
Wednesday, July 14, 2021:   

   OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER      

O God, open our lips, 

and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.  

From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

we praise your name, O God.   

 

   REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM  

By Word and water God renews us this day  

in the living fountain of God’s grace, 

and raises us with Christ Jesus  

to live a new life in the Spirit.    * OSL 

 Satisfy us in the morning  

     with your steadfast love, O God,  

that we may sing for joy  

and be glad all our days.     

 

 

   MORNING CANTICLE - The Second Song of Isaiah 

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found;  

    call upon him when he draws near.  

Let the wicked forsake their ways  

    and the evil ones their thoughts;  

 

And let them turn to the Lord,  

  and he will have compassion,  

      and to our God, for he will richly pardon.  

For my thoughts are not your thoughts,  

    nor your ways my ways, says the Lord.  

For as the heavens are higher than the earth,  

    so are my ways higher than your ways,  

    and my thoughts than your thoughts.  

For as rain and snow fall from the heavens  

    and return not again, but water the earth,  

Bringing forth life and giving growth,   

    seed for sowing and bread for eating,  

So is my word that goes forth from my mouth;  

    it will not return to me empty;  

But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, 

    and prosper in that for which I sent it.    Isaiah 55:6-11 

   

 

   MORNING PRAYER 

  The Holy One be with you; 

    And also with you.  

Let us pray:  
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We give you hearty thanks for the rest of the past 

night and for the gift of a new day, with its 

opportunities of pleasing you. Grant that we may so 

pass its hours in the perfect freedom of your service, 

that at eventide we may again give thanks unto you. 

Amen.      

  
 

 

    1st  READING:  1 Samuel 20:1-23  NRSV 

 David fled from Naioth in Ramah. He came before 

Jonathan and said, “What have I done? What is my guilt? 

And what is my sin against your father that he is trying to 

take my life?” 2 He said to him, “Far from it! You shall not 

die. My father does nothing either great or small without 

disclosing it to me; and why should my father hide this 

from me? Never!” 3 But David also swore, “Your father 

knows well that you like me; and he thinks, ‘Do not let 

Jonathan know this, or he will be grieved.’ But truly, as the 

LORD lives and as you yourself live, there is but a step 

between me and death.” 4 Then Jonathan said to David, 

“Whatever you say, I will do for you.” 5 David said to 

Jonathan, “Tomorrow is the new moon, and I should not 

fail to sit with the king at the meal; but let me go, so that I 

may hide in the field until the third evening. 6 If your father 

misses me at all, then say, ‘David earnestly asked leave 

of me to run to Bethlehem his city; for there is a yearly 

sacrifice there for all the family.’ 7 If he says, ‘Good!’ it will 

be well with your servant; but if he is angry, then know 

that evil has been determined by him. 8 Therefore deal 

kindly with your servant, for you have brought your 

servant into a sacred covenant with you. But if there is 

guilt in me, kill me yourself; why should you bring me to 

your father?” 9 Jonathan said, “Far be it from you! If I knew 

that it was decided by my father that evil should come 

upon you, would I not tell you?” 10 Then David said to 

Jonathan, “Who will tell me if your father answers you 

harshly?” 11 Jonathan replied to David, “Come, let us go 

out into the field.” So they both went out into the field. 

12 Jonathan said to David, “By the LORD, the God of Israel! 

When I have sounded out my father, about this time 

tomorrow, or on the third day, if he is well disposed toward 

David, shall I not then send and disclose it to you? 13 But if 

my father intends to do you harm, the LORD do so to 

Jonathan, and more also, if I do not disclose it to you, and 

send you away, so that you may go in safety. May the 

LORD be with you, as he has been with my father. 14 If I 

am still alive, show me the faithful love of the LORD; but if I 
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die, 15 never cut off your faithful love from my house, even 

if the LORD were to cut off every one of the enemies of 

David from the face of the earth.” 16 Thus Jonathan made 

a covenant with the house of David, saying, “May the 

LORD seek out the enemies of David.” 17 Jonathan made 

David swear again by his love for him; for he loved him as 

he loved his own life. 

18 Jonathan said to him, “Tomorrow is the new moon; you 

will be missed, because your place will be empty. 19 On 

the day after tomorrow, you shall go a long way down; go 

to the place where you hid yourself earlier, and remain 

beside the stone there. 20 I will shoot three arrows to the 

side of it, as though I shot at a mark. 21 Then I will send 

the boy, saying, ‘Go, find the arrows.’ If I say to the boy, 

‘Look, the arrows are on this side of you, collect them,’ 

then you are to come, for, as the LORD lives, it is safe for 

you and there is no danger. 22 But if I say to the young 

man, ‘Look, the arrows are beyond you,’ then go; for the 

LORD has sent you away. 23 As for the matter about which 

you and I have spoken, the LORD is witness between you 

and me forever.” 

Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  
 
 

   Psalm 38    NRSV    

O my God, do not be far from me; 

   make haste to help me, O Lord, my salvation. 

1 O LORD, do not rebuke me in your anger, 

    or discipline me in your wrath. 

2 For your arrows have sunk into me, 

    and your hand has come down on me. 

3 There is no soundness in my flesh 

    because of your indignation; 

there is no health in my bones 

    because of my sin. 

4 For my iniquities have gone over my head; 

    they weigh like a burden too heavy for me. 

5 My wounds grow foul and fester 

    because of my foolishness; 

6 I am utterly bowed down and prostrate; 

    all day long I go around mourning. 

7 For my loins are filled with burning, 

    and there is no soundness in my flesh. 
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8 I am utterly spent and crushed; 

    I groan because of the tumult of my heart. 

9 O Lord, all my longing is known to you; 

    my sighing is not hidden from you. 

10 My heart throbs, my strength fails me; 

    as for the light of my eyes—it also has gone from me. 

11 My friends and companions stand aloof from my 

affliction, 

    and my neighbors stand far off. 

12 Those who seek my life lay their snares; 

    those who seek to hurt me speak of ruin, 

    and meditate treachery all day long. 

13 But I am like the deaf, I do not hear; 

    like the mute, who cannot speak. 

14 Truly, I am like one who does not hear, 

    and in whose mouth is no retort. 

15 But it is for you, O LORD, that I wait; 

    it is you, O Lord my God, who will answer. 

16 For I pray, “Only do not let them rejoice over me, 

    those who boast against me when my foot slips.” 

17 For I am ready to fall, 

    and my pain is ever with me. 

18 I confess my iniquity; 

    I am sorry for my sin. 

19 Those who are my foes without cause are mighty, 

    and many are those who hate me wrongfully. 

20 Those who render me evil for good