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Friday, December 3, 2021 

  OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER      

O God, open our lips, 

and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.  

From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

we praise your name, O God.   

 

  REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM  

By Word and water God renews us this day  

in the living fountain of God’s grace, 

and raises us with Christ Jesus  

to live a new life in the Spirit.    * OSL 

 Satisfy us in the morning  

 with your steadfast love, O God, 

 that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. 

 

 

  MORNING CANTICLE - The First Song of Isaiah 

Surely, it is God who saves me;  

    I will trust in him and not be afraid.  

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense,  

    and he will be my Savior.  

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing   

    from the springs of salvation.  

 

And on that day you shall say,   

    Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;  

Make his deeds known among the peoples;  

    see that they remember that his Name is exalted.  

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great 

things, and this is known in all the world.  

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy,  

    for the great one in the midst of you  

        is the Holy One of Israel.    Isaiah 12:2-6   

 

 
 
   MORNING PRAYER 

  The Holy One* be with you; 

    And also with you.  

 
Let us pray:   

Dawn from on high, 

Your light illumines all our days. 

Awaken us to your visitations throughout this day. 

Be merciful in us for the sake of others. Make us 

fearless when confronting injustice and need, that we 

may give you glory in the power of the Spirit.  Amen. 

     * For All the Saints 
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  Psalm 17   NRSV    

Guard me as the apple of the eye; 

    hide me in the shadow of your wings. 

1 Hear a just cause, O LORD; attend to my cry; 

    give ear to my prayer from lips free of deceit. 

2 From you let my vindication come; 

    let your eyes see the right. 

3 If you try my heart, if you visit me by night, 

    if you test me, you will find no wickedness in me; 

    my mouth does not transgress. 

4 As for what others do, by the word of your lips 

    I have avoided the ways of the violent. 

5 My steps have held fast to your paths; 

    my feet have not slipped. 

6 I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God; 

    incline your ear to me, hear my words. 

7 Wondrously show your steadfast love, 

    O savior of those who seek refuge 

    from their adversaries at your right hand. 

8 Guard me as the apple of the eye; 

    hide me in the shadow of your wings, 

9 from the wicked who despoil me, 

    my deadly enemies who surround me. 

10 They close their hearts to pity; 

    with their mouths they speak arrogantly. 

11 They track me down; now they surround me; 

    they set their eyes to cast me to the ground. 

12 They are like a lion eager to tear, 

    like a young lion lurking in ambush. 

13 Rise up, O LORD, confront them, overthrow them! 

    By your sword deliver my life from the wicked, 

14 from mortals—by your hand, O LORD— 

    from mortals whose portion in life is in this world. 

May their bellies be filled with what you have stored up for 

them; 

    may their children have more than enough; 

    may they leave something over to their little ones. 

15 As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness; 

    when I awake I shall be satisfied, beholding your likeness. 

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  

    one God, now and for-ever, A-men.  

Guard me as the apple of the eye; 

    hide me in the shadow of your wings. 

 
  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 

 1ST READING:  Jude 1-16  NRSV      

1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, 
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To those who are called, who are beloved in God the Father 

and kept safe for Jesus Christ: 

2 May mercy, peace, and love be yours in abundance. 

3 Beloved, while eagerly preparing to write to you about the 

salvation we share, I find it necessary to write and appeal to 

you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to 

the saints. 4 For certain intruders have stolen in among you, 

people who long ago were designated for this condemnation 

as ungodly, who pervert the grace of our God into 

licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus 

Christ. 

5 Now I desire to remind you, though you are fully informed, 

that the Lord, who once for all saved a people out of the land 

of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe. 

6 And the angels who did not keep their own position, but left 

their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains in 

deepest darkness for the judgment of the great day. 

7 Likewise, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, 

which, in the same manner as they, indulged in sexual 

immorality and pursued unnatural lust, serve as an example 

by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire. 

8 Yet in the same way these dreamers also defile the flesh, 

reject authority, and slander the glorious ones. 9 But when 

the archangel Michael contended with the devil and disputed 

about the body of Moses, he did not dare to bring a 

condemnation of slander against him, but said, “The Lord 

rebuke you!” 10 But these people slander whatever they do 

not understand, and they are destroyed by those things that, 

like irrational animals, they know by instinct. 11 Woe to them! 

For they go the way of Cain, and abandon themselves to 

Balaam’s error for the sake of gain, and perish in Korah’s 

rebellion. 12 These are blemishes on your love-feasts, while 

they feast with you without fear, feeding themselves. They 

are waterless clouds carried along by the winds; autumn 

trees without fruit, twice dead, uprooted; 13 wild waves of the 

sea, casting up the foam of their own shame; wandering 

stars, for whom the deepest darkness has been reserved 

forever. 

