
Wednesday, October 20, 2021:   

   OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER      

O God, open our lips, 

and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.  

From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

we praise your name, O God.   

 

   REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM  

By Word and water God renews us this day  

in the living fountain of God’s grace, 

and raises us with Christ Jesus  

to live a new life in the Spirit.    * OSL 

 Satisfy us in the morning  

     with your steadfast love, O God,  

that we may sing for joy  

and be glad all our days.     

 

 

   MORNING CANTICLE - The Second Song of Isaiah 

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found;  

    call upon him when he draws near.  

Let the wicked forsake their ways  

    and the evil ones their thoughts;  

 

And let them turn to the Lord,  

  and he will have compassion,  

      and to our God, for he will richly pardon.  

For my thoughts are not your thoughts,  

    nor your ways my ways, says the Lord.  

For as the heavens are higher than the earth,  

    so are my ways higher than your ways,  

    and my thoughts than your thoughts.  

For as rain and snow fall from the heavens  

    and return not again, but water the earth,  

Bringing forth life and giving growth,   

    seed for sowing and bread for eating,  

So is my word that goes forth from my mouth;  

    it will not return to me empty;  

But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, 

    and prosper in that for which I sent it.    Isaiah 55:6-11 

   

 

   MORNING PRAYER 

  The Holy One be with you; 

    And also with you.  

Let us pray:  
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Almighty and everlasting God, in whom we live and 

move and have our being, you created us for 

yourself, so that our hearts are restless until they 

find rest in you.  Grant to us such piety of heart and 

strength of purpose that no selfish passion may 

hinder us from knowing your will, and no weakness 

from doing it. In your light may we see life clearly 

and, in your service, find perfect freedom; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

                                                              St. Augustine  
  

 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  
 
 

   Psalm 38    NRSV    

O my God, do not be far from me; 

   make haste to help me, O Lord, my salvation. 

1 O LORD, do not rebuke me in your anger, 

    or discipline me in your wrath. 

2 For your arrows have sunk into me, 

    and your hand has come down on me. 

3 There is no soundness in my flesh 

    because of your indignation; 

there is no health in my bones 

    because of my sin. 

4 For my iniquities have gone over my head; 

    they weigh like a burden too heavy for me. 

5 My wounds grow foul and fester 

    because of my foolishness; 

6 I am utterly bowed down and prostrate; 

    all day long I go around mourning. 

7 For my loins are filled with burning, 

    and there is no soundness in my flesh. 

8 I am utterly spent and crushed; 

    I groan because of the tumult of my heart. 

9 O Lord, all my longing is known to you; 

    my sighing is not hidden from you. 

10 My heart throbs, my strength fails me; 

    as for the light of my eyes—it also has gone from me. 

11 My friends and companions stand aloof from my 

affliction, 

    and my neighbors stand far off. 

12 Those who seek my life lay their snares; 

    those who seek to hurt me speak of ruin, 

    and meditate treachery all day long. 

13 But I am like the deaf, I do not hear; 

    like the mute, who cannot speak. 
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14 Truly, I am like one who does not hear, 

    and in whose mouth is no retort. 

15 But it is for you, O LORD, that I wait; 

    it is you, O Lord my God, who will answer. 

16 For I pray, “Only do not let them rejoice over me, 

    those who boast against me when my foot slips.” 

17 For I am ready to fall, 

    and my pain is ever with me. 

18 I confess my iniquity; 

    I am sorry for my sin. 

19 Those who are my foes without cause are mighty, 

    and many are those who hate me wrongfully. 

20 Those who render me evil for good 

    are my adversaries because I follow after good. 

21 Do not forsake me, O LORD; 

    O my God, do not be far from me; 

22 make haste to help me, 

    O Lord, my salvation. 

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.  

O my God, do not be far from me; 

   make haste to help me, O Lord, my salvation. 

    1st  READING:  1 Corinthians 15:51-58    NRSV 

51 Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but 

we will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of 

an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 

and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 

changed. 53 For this perishable body must put on 

imperishability, and this mortal body must put on 

immortality. 54 When this perishable body puts on 

imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, 

then the saying that is written will be fulfilled: 

“Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 

55 “Where, O death, is your victory? 

