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Tuesday, August 10, 2021 

 OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER      

O God, open our lips, 

and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.  

From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

we praise your name, O God.   

 

 REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM  

By Word and water God renews us this day  

in the living fountain of God’s grace, 

and raises us with Christ Jesus  

to live a new life in the Spirit.    * OSL 

 Satisfy us in the morning  

 with your steadfast love, O God, 

 that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.   

     

                                    

  MORNING CANTICLE OF PRAISE    

Come, let us sing to the Ho-ly One; *  

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our sal-vation.  

Let us come before God’s presence  

with thanks-giving,*  

and raise a loud shout with psalms.  

For you, O God, are a great God,*  

you are great a-bove all gods.  

In your hand are the caverns of the earth,*  

and the heights of the hills are yours also.  

The sea is yours, for you made it,*  

and your hands have molded the dry land.  

Come, let us bow down and bend the knee,*  

and kneel before God, our Maker.  

For you are our God,  

    and we are the people of your pasture  

    and the sheep of your hand.*  

Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice! 

PSALM 95:1-7 

 

 

 MORNING PRAYER 

  The Holy One be with you; 

 And also with you.  

 

Let us pray:   

Almighty and everlasting God, 

in whom we live and move and have our being, 

you created us for yourself, so that our hearts are  

restless until they find rest in you.  Grant to us such  
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piety of heart and strength of purpose that no selfish 

passion may hinder us from knowing your will, and  

no weakness from doing it. In your light may we see  

life clearly and, in your service, find perfect freedom; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

                                                              St. Augustine  

 

 1st READING:  2 Samuel 14:1-20  NRSV 

Now Joab son of Zeruiah perceived that the king’s mind 

was on Absalom. 2 Joab sent to Tekoa and brought from 

there a wise woman. He said to her, “Pretend to be a 

mourner; put on mourning garments, do not anoint 

yourself with oil, but behave like a woman who has been 

mourning many days for the dead. 3 Go to the king and 

speak to him as follows.” And Joab put the words into her 

mouth. 

4 When the woman of Tekoa came to the king, she fell on 

her face to the ground and did obeisance, and said, “Help, 

O king!” 5 The king asked her, “What is your trouble?” She 

answered, “Alas, I am a widow; my husband is dead. 

6 Your servant had two sons, and they fought with one 

another in the field; there was no one to part them, and 

one struck the other and killed him. 7 Now the whole family 

has risen against your servant. They say, ‘Give up the 

man who struck his brother, so that we may kill him for the 

life of his brother whom he murdered, even if we destroy 

the heir as well.’ Thus they would quench my one 

remaining ember, and leave to my husband neither name 

nor remnant on the face of the earth.” 

8 Then the king said to the woman, “Go to your house, and 

I will give orders concerning you.” 9 The woman of Tekoa 

said to the king, “On me be the guilt, my lord the king, and 

on my father’s house; let the king and his throne be 

guiltless.” 10 The king said, “If anyone says anything to 

you, bring him to me, and he shall never touch you again.” 

11 Then she said, “Please, may the king keep the LORD 

your God in mind, so that the avenger of blood may kill no 

more, and my son not be destroyed.” He said, “As the 

LORD lives, not one hair of your son shall fall to the 

ground.” 

12 Then the woman said, “Please let your servant speak a 

word to my lord the king.” He said, “Speak.” 13 The woman 

said, “Why then have you planned such a thing against 

the people of God? For in giving this decision the king 

convicts himself, inasmuch as the king does not bring his 

banished one home again. 14 We must all die; we are like 
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water spilled on the ground, which cannot be gathered up. 

But God will not take away a life; he will devise plans so 

as not to keep an outcast banished forever from his 

presence. 15 Now I have come to say this to my lord the 

king because the people have made me afraid; your 

servant thought, ‘I will speak to the king; it may be that the 

king will perform the request of his servant. 16 For the king 

will hear, and deliver his servant from the hand of the man 

who would cut both me and my son off from the heritage 

of God.’ 17 Your servant thought, ‘The word of my lord the 

king will set me at rest’; for my lord the king is like the 

angel of God, discerning good and evil. The LORD your 

God be with you!” 

18 Then the king answered the woman, “Do not withhold 

from me anything I ask you.” The woman said, “Let my 

lord the king speak.” 19 The king said, “Is the hand of Joab 

with you in all this?” The woman answered and said, “As 

surely as you live, my lord the king, one cannot turn right 

or left from anything that my lord the king has said. For it 

was your servant Joab who commanded me; it was he 

who put all these words into the mouth of your servant. 

20 In order to change the course of affairs your servant 

Joab did this. But my lord has wisdom like the wisdom of 

the angel of God to know all things that are on the earth.” 

Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

 

 

  Psalm 97   NRSV    

Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous, 

    and give thanks to his holy name! 

1 The LORD is king! Let the earth rejoice; 

    let the many coastlands be glad! 

2 Clouds and thick darkness are all around him; 

    righteousness and justice are the foundation of his 

throne. 

3 Fire goes before him, 

    and consumes his adversaries on every side. 

4 His lightnings light up the world; 

    the earth sees and trembles. 

5 The mountains melt like wax before the LORD, 

    before the Lord of all the earth. 

6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness; 

    and all the peoples behold his glory. 



8/10/21 
 

4 
 

7 All worshipers of images are put to shame, 

    those who make their boast in worthless idols; 

    all gods bow down before him. 

8 Zion hears and is glad, 

    and the towns of Judah rejoice, 

    because of your judgments, O God. 

