Tuesday, September 21, 2021 For you, O God, are a great God,

« OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER you are great above all gods.

O God, open our lips, In your hand are the caverns of the earth,

and our mouths shall proclaim your praise. and the heights of the hills are yours also.
From the rising of the sun to its setting, The sea is yours, for you made it,

we praise your name, O God. and your hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us bow down and bend the knee,

+ REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM and kneel before God, our Maker.

By Word and water God renews us this day For you are our God,

in the living fountain of God’s grace, and we are the people of your pasture

and raises us with Christ Jesus and the sheep of your hand.

to live a new life in the Spirit. * OSL Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice!
Satisfy us in the morning PsALM 95:1-7

with your steadfast love, O God,

that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.
* MORNING PRAYER

The Holy One be with you;
* MORNING CANTICLE OF PRAISE And also with you.

Come, let us sing to the Ho-ly One;

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. Let us pray:

Let us come before God’s presence Almighty and everlasting God, in whom we live and

with thanksgiving, move and have our being, you created us for

and raise a loud shout with psalms yourself, so that our hearts are restless until they

find rest in you. Grant to us such piety of heart and
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strength of purpose that no selfish passion may
hinder us from knowing your will, and no weakness
from doing it. In your light may we see life clearly
and, in your service, find perfect freedom,;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

St. Augustine

* Psalm 78:1-8 NRrsv
He remembered that they were but flesh,

awind that passes and does not come again.

1 Give ear, O my people, to my teaching;
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
2| will open my mouth in a parable;
| will utter dark sayings from of old,
3things that we have heard and known,
that our ancestors have told us.
4We will not hide them from their children;
we will tell to the coming generation
the glorious deeds of the LORD, and his might,
and the wonders that he has done.

5 He established a decree in Jacob,
and appointed a law in Israel,

which he commanded our ancestors

to teach to their children;
6 that the next generation might know them,
the children yet unborn,
and rise up and tell them to their children,
7 so that they should set their hope in God,
and not forget the works of God,
but keep his commandments;
8 and that they should not be like their ancestors,
a stubborn and rebellious generation,
a generation whose heart was not steadfast,

whose spirit was not faithful to God.

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.

He remembered that they were but flesh,

a wind that passes and does not come again.

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* 1St READING: 1 Corinthians 5:1-8 NRsv
It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality

among you, and of a kind that is not found even among
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pagans; for a man is living with his father’s wife. 2 And you
are arrogant! Should you not rather have mourned, so that
he who has done this would have been removed from

among you?

3 For though absent in body, | am present in spirit; and as
if present | have already pronounced judgment #in the
name of the Lord Jesus on the man who has done such a
thing. When you are assembled, and my spirit is present
with the power of our Lord Jesus, °you are to hand this
man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that

his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.

6Your boasting is not a good thing. Do you not know that
a little yeast leavens the whole batch of dough? 7 Clean
out the old yeast so that you may be a new batch, as you
really are unleavened. For our paschal lamb, Christ, has
been sacrificed. & Therefore, let us celebrate the festival,
not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and evil, but
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* 2nd READING: Matthew 5:27-37 NRSV

27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit
adultery.’ 22 But | say to you that everyone who looks at a
woman with lust has already committed adultery with her
in his heart. 2° If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it
out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of
your members than for your whole body to be thrown into
hell. 3 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off
and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your
members than for your whole body to go into hell.

314t was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him
give her a certificate of divorce.” 32 But | say to you that
anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of
unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever

marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

33“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of
ancient times, “You shall not swear falsely, but carry out
the vows you have made to the Lord.’ **But | say to you,
Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of
God, 3% or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by
Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 6 And do not
swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white
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or black. %7 Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’;

anything more than this comes from the evil one.

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH

We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,

for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage.
You have brought forth a strong De-liverer
in the house of your child David.
This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:
deliverance from enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us;
mercy a-mong our ancestors,

and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant.

This is the promise you swore to our an-cestor, Abraham,

to make us un-a-fraid,
to rescue us from our enemies,
to serve before you, holy and just,

all the days of our lives.

