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the
bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were
wise. 3 When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil
with them; 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.
5 As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became
drowsy and slept. 6 But at midnight there was a shout,
‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’
"Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their
lamps. & The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of
your oil, for our lamps are going out.” ° But the wise
replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us;

you had better go to the dealers and buy some for
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yourselves.’ 1 And while they went to buy it, the

bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with

him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut.

11 ater the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord,
lord, open to us.’ 2 But he replied, ‘Truly | tell you, | do not

know you.” 13 Keep awake therefore, for you know neither

the day nor the hour.

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH

We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,

for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage.

You have brought forth a strong De-liverer
in the house of your child David.
This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:
deliverance from enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us;
mercy a-mong our ancestors,

and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant.

This is the promise you swore
to our an-cestor, Abraham,
to make us un-a-fraid,
to rescue us from our enemies,
to serve before you, holy and just,
all the days of our lives.
And this, my little child,
shall be called prophet of the Most High,
going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths,
making your people know de-liverance
by the forgiveness of their sins.
Through your merciful compassions, God our God,
the dawn from on high shall visit us,
to shine on those kept in dungeons
and the shadows of death

and to guide our feet onto the path of peace.

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.

* THE APOSTLE’S CREED

| believe in God,
the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.
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And in Jesus Christ, Let us pray: (stop and pray for those on your heart today)
his only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, « FOR HEALTH OF BODY AND SOUL

For those we have lifted up today, may God the Father

born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, bless you, God the Son heal you, God the Holy Spirit

was crucified, died, and was buried; give you strength. May God the holy and undivided

the third day he rose from the dead; Trinity guard your body, save your soul, and bring

he ascended into heaven, you safely to his heavenly country; where he lives and

and sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty. :
reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
From there he shall come again to judge
the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church, + EOR SOCIAL SERVICE

Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son came not to be

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, served but to serve: Bless all who, following in his steps,

the resurrection of the body, give themselves to the service of others; that with wisdom,

and the life everlasting. Amen. patience, and courage, they may minister in his Name to

the suffering, the friendless, and the needy; for the love of

« SILENCE EOR REELECTION him who laid down his life for us, your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

* PRAYERS Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Holy One be with you,

and also with you.
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* Prayer of Saint Ephrem (306-373) * COLLECT OF THE WEEK
O Lord and Master of my life, spare me from the spirit of Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come
apathy and meddling, of idle chatter and love of power. among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our
Instead, grant to me, your servant, the spirit of integrity sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and
and humility, of patience and love. Yes, O Lord and God, deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with
grant me the grace to be aware of my sins and not to you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for
judge others, for you are blessed, now and ever and ever. Amen.

forever. Amen.

* PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time

* THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,

with one accord to make our common supplication to

you; and you have promised through your well-

hallowed be your name,
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered

your kingdom come, L. : . :
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them:

your will be done, _ . -
Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may

on earth as in heaven. , ) ,
be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of

Give us today our daily bread. _ ) .
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.

Forgive us our sins

Amen.
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil. * CONCLUDING PRAYER
For the kingdom, the power, Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father,
and the glory are yours You have brought us in safety to this new day:
now and forever. Amen. preserve us with your mighty power,
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that we may not fall into sin,
nor be overcome by adversity;
and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

~ BLESSING
The amazing grace of the Master, Jesus Christ, the
extravagant love of God, the intimate friendship of the

Holy Spirit, be with all of you. Amen.
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