Saturday, August 14, 2021

* OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER
O God, open our lips,
and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.
From the rising of the sun to its setting,

we praise your name, O God.

* REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM
By Word and water God renews us this day
in the living fountain of God’s grace,
and raises us with Christ Jesus
to live a new life in the Spirit. *OSL
Satisfy us in the morning
with your steadfast love, O God,

that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.

* MORNING CANTICLE OF WISDOM
Wisdom has built her house, setting up seven pillars.
She has prepared the food and wine and set her table.
She has sent out her servants
to call out from the Heights above the city:
“Let those who want enlightenment come.

Come, taste my bread and drink my spiced wine.

Give up your foolishness and live,
And walk the path of understanding.”
If you are wise, your reward is wisdom;
If you teach the just, they grow in understanding.
Wisdom begins with reverence for God,

and knowledge of the holy one is insight.
* OSL

* MORNING PRAYER
The Holy One* be with you;

And also with you.

Let us pray:

New every morning is your love, great God of light,
and all day long you are working for good in the
world. Stir up in us desire to serve you, to live
peacefully with our neighbors, and to devote each day
to your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.

* 1St READING: 2 Samuel 16:1-23 NRsV
When David had passed a little beyond the summit, Ziba

the servant of Mephibosheth met him, with a couple of
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donkeys saddled, carrying two hundred loaves of bread,
one hundred bunches of raisins, one hundred of summer
fruits, and one skin of wine. ? The king said to Ziba, “Why
have you brought these?” Ziba answered, “The donkeys
are for the king’s household to ride, the bread and
summer fruit for the young men to eat, and the wine is for
those to drink who faint in the wilderness.” 3 The king said,
“And where is your master’s son?” Ziba said to the king,
“He remains in Jerusalem; for he said, ‘Today the house
of Israel will give me back my grandfather’s kingdom.”
4Then the king said to Ziba, “All that belonged to
Mephibosheth is now yours.” Ziba said, “| do obeisance;

let me find favor in your sight, my lord the king.”

>When King David came to Bahurim, a man of the family
of the house of Saul came out whose name was Shimei
son of Gera; he came out cursing. ¢ He threw stones at
David and at all the servants of King David; now all the
people and all the warriors were on his right and on his
left. 7 Shimei shouted while he cursed, “Out! Out!
Murderer! Scoundrel! 8 The LorD has avenged on all of
you the blood of the house of Saul, in whose place you
have reigned; and the LORD has given the kingdom into
the hand of your son Absalom. See, disaster has

overtaken you; for you are a man of blood.”

9 Then Abishai son of Zeruiah said to the king, “Why
should this dead dog curse my lord the king? Let me go
over and take off his head.” 19 But the king said, “What
have | to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah? If he is cursing
because the LORD has said to him, ‘Curse David,” who
then shall say, ‘Why have you done so?”” ! David said to
Abishai and to all his servants, “My own son seeks my life;
how much more now may this Benjaminite! Let him alone,
and let him curse; for the LORD has bidden him. 21t may
be that the LorD will look on my distress, and the LORD
will repay me with good for this cursing of me today.” 13 So
David and his men went on the road, while Shimei went
along on the hillside opposite him and cursed as he went,
throwing stones and flinging dust at him. # The king and
all the people who were with him arrived weary at the

Jordan; and there he refreshed himself.

15Now Absalom and all the Israelites came to Jerusalem;
Ahithophel was with him. 16 When Hushai the Archite,
David’s friend, came to Absalom, Hushai said to Absalom,
“Long live the king! Long live the king!” ” Absalom said to
Hushai, “Is this your loyalty to your friend? Why did you
not go with your friend?” 18 Hushai said to Absalom, “No;
but the one whom the LORD and this people and all the

Israelites have chosen, his | will be, and with him | will
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remain. 1° Moreover, whom should | serve? Should it not
be his son? Just as | have served your father, so | will

serve you.”

20 Then Absalom said to Ahithophel, “Give us your
counsel; what shall we do?” 2! Ahithophel said to
Absalom, “Go in to your father’s concubines, the ones he
has left to look after the house; and all Israel will hear that
you have made yourself odious to your father, and the
hands of all who are with you will be strengthened.” 22 So
they pitched a tent for Absalom upon the roof; and
Absalom went in to his father’s concubines in the sight of
all Israel. 22 Now in those days the counsel that Ahithophel
gave was as if one consulted the oracle of God; so all the
counsel of Ahithophel was esteemed, both by David and

by Absalom.

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* Psalm 107:33-43 NRsv

Let those who are wise give heed to these things,

and consider the steadfast love of the LORD.

He turns rivers into a desert,
springs of water into thirsty ground,
34 a fruitful land into a salty waste,
because of the wickedness of its inhabitants.
35 He turns a desert into pools of water,
a parched land into springs of water.
36 And there he lets the hungry live,
and they establish a town to live in;
37they sow fields, and plant vineyards,
and get a fruitful yield.
38 By his blessing they multiply greatly,

and he does not let their cattle decrease.

39 When they are diminished and brought low
through oppression, trouble, and sorrow,

40 he pours contempt on princes
and makes them wander in trackless wastes;

41 but he raises up the needy out of distress,
and makes their families like flocks.

42 The upright see it and are glad;

and all wickedness stops its mouth.
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43 Let those who are wise give heed to these things,
and consider the steadfast love of the LORD.

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.

Let those who are wise give heed to these things,
and consider the steadfast love of the LORD.