And this, my little child,
shall be called prophet of the Most High,
going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths,
making your people know de-liverance
by the forgiveness of their sins.
Through your merciful compassions, God our God,
the dawn from on high shall visit us,
to shine on those kept in dungeons
and the shadows of death
and to guide our feet onto the path of peace.
Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.

* THE APOSTLE’S CREED
| believe in God,
the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ,

his only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;
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the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty.
From there he shall come again to judge
the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* COMMEMORATION: Matthew

One day Jesus was walking and saw a tax collector
named Matthew sitting at a tax collection post, and said to
him, "Follow me." And Matthew stood up and followed
Him, and became one of His twelve apostles. Tax
collectors in those days were social outcasts. Devout
Jews avoided them because they were usually dishonest
(the job carried no salary, and they were expected to

make their profits by cheating the people from whom they

collected taxes). Patriotic and nationalistic Jews hated
them because they were agents of the Roman
government, the conquerors, and hated them with a
double hatred if (like Matthew) they were Jews, because
they had gone over to the enemy, had betrayed their own
people for money. Thus, throughout the Gospels, we find
tax collectors (publicans) mentioned as a standard type of
sinful and despised outcast. Matthew brought many of his
former associates to meet Jesus, and social outcasts in
general were shown that the love of Jesus extended even

to them.

The name "Matthew" means "gift of the LORD." Mark and
Luke, in the story of his calling, name him "Levi." Perhaps
this was his original name, and he received a new name
from Jesus when he became a disciple. (It has also been
suggested that he was simply a member of the tribe of
Levi.)

Of Matthew's life after Pentecost the Scriptures tell us
nothing. Later accounts of his life vary, some reporting
that he was martyred, others that he died a natural death.
The Christian community since early times has

commemorated him as a martyr.
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Whether the Apostle Matthew is also the Evangelist we lift today, that their weaknesses may be banished and
Matthew -- that is, whether the Apostle Matthew wrote the their strength restored; and that with health being

Gospel that bears his name -- is disputed. The Gospel renewed, all may bless your holy Name; through Jesus
itself does not say who wrote it, but the designation Christ our Lord. Amen.

"according to Matthew" is very old.

by James Kiefer
* FOR TRAVELERS

* PRAYERS O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole

The Holy One be with you, creation, and whose presence we find wherever we go:

and also with you. Preserve those who travel; surround them with your loving

Let us pray: (stop and pray for those on your heart today) care; protect them from every danger; and bring them in
safety to their journey's end; through Jesus Christ our

* COLLECT: Matthew Lord. Amen.

Gracious God of vocation, as you called Matthew from his

occupation as a tax collector to be a disciple, so bid us to
* PRAYER FOR THE AGED

Look with mercy, O God our Father, on all whose

rise from our preoccupations to stay close to you, heeding

your teaching and discerning the coming of the kingdom,

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with increasing years bring them weakness, distress, or

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. isolation. Provide for them homes of dignity and peace,;

* For All the Saints give them understanding helpers, and the willingness to

accept help; and, as their strength diminishes, increase
* PRAYER FOR RECOVERY OF SICKNESS

O God of heavenly powers, by the might of your

their faith and their assurance of your love. This we ask in

the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
command you drive away from our bodies all sickness

and all infirmity: Be present in your goodness with those
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* PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

* THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time
hallowed be your name, with one accord to make our common supplication to
your kingdom come, you; and you have promised through your well-

your will be done, beloved Son that when two or three are gathered

on earth as in heaven. together in his Name you will be in the midst of them:
Give us today our daily bread. Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may
Forgive us our sins be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of
as we forgive those who sin against us. your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.
Save us from the time of trial Amen.

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours * CONCLUDING PRAYER

now and forever. Amen. Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father,
You have brought us in safety to this new day:

preserve us with your mighty power,
* COLLECT OF THE WEEK

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but

that we may not fall into sin,

_ _ nor be overcome by adversity;
to love things heavenly; and even now, while we are

. _ and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,
placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to

_ through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one

God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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* BLESSING
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you now and

always. Amen.
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