    Where, O death, is your sting?” 

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 

57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

58 Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, 

always excelling in the work of the Lord, because you 

know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 

Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God! 
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  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  
 
 

 
   GOSPEL:  Matthew 12:1-14   NRSV 

 At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the 

sabbath; his disciples were hungry, and they began to 

pluck heads of grain and to eat. 2 When the Pharisees 

saw it, they said to him, “Look, your disciples are doing 

what is not lawful to do on the sabbath.” 3 He said to them, 

“Have you not read what David did when he and his 

companions were hungry? 4 He entered the house of God 

and ate the bread of the Presence, which it was not lawful 

for him or his companions to eat, but only for the priests. 

5 Or have you not read in the law that on the sabbath the 

priests in the temple break the sabbath and yet are 

guiltless? 6 I tell you, something greater than the temple is 

here. 7 But if you had known what this means, ‘I desire 

mercy and not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned 

the guiltless. 8 For the Son of Man is lord of the sabbath.” 

9 He left that place and entered their synagogue; 10 a man 

was there with a withered hand, and they asked him, “Is it 

lawful to cure on the sabbath?” so that they might accuse 

him. 11 He said to them, “Suppose one of you has only 

one sheep and it falls into a pit on the sabbath; will you 

not lay hold of it and lift it out? 12 How much more valuable 

is a human being than a sheep! So it is lawful to do good 

on the sabbath.” 13 Then he said to the man, “Stretch out 

your hand.” He stretched it out, and it was restored, as 

sound as the other. 14 But the Pharisees went out and 

conspired against him, how to destroy him. 

Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  
 
 
 
   THE APOSTLE’S CREED   

I believe in God,  

 the Father Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ,   

his only Son, our Lord; 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
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  the third day he rose from the dead; 

  he ascended into heaven,  

  and sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty. 

  From there he shall come again to judge 

  the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 

   PRAYERS 

 The Holy One be with you,  

      and also with you. 

 

 Let us pray:  (stop and pray for those on your heart today) 

 

   PRAYER FOR RECOVERY OF SICKNESS  

O God of heavenly powers, by the might of your 

command you drive away from our bodies all sickness 

and all infirmity:  Be present in your goodness with those 

we lift today, that their weaknesses may be banished and 

their strength restored; and that with health being 

renewed, all may bless your holy Name; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

  FOR THE HARVEST OF LANDS AND WATERS 

O gracious Father, who opens your hand and fills all 

things living with abundance: Bless the lands and  

waters, and multiply the harvests of the world; let your 

Spirit go forth, that it may renew the face of the earth; 

show your loving-kindness, that our land may give her 

increase; and save us from selfish use of what you give, 

that men and women everywhere may give you thanks; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

  

 

 PRAYERS FOR THE POOR AND THE NEGLECTED 

Almighty and most merciful God, we remember before 

you all poor and neglected persons whom it would be 

easy for us to forget: the homeless and the destitute, the 

old and the sick, and all who have none to care for them. 

Help us to heal those who are broken in body or spirit, 

and to turn their sorrow into joy. Grant this, Father, for the 

love of your Son, who for our sake became poor, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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   THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  

and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

 

  COLLECT OF THE WEEK    

Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed 

your glory among the nations: Preserve the works of your 

mercy, that your Church throughout the world may 

persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your 

Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever.  Amen. 

 

 

   PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time 

with one accord to make our common supplication 

to you; and you have promised through your well-

beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 

together in his Name you will be in the midst of 

them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions 

as may be best for us; granting us in this world, 

knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

   CONCLUDING PRAYER   

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, 

You have brought us in safety to this new day:  

preserve us with your mighty power,  

that we may not fall into sin,  

nor be overcome by adversity; 

and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    
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   BLESSING  

 

“The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his 

face shine on you and be gracious to you; the LORD 

turn his face toward you and give you peace.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Morning Prayer 

 
A ministry of the faithful at 

Elwood United Methodist Church 

 
Unless otherwise noted, prayers used in morning prayer recordings are from  

the Book of Common Prayer under public domain. 

 