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* \WORD: Mark 11:1-11 NRsV

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage
and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his
disciples 2 and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of
you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied
there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring
it. 3 If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just
say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here
immediately.” 4 They went away and found a colt tied near
a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it,

5> some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you

doing, untying the colt?” ¢ They told them what Jesus had

said; and they allowed them to take it.  Then they brought
the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat
on it. ® Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and
others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the
fields. ® Then those who went ahead and those who
followed were shouting,

“‘Hosannal

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor
David!

Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

1 Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple;
and when he had looked around at everything, as it was
already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION
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* CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH
We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,
for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage.
You have brought forth a strong De-liverer
in the house of your child David.
This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:
deliverance from enemies and from the hand
of all who hate us;
mercy a-mong our ancestors,
and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant.
This is the promise you swore
to our an-cestor, Abraham,
to make us un-a-fraid,
to rescue us from our enemies,
to serve before you, holy and just,
all the days of our lives.
And this, my little child,
shall be called prophet of the Most High,
going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths,
making your people know de-liverance
by the forgiveness of their sins.
Through your merciful compassions, God our God,
the dawn from on high shall visit us,

to shine on those kept in dungeons

and the shadows of death

and to guide our feet onto the path of peace.

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* THE APOSTLE’S CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty.
From there he shall come again to judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,
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the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* COMMEMORATION: Maximilian Kolbe (1941)

Known as the “Saint of Auschwitz,” Kolbe is difficult to
characterize. He received two doctorates at the Collegio in
Rome where a professor called him a “rare natural genius;”
but he was equally well-known for his humility and kindness,
causing another professor to describe him as “a young
saint.” He was a mystic, ridiculed as an impractical dreamer;
yet, in his Polish homeland, he established Niepokalanow
(The City of Mary), a Franciscan foundation that utilized the
most modern technology to publish newspapers that still
reach millions of people world-wide. He was a missionary,
profoundly committed to the orthodoxy of the Roman
Catholic Church; but his compassionate acceptance of the

Jewish prisoners at Auschwitz or the Buddhist and Shintoist

people of Japan among which he worked as a missionary
was never predicated on their response to the gospel.

The spirit of his life and his flourishing ministries
becomes even more estimable when placed against the
backdrop of both the constant physical pain he endured from
tuberculosis and the political trauma caused by Hitler's 1939
invasion of Poland. For “Father Max,” suffering was a gift that
enabled his journey toward God. He writes,” God gives us
this white ladder and wills that we use it, to scale the heights
to come into his presence. This is only poetic imagery: the
reality is incomparably more beautiful.”[ ccxxx] In 1941, he
was arrested by the Gestapo and sent to Auschwitz. Amid
the squalor and horror, Kolbe became Christ for others—
comforting the oppressed and confronting evil with love. To
deter escape, the Auschwitz commandant routinely ordered
a hideous death by starvation for ten of the escapee’s
friends. As this sentence was announced once again, one of
the ten cried out for his family. Father Max volunteered to
take his place. After two weeks, only this infirm, holy man
remained alive. He was executed on August 14, 1941.

Kolbe, practiced a “love without limits"— not only for
his fellow prisoners, but for his tormentors as well.

Canonized a martyr of the Church in 1981, he demonstrated
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to the Nazis and to the world that the true spirit of Christ will
be invulnerable to hate and even to death.

* For All the Saints

* PRAYERS
The Holy One be with you,

and also with you.

Let us pray: (stop and pray for those on your heart today)

* COLLECT: Maximilian Kolbe
Martyr Master, as we commemorate Maximilian Kolbe
who was obedient to death for the sake of the gospel,
grant that we may be bold to obey you in life and in death
so that whether we live or die we are yours, in Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

* For All the Saints

* PRAYERS FOR STRENGTH AND CONFIDENCE
Heavenly Father, giver of life and health: Comfort

and relieve your sick servants, and give your power

of healing to those who minister to their needs, that

those for whom our prayers are offered may be
strengthened in their weakness and have confidence
in your loving care; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

* FOR THOSE WHO LIVE ALONE

Almighty God, whose Son had nowhere to lay his

head: Grant that those who live alone may not be
lonely in their solitude, but that, following in his
steps, they may find fulfillment in loving you and their

neighbors; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

* FOR THE ABSENT

O God, whose fatherly care reaches to the uttermost parts
of the earth: We humbly pray you graciously to behold
and bless those whom we love, now absent from us.
Defend them from all dangers of soul and body; and grant
that both they and we, drawing nearer to you, may be
bound together by your love in the communion of your
Holy Spirit, and in the fellowship of your saints; through

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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* A COLLECT FOR SATURDAYS

Almighty God, who after the creation of the world rested

from all your works and sanctified a day of rest for all your
creatures: Grant that we, putting away all earthly
anxieties, may be duly prepared for the service of your
sanctuary, and that our rest here upon earth may be a
preparation for the eternal rest promised to your people in

heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

* THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.

* COLLECT OF THE WEEK
Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do

always those things that are right, that we, who cannot
exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according
to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and

ever. Amen.

* PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time

with one accord to make our common supplication to
you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them:
Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may
be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.

Amen.

* CONCLUDING PRAYER
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father,

You have brought us in safety to this new day:
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preserve us with your mighty power,

that we may not fall into sin,

nor be overcome by adversity;

and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

* BLESSING
May the road rise to meet you,

may the wind be always at your back,

may the sun shine warm upon your face,

may the rains fall soft upon your fields,

and until we meet again,

may God hold you in the palm of his hand. Amen.
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