14 It was also about these that Enoch, in the seventh 

generation from Adam, prophesied, saying, “See, the Lord is 

coming with ten thousands of his holy ones, 15 to execute 

judgment on all, and to convict everyone of all the deeds of 

ungodliness that they have committed in such an ungodly 

way, and of all the harsh things that ungodly sinners have 

spoken against him.” 16 These are grumblers and 

malcontents; they indulge their own lusts; they are 

bombastic in speech, flattering people to their own 

advantage. 



4 
 

Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  
 

 

 GOSPEL READING  Matthew  22:1-14   NRSV   

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The 

kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a 

wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his slaves to call 

those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they 

would not come. 4 Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell 

those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my 

dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, 

and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 5 But 

they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another 

to his business, 6 while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated 

them, and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent his 

troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 

8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but 

those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore into the main 

streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding 

banquet.’ 10 Those slaves went out into the streets and 

gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the 

wedding hall was filled with guests. 

11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a 

man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, 12 and he 

said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a 

wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king 

said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw 

him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few are 

chosen.” 

Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

   SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 
 

  CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH 

We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,  

for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage. 

You have brought forth a strong De-liverer  

in the house of your child David.  

This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:  

deliverance from enemies and from the hand  

of all who hate us;  
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mercy a-mong our ancestors,  

and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant.  

This is the promise you swore to our an-cestor, Abraham,  

to make us un-a-fraid,  

to rescue us from our enemies,  

to serve before you, holy and just, all the days of our lives. 

And this, my little child,  

shall be called prophet of the Most High,  

going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths,  

making your people know de-liverance  

by the forgiveness of their sins.  

Through your merciful compassions, God our God,  

the dawn from on high shall visit us,  

to shine on those kept in dungeons  

and the shadows of death  

and to guide our feet onto the path of peace.     LUKE 1:68-79 

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.  

 

 

 

 SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 

 

 

  THE APOSTLE’S CREED   

I believe in God, 

 the Father Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ,  

 his only Son, our Lord; 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  the third day he rose from the dead; 

  he ascended into heaven,  

  and sits at the right hand  

of the Father Almighty. 

  From there he shall come again to judge 

  the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

 

 SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  
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  PRAYERS 

 The Holy One be with you,  

      and also with you. 

 
Let us pray:  (stop and pray for those on your heart today) 

 

 PRAYER FOR RECOVERY OF SICKNESS 

O God, the strength of the weak and the comfort of  

sufferers:  Mercifully accept our prayers, and grant to  

those we pray for this day, the help of your power,  

that their sickness may be turned into health, and our  

sorrow into joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

  FOR THOSE CELEBRATING BRTHDAYS TODAY   

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; 

bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen 

them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or 

sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may 

your peace which passes understanding abide all the days 

of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

*  FOR THOSE WHO LIVE ALONE 

Almighty God, whose Son had nowhere to lay his head: 

Grant that those who live alone may not be lonely in their 

solitude, but that, following in his steps, they may find 

fulfillment in loving you and their neighbors; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER     

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  

and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen.  

 

  COLLECT FOR FRIDAY     

Lord Jesus Christ, by your death you took away the sting of 

death: Grant to us your servants so to follow in faith where 

you have led the way, that we may at length fall asleep 

peacefully in you and wake up in your likeness; for your 

tender mercies' sake.  Amen. 
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  COLLECT OF THE WEEK    

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of 

darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of 

this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us 

in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again 

in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, 

we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

  PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM    

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with 

one accord to make our common supplication to you; 

and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 

that when two or three are gathered together in his 

Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O 

Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 

granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in 

the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

  CONCLUDING PRAYER  

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, 

You have brought us in safety to this new day:  

preserve us with your mighty power,  

that we may not fall into sin,  

nor be overcome by adversity; 

and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

  BLESSING  

“But blessed are those who trust in the Lord 

    and have made the Lord their hope and confidence. 

They are like trees planted along a riverbank, 

    with roots that reach deep into the water. 

Such trees are not bothered by the heat 

    or worried by long months of drought. 

Their leaves stay green, 

    and they never stop producing fruit.”  Amen.  Jeremiah 17:7-8 
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Morning Prayer 

 
A ministry of the faithful at 

Elwood United Methodist Church 

 
Unless otherwise noted, prayers used in morning prayer recordings are from  

the Book of Common Prayer under public domain. 

 

All biographical information and prayers cited * For All the Saints are; 

“Reprinted from For All the Saints: A Calendar of  Commemorations for  

United Methodists, 2nd edition, editor Heather Josselyn-Cranson,  

© 2013 by the Order of Saint  Luke. Used by permission.” 

 

All prayers cited * OSL are; 

“Reprinted from The Book of OFFICES and SERVICES of The Order of  

Saint Luke,  © 2012 by The Order of Saint Luke. 

Used by permission of OSL Publications.” 

 

All collects cited * Holy Women, Holy Men are reprinted from 

Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the Saints 

Copyright © 2010 by The Church Pension Fund 

 

All collects cited * Lesser Feasts and Fasts are reprinted from 

Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2006 

Copyright © 2010 by The Church Pension Fund 

 