9 For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth; 

    you are exalted far above all gods. 

10 The LORD loves those who hate evil; 

    he guards the lives of his faithful; 

    he rescues them from the hand of the wicked. 

11 Light dawns for the righteous, 

    and joy for the upright in heart. 

12 Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous, 

    and give thanks to his holy name! 

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  

    one God, now and for-ever, A-men.  

Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous, 

    and give thanks to his holy name! 
 

 

 

 SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 

 2nd READING:    Mark 10:1-16  NRSV 

He left that place and went to the region of Judea and 

beyond the Jordan. And crowds again gathered around 

him; and, as was his custom, he again taught them. 

2 Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, “Is it 

lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 3 He answered them, 

“What did Moses command you?” 4 They said, “Moses 

allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to 

divorce her.” 5 But Jesus said to them, “Because of your 

hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. 

6 But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them 

male and female.’ 7 ‘For this reason a man shall leave his 

father and mother and be joined to his wife, 8 and the two 

shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but 

one flesh. 9 Therefore what God has joined together, let 

no one separate.” 

10 Then in the house the disciples asked him again about 

this matter. 11 He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife 

and marries another commits adultery against her; 12 and 

if she divorces her husband and marries another, she 

commits adultery.” 

13 People were bringing little children to him in order that 

he might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to 
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them. 14 But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and 

said to them, “Let the little children come to me; do not 

stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of 

God belongs. 15 Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive 

the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” 

16 And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on 

them, and blessed them. 

Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God! 

 
 

 SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

 

 
  CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH 

We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,  

for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage. 

You have brought forth a strong De-liverer  

in the house of your child David.  

This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:  

deliverance from enemies  

and from the hand of all who hate us;  

mercy a-mong our ancestors,  

and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant.  

This is the promise you swore to our an-cestor, Abraham,  

to make us un-a-fraid,  

to rescue us from our enemies,  

to serve before you, holy and just,  

          all the days of our lives. 

And this, my little child,  

shall be called prophet of the Most High,  

going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths,  

making your people know de-liverance  

by the forgiveness of their sins.  

Through your merciful compassions, God our God,  

the dawn from on high shall visit us,  

to shine on those kept in dungeons  

            and the shadows of death  

and to guide our feet onto the path of peace.      

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  

     one God, now and for-ever, A-men.  

 

 

 THE APOSTLE’S CREED   

I believe in God, 

 the Father Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ,  
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 his only Son, our Lord; 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  the third day he rose from the dead; 

  he ascended into heaven,  

  and sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty. 

  From there he shall come again to judge 

  the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

 SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 

 

 

  COMMEMORATION:  Laurence 

According to early tradition, Laurence was one of the 

deacons of Rome martyred in the same persecution by 

Valerian which claimed Sixtus II, bishop of Rome, in 258. 

The remembrance of Laurence’s martyrdom became 

popular very early in Rome’s worship and beyond. In the 

early fourth century, Constantine built a church over 

Laurence’s tomb. Every early liturgical calendar from Rome 

uniformly recognized his martyrdom. The numerous 

pictures of Laurence and the early dedications of churches 

to him further attest to his cult’s popularity. His continuing 

importance was recently demonstrated in the revision of 

the Roman calendar in 1969. Here, Laurence remains as 

the only non-biblical person whose remembrance is 

included in the list of twenty-five saints’ ‘feasts.’ 

* For All the Saints 

 

  PRAYERS 

 The Holy One be with you,  

      and also with you. 

 
 Let us pray: (stop and pray for those on your heart today) 

 
  COLLECT:  Laurence 

Martyr Master, as we commemorate Laurence who was  

obedient to death for the sake of the gospel, grant that we 

may be bold to obey you in life and in death so that 
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whether we live or die we are yours, in Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

* For All the Saints 

 

 
   PRAYER FOR RECOVERY OF SICKNESS  

O God of heavenly powers, by the might of your 

command you drive away from our bodies all sickness 

and all infirmity:  Be present in your goodness with those 

we lift today, that their weaknesses may be banished and 

their strength restored; and that with health being 

renewed, all may bless your holy Name; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 
 
  PRAYERS FOR THE OPPRESSED   

Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this 

land who live with injustice, terror, disease, and death as 

their constant companions. Have mercy upon us. Help us 

to eliminate our cruelty to these our neighbors. Strengthen 

those who spend their lives establishing equal protection 

of the law and equal opportunities for all. And grant that 

every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of 

this land; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  PRAYERS FOR THE FUTURE OF THE HUMAN RACE   

O God our heavenly Father, you have blessed us and given 

us dominion over all the earth: Increase our reverence 

before the mystery of life; and give us new insight into your 

purposes for the human race, and new wisdom and 

determination in making provision for its future in 

accordance with your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

 

 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours  

now and forever.  Amen.  
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  COLLECT OF THE WEEK    

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do 

always those things that are right, that we, who cannot 

exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according 

to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

 

 PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM      

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time 

with one accord to make our common supplication to 

you; and you have promised through your well-

beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 

together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: 

Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may 

be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 

your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

 

 CONCLUDING PRAYER  

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, 

You have brought us in safety to this new day:  

preserve us with your mighty power,  

that we may not fall into sin,  

nor be overcome by adversity; 

and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    

 

 

 BLESSING   

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you now and 

always.  Amen. 
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Morning Prayer 

 
A ministry of the faithful at 

Elwood United Methodist Church 

 
Unless otherwise noted, prayers used in morning prayer recordings are from  

the Book of Common Prayer under public domain. 
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