
Wednesday, July 28, 2021:   

   OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER      

O God, open our lips, 

and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.  

From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

we praise your name, O God.   

 

   REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM  

By Word and water God renews us this day  

in the living fountain of God’s grace, 

and raises us with Christ Jesus  

to live a new life in the Spirit.    * OSL 

 Satisfy us in the morning  

     with your steadfast love, O God,  

that we may sing for joy  

and be glad all our days.     

 

 

   MORNING CANTICLE - The Second Song of Isaiah 

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found;  

    call upon him when he draws near.  

Let the wicked forsake their ways  

    and the evil ones their thoughts;  

 

And let them turn to the Lord,  

  and he will have compassion,  

      and to our God, for he will richly pardon.  

For my thoughts are not your thoughts,  

    nor your ways my ways, says the Lord.  

For as the heavens are higher than the earth,  

    so are my ways higher than your ways,  

    and my thoughts than your thoughts.  

For as rain and snow fall from the heavens  

    and return not again, but water the earth,  

Bringing forth life and giving growth,   

    seed for sowing and bread for eating,  

So is my word that goes forth from my mouth;  

    it will not return to me empty;  

But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, 

    and prosper in that for which I sent it.    Isaiah 55:6-11 

   

 

   MORNING PRAYER 

  The Holy One be with you; 

    And also with you.  

Let us pray:  
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We give you hearty thanks for the rest of the past 

night and for the gift of a new day, with its 

opportunities of pleasing you. Grant that we may so 

pass its hours in the perfect freedom of your service, 

that at eventide we may again give thanks unto you. 

Amen.      

  
 

 

    1st  READING:  2 Samuel 3:22-39    NRSV 

22 Just then the servants of David arrived with Joab from a 

raid, bringing much spoil with them. But Abner was not 

with David at Hebron, for David had dismissed him, and 

he had gone away in peace. 23 When Joab and all the 

army that was with him came, it was told Joab, “Abner son 

of Ner came to the king, and he has dismissed him, and 

he has gone away in peace.” 24 Then Joab went to the 

king and said, “What have you done? Abner came to you; 

why did you dismiss him, so that he got away? 25 You 

know that Abner son of Ner came to deceive you, and to 

learn your comings and goings and to learn all that you 

are doing.” 

26 When Joab came out from David’s presence, he sent 

messengers after Abner, and they brought him back from 

the cistern of Sirah; but David did not know about it. 

27 When Abner returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside in 

the gateway to speak with him privately, and there he 

stabbed him in the stomach. So he died for shedding the 

blood of Asahel, Joab’s brother. 28 Afterward, when David 

heard of it, he said, “I and my kingdom are forever 

guiltless before the LORD for the blood of Abner son of 

Ner. 29 May the guilt fall on the head of Joab, and on all 

his father’s house; and may the house of Joab never be 

without one who has a discharge, or who is leprous, or 

who holds a spindle, or who falls by the sword, or who 

lacks food!” 30 So Joab and his brother Abishai murdered 

Abner because he had killed their brother Asahel in the 

battle at Gibeon. 

31 Then David said to Joab and to all the people who were 

with him, “Tear your clothes, and put on sackcloth, and 

mourn over Abner.” And King David followed the bier. 

32 They buried Abner at Hebron. The king lifted up his 

voice and wept at the grave of Abner, and all the people 

wept. 33 The king lamented for Abner, saying, 

“Should Abner die as a fool dies? 

34 Your hands were not bound, 

    your feet were not fettered; 
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as one falls before the wicked 

    you have fallen.” 

And all the people wept over him again. 35 Then all the 

people came to persuade David to eat something while it 

was still day; but David swore, saying, “So may God do to 

me, and more, if I taste bread or anything else before the 

sun goes down!” 36 All the people took notice of it, and it 

pleased them; just as everything the king did pleased all 

the people. 37 So all the people and all Israel understood 

that day that the king had no part in the killing of Abner 

son of Ner. 38 And the king said to his servants, “Do you 

not know that a prince and a great man has fallen this day 

in Israel? 39 Today I am powerless, even though anointed 

king; these men, the sons of Zeruiah, are too violent for 

me. The LORD pay back the one who does wickedly in 

accordance with his wickedness!” 

Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  
 
 

   PSALM 72    NRSV    

Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 

    who alone does wondrous things. 

1 Give the king your justice, O God, 

    and your righteousness to a king’s son. 

2 May he judge your people with righteousness, 

    and your poor with justice. 

3 May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, 

    and the hills, in righteousness. 

4 May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 

    give deliverance to the needy, 

    and crush the oppressor. 

5 May he live while the sun endures, 

    and as long as the moon, throughout all generations. 

6 May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 

    like showers that water the earth. 

7 In his days may righteousness flourish 

    and peace abound, until the moon is no more. 

8 May he have dominion from sea to sea, 

    and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

9 May his foes bow down before him, 

    and his enemies lick the dust. 

10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles 

    render him tribute, 

may the kings of Sheba and Seba 

    bring gifts. 
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11 May all kings fall down before him, 

    all nations give him service. 

12 For he delivers the needy when they call, 

    the poor and those who have no helper. 

13 He has pity on the weak and the needy, 

    and saves the lives of the needy. 

14 From oppression and violence he redeems their life; 

    and precious is their blood in his sight. 

15 Long may he live! 

    May gold of Sheba be given to him. 

May prayer be made for him continually, 

    and blessings invoked for him all day long. 

16 May there be abundance of grain in the land; 

    may it wave on the tops of the mountains; 

    may its fruit be like Lebanon; 

and may people blossom in the cities 

    like the grass of the field. 

17 May his name endure forever, 

    his fame continue as long as the sun. 

May all nations be blessed in him;  

    may they pronounce him happy. 

18 Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 

    who alone does wondrous things. 

19 Blessed be his glorious name forever; 

    may his glory fill the whole earth. 

Amen and Amen. 

20 The prayers of David son of Jesse are ended. 

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  

    one God, now and for-ever, A-men.  

Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 

    who alone does wondrous things. 

 
  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  
 
 
 
   GOSPEL:  Mark 6:47-56   NRSV 

47 When evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and 

he was alone on the land. 48 When he saw that they were 

straining at the oars against an adverse wind, he came 

towards them early in the morning, walking on the sea. He 

intended to pass them by. 49 But when they saw him 

walking on the sea, they thought it was a ghost and cried 

out; 50 for they all saw him and were terrified. But 

immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is 

I; do not be afraid.” 51 Then he got into the boat with them 

and the wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, 
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52 for they did not understand about the loaves, but their 

hearts were hardened. 

53 When they had crossed over, they came to land at 

Gennesaret and moored the boat. 54 When they got out of 

the boat, people at once recognized him, 55 and rushed 

about that whole region and began to bring the sick on 

mats to wherever they heard he was. 56 And wherever he 

went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in 

the marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch 

even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were 

healed. 

Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  
 
 
 
   CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH 

We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,  

for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage. 

You have brought forth a strong De-liverer  

in the house of your child David.  

This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:  

deliverance from enemies  

and from the hand of all who hate us;  

mercy a-mong our ancestors,  

and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant.  

This is the promise  

        you swore to our an-cestor, Abraham,  

to make us un-a-fraid,  

to rescue us from our enemies,  

to serve before you, holy and just,  

  all the days of our lives. 

And this, my little child,  

shall be called prophet of the Most High,  

going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths,  

making your people know de-liverance  

by the forgiveness of their sins.  

  Through your merciful compassions, God our God,  

the dawn from on high shall visit us,  

to shine on those kept in dungeons and the  

         shadows of death  

and to guide our feet onto the path of peace.              

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.  
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   THE APOSTLE’S CREED   

I believe in God,  

 the Father Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ,   

his only Son, our Lord; 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  the third day he rose from the dead; 

  he ascended into heaven,  

  and sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty. 

  From there he shall come again to judge 

  the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

  COMMEMORATION:  Johann Sebastian Bach,  

             George Frederick Handel, and Henry Purcell 

 Johann Sebastian Bach was born in Eisenach, Germany, 

in 1685 into a family of musicians. As a youngster he 

studied violin and organ and served as a choirboy at the 

parish church. By early adulthood, Bach had already 

achieved an enviable reputation as a composer and 

performer.  

His assignments as a church musician began in 1707 and 

a year later he became the organist and chamber 

musician for the court of the Duke of Weimar. In 1723, 

Bach was appointed cantor of the St. Thomas School in 

Leipzig and parish musician at both St. Thomas and St. 

Nicholas churches, where he remained until his death in 

1750. A man of deep Lutheran faith, Bach’s music was an 

expression of his religious convictions. 

George Frederick Handel was also born in 1685, in Halle, 

Germany. After studying law, he became organist at the 

Reformed Cathedral in Halle in 1702, and in 1703 he went 

to Hamburg to study and compose opera. His interest in 

opera led him to Italy and then on to England where he 

became a citizen in 1726.  
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Once in England, Handel supported himself with court 

appointments and private patronage. His energies were 

devoted to producing Italian operas and English oratorios, 

large choral works based upon religious themes. Handel’s 

most popular work, Messiah, was first performed in Dublin 

in 1741, and is notable for its powerful musical 

interpretation of texts from the Holy Scriptures.  

A man of great charity and generosity, Handel died in 

London in 1759and was buried in the Poets’ Corner of 

Westminster Abbey.  

Henry Purcell was born in London in 1659 and became 

one of the greatest English composers, flourishing in the 

period that followed the Restoration of the monarchy after 

the Puritan Commonwealth period.  

Purcell spent much of his short life in the service of the 

Chapels Royal as a singer, composer and organist. With 

considerable gifts as a composer, he wrote extensively in 

a variety of genres for the church and for popular 

entertainment. He died in 1695 and is buried adjacent to 

the organ near the north aisle of Westminster Abbey. 

* Holy Women, Holy Men 

 

 

   PRAYERS 

 The Holy One be with you,  

      and also with you. 

 
 Let us pray:  (stop and pray for those on your heart today) 

 

  COLLECT:  Johann Sebastian Bach,  

             George Frederick Handel, and Henry Purcell 

Almighty God, beautiful in majesty and majestic in 

holiness, who teaches us in Holy Scripture to sing your 

praises and who gave your musicians Johann Sebastian 

Bach, George Frederick Handel and Henry Purcell grace 

to show forth your glory in their music: Be with all those 

who write or make music for your people, that we on earth 

may glimpse your beauty and know the inexhaustible 

riches of your new creation in Jesus Christ our Savior; 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 FOR HEALTH OF BODY AND SOUL   

For those we have lifted up today, may God the Father  

bless you, God the Son heal you, God the Holy Spirit  

give you strength. May God the holy and undivided  
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Trinity guard your body, save your soul, and bring 

you safely to his heavenly country; where he lives and 

reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

  PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES  

Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and 

keeping all the men and women of our armed forces at 

home and abroad. Defend them day by day with your 

heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and 

temptations; give them courage to face the perils which 

beset them; and grant them a sense of your abiding 

presence wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

  PRAYER FOR THE MISSION of the CHURCH  

Everliving God, whose will it is that all should come to 

you through your Son Jesus Christ: Inspire our 

witness to him, that all may know the power of his 

forgiveness and the hope of his resurrection; who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever.   Amen.  

 

   THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

  COLLECT OF THE WEEK    

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom 

nothing is strong, nothing is holy: Increase and multiply 

upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, 

we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not 

the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

 

   PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time 

with one accord to make our common supplication 

to you; and you have promised through your well-
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beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 

together in his Name you will be in the midst of 

them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions 

as may be best for us; granting us in this world, 

knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

    CONCLUDING PRAYER   

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, 

You have brought us in safety to this new day:  

preserve us with your mighty power,  

that we may not fall into sin,  

nor be overcome by adversity; 

and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    

 

 

   BLESSING   

“The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his 

face shine on you and be gracious to you; the LORD 

turn his face toward you and give you peace.  Amen. 
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