Friday, December 24, 2021 And on that day you shall say,
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;

* OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER :
Make his deeds known among the peoples;

O God, open our lips, . .
P P see that they remember that his Name is exalted.

and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.
P y P Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great

From the rising of the sun to its setting, things, and this is known in all the world

we praise your name, O God. . . . . .
P Y Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy,

for the great one in the midst of you
* REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM

By Word and water God renews us this day

is the Holy One of Israel. Isaiah 12:2-6

in the living fountain of God’s grace,

and raises us with Christ Jesus
* MORNING PRAYER

The Holy One* be with you;

to live a new life in the Spirit. * OSL
Satisfy us in the morning
with your steadfast love, O God, And also with you.

that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. Let us pray:

Dawn from on high,

* MORNING CANTICLE - The First Song of Isaiah Your light illumines all our days.
Surely, itis God who saves me; Awaken us to your visitations throughout this day.
| will trust in him and not be afraid. Be merciful in us for the sake of others. Make us
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, fearless when confronting injustice and need, that we
and he will be my Savior. may give you glory in the power of the Spirit. Amen.
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * For All the Saints

from the springs of salvation.




* Psalm 46 NRsv

The LorD of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our refuge.

God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;
3though its waters roar and foam,

though the mountains tremble with its tumult. Selah

4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.

5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;
God will help it when the morning dawns.

6 The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.

"The LorD of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah

8 Come, behold the works of the LORD;

see what desolations he has brought on the earth.
9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;

he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;

he burns the shields with fire.
10“Be still, and know that | am God!

| am exalted among the nations,

| am exalted in the earth.”
11 The LorD of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.

The LorD of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our refuge.

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* 1ST READING: Galatians 3:23-4:7 ces

23 Before faith came, we were guarded under the Law,
locked up until faith that was coming would be revealed, 4 so
that the Law became our custodian until Christ so that we

might be made righteous by faith.

25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a

custodian.

26You are all God’s children through faith in Christ Jesus.

27 All of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ. 22 There is neither Jew nor Greek;
there is neither slave nor free; nor is there male and female,

for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 2° Now if you belong to



Christ, then indeed you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs

according to the promise.

4 I’'m saying that as long as the heirs are minors, they are no
different from slaves, though they really are the owners of
everything. 2 However, they are placed under trustees and
guardians until the date set by the parents. 2 In the same
way, when we were minors, we were also enslaved by this
world’s system. 4 But when the fulfillment of the time came,
God sent his Son, born through a woman, and born under
the Law. ® This was so he could redeem those under the Law
so that we could be adopted. ® Because you are sons and
daughters, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,
crying, “Abba, Father!” ” Therefore, you are no longer a slave
but a son or daughter, and if you are his child, then you are

also an heir through God.

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* GOSPEL READING Matthew 1:18-25 ceB
18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. When
Mary his mother was engaged to Joseph, before they were
married, she became pregnant by the Holy Spirit. 1° Joseph
her husband was a righteous man. Because he didn’t want
to humiliate her, he decided to call off their engagement
quietly. 2° As he was thinking about this, an angel from the
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of
David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the
child she carries was conceived by the Holy Spirit. 21 She will
give birth to a son, and you will call him Jesus, because he
will save his people from their sins.” 22 Now all of this took
place so that what the Lord had spoken through the prophet

would be fulfilled:

23 Look! A virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a

son, And they will call him, Emmanuel.
(Emmanuel means “God with us.”)

24\When Joseph woke up, he did just as an angel from God
commanded and took Mary as his wife. 2° But he didn’t have
sexual relations with her until she gave birth to a son.

Joseph called him Jesus.

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!



* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH
We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,
for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage.
You have brought forth a strong De-liverer
in the house of your child David.
This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:
deliverance from enemies and from the hand
of all who hate us;
mercy a-mong our ancestors,
and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant.
This is the promise you swore to our an-cestor, Abraham,
to make us un-a-fraid,

to rescue us from our enemies,

to serve before you, holy and just, all the days of our lives.

And this, my little child,
shall be called prophet of the Most High,
going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths,
making your people know de-liverance
by the forgiveness of their sins.
Through your merciful compassions, God our God,
the dawn from on high shall visit us,

to shine on those kept in dungeons
and the shadows of death

and to guide our feet onto the path of peace.

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* THE APOSTLE’S CREED

| believe in God,

the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ,

his only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and sits at the right hand

of the Father Almighty.

From there he shall come again to judge

LUKE 1:68-79



the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* PRAYERS

The Holy One be with you,
and also with you.

Let us pray: (stop and pray for those on your heart today)

* PRAYER FOR RECOVERY OF SICKNESS
O God, the strength of the weak and the comfort of

sufferers: Mercifully accept our prayers, and grant to
those we pray for this day, the help of your power,
that their sickness may be turned into health, and our

sorrow into joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

* PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES

Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and

keeping all the men and women of our armed forces at home
and abroad. Defend them day by day with your heavenly
grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give
them courage to face the perils which beset them; and grant
them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may

be; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

* PRAYER FOR THE MISSION of the CHURCH

Everliving God, whose will it is that all should come to

you through your Son Jesus Christ: Inspire our witness
to him, that all may know the power of his forgiveness
and the hope of his resurrection; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

* THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.



Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.

* COLLECT FOR FRIDAY
Lord Jesus Christ, by your death you took away the sting of

death: Grant to us your servants so to follow in faith where
you have led the way, that we may at length fall asleep
peacefully in you and wake up in your likeness; for your

tender mercies' sake. Amen.

* COLLECT OF THE WEEK

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation,
that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a
mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

* PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with

one accord to make our common supplication to you;
and you have promised through your well-beloved Son
that when two or three are gathered together in his
Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O
Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us;
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in
the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

* CONCLUDING PRAYER
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father,
You have brought us in safety to this new day:
preserve us with your mighty power,
that we may not fall into sin,
nor be overcome by adversity;
and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

* BLESSING
“But blessed are those who trust in the Lord
and have made the Lord their hope and confidence.

They are like trees planted along a riverbank,



with roots that reach deep into the water.

Such trees are not bothered by the heat .
, Morning Prayer
or worried by long months of drought.

Their leaves stay green, A ministry of the faithful at

and they never stop producing fruit.” Amen. Jeremiah 17:7-8 Elwood United Methodist Church
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