Saturday, December 25, 2021

* OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER
O God, open our lips,
and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.
From the rising of the sun to its setting,

we praise your name, O God.

* REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM
By Word and water God renews us this day
in the living fountain of God’s grace,
and raises us with Christ Jesus
to live a new life in the Spirit. *OSL
Satisfy us in the morning
with your steadfast love, O God,

that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.

* MORNING CANTICLE OF WISDOM
Wisdom has built her house, setting up seven pillars.
She has prepared the food and wine and set her table.
She has sent out her servants
to call out from the Heights above the city:
“Let those who want enlightenment come.

Come, taste my bread and drink my spiced wine.

Give up your foolishness and live,
And walk the path of understanding.”
If you are wise, your reward is wisdom;
If you teach the just, they grow in understanding.
Wisdom begins with reverence for God,

and knowledge of the holy one is insight.
* OSL

* MORNING PRAYER
The Holy One* be with you;

And also with you.

Let us pray:

Give us, O Lord, steadfast hearts, which no unworthy
thought can drag downward, unconquered hearts,
which no tribulation can wear out, upright hearts,
which no unworthy purpose may tempt aside.
Bestow upon us also, O Lord our God, understanding
to know you, diligence to seek you, wisdom to find
you, and a faithfulness that may finally embrace you;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

(SAINT THOMAS, ITALY, 13TH CENT.)
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* Psalm 85 NRsv

Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;

righteousness and peace will kiss each other.

LORD, you were favorable to your land;
you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
2You forgave the iniquity of your people;

you pardoned all their sin.Selah
3You withdrew all your wrath;

you turned from your hot anger.

4 Restore us again, O God of our salvation,
and put away your indignation toward us.
5 Will you be angry with us forever?
Will you prolong your anger to all generations?
& Will you not revive us again,
so that your people may rejoice in you?
" Show us your steadfast love, O LORD,

and grant us your salvation.

8 Let me hear what God the LorD will speak,

for he will speak peace to his people,

to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.2
9 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,

that his glory may dwell in our land.

10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;
righteousness and peace will kiss each other.
11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,
and righteousness will look down from the sky.
12The Lorp will give what is good,
and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness will go before him,

and will make a path for his steps.

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.

Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;

righteousness and peace will kiss each other.

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* 1St READING: 1 John 4:7-16 NRSV

"Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from
God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.
8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is
love. ° God’s love was revealed among us in this way:

God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+85&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-15280a
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through him. 10 1In this is love, not that we loved God but
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. 1! Beloved, since God loved us so
much, we also ought to love one another. 2 No one has
ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us,

and his love is perfected in us.

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us,
because he has given us of his Spirit. 1* And we have
seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as
the Savior of the world. ** God abides in those who
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in
God. ¢ So we have known and believe the love that God

has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God,

and God abides in them.

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* GOSPEL: John 3:31-36 NRsv

31 The one who comes from above is above all; the one
who is of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks about
earthly things. The one who comes from heaven is above
all. 32 He testifies to what he has seen and heard, yet no
one accepts his testimony. 33 Whoever has accepted his
testimony has certified this, that God is true. 3* He whom
God has sent speaks the words of God, for he gives the
Spirit without measure. 3° The Father loves the Son and
has placed all things in his hands. 3¢ Whoever believes in
the Son has eternal life; whoever disobeys the Son will

not see life, but must endure God’s wrath.

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH
We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,
for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage.

You have brought forth a strong De-liverer
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in the house of your child David. * SILENCE FOR REFLECTION
This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:
deliverance from enemies and from the hand * THE APOSTLE’S CREED
of all who hate us; | believe in God, the Father Almighty,
mercy a-mong our ancestors, maker of heaven and earth.
and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;
This is the promise you swore who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
to our an-cestor, Abraham, born of the virgin Mary,
to make us un-a-fraid, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
to rescue us from our enemies, was crucified, died, and was buried,;
to serve before you, holy and just, the third day he rose from the dead;
all the days of our lives. he ascended into heaven,
And this, my little child, and sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty.
shall be called prophet of the Most High, From there he shall come again to judge
going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths, the living and the dead.
making your people know de-liverance | believe in the Holy Spirit,
by the forgiveness of their sins. the holy catholic Church,
Through your merciful compassions, God our God, the communion of saints,
the dawn from on high shall visit us, the forgiveness of sins,
to shine on those kept in dungeons the resurrection of the body,
and the shadows of death and the life everlasting. Amen.
and to guide our feet onto the path of peace.
Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,
one God, now and for-ever, A-men. * SILENCE FOR REFLECTION




12/25/21

* PRAYERS
The Holy One be with you,

and also with you.

Let us pray: (stop and pray for those on your heart today)

* FOR A SICK PERSON

O Father of mercies and God of all comfort, our only help

in time of need: We humbly ask you to recognize, visit, and
relieve your sick servants for whom our prayers are
desired. Look upon them with the eyes of your mercy;
comfort them with a sense of your goodness; preserve
them from the temptations of the enemy; and give them
patience under their affliction. In your good time, restore
them to health, and enable them to live the remainder of
their lives in your awe, and to your glory; and grant that
finally they may dwell with you in life everlasting; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

* CLERGY AND PEOPLE
Almighty and everlasting God, from whom comes every

good and perfect gift: Send down upon our bishops, and

other clergy, and upon the congregations committed to
their charge, the healthful Spirit of your grace: and, that
they may truly please you, pour upon them the continual
dew of your blessing. Grant this, O Lord, for the honor of

our Advocate and Mediator, Jesus Christ. Amen.

* A COLLECT FOR THE RENEWAL OF LIFE
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day

from the night and turns the shadow of death into the
morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline
our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into
the way of peace; that, having done your will with
cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night
comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.

* THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done,
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on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

* COLLECT OF THE WEEK
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily

visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may
find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and for ever. Amen.

* PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time

with one accord to make our common supplication to
you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them:

Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may

be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.

Amen.

* CONCLUDING PRAYER
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father,
You have brought us in safety to this new day:
preserve us with your mighty power,
that we may not fall into sin,
nor be overcome by adversity;
and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*~ BLESSING
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

Amen.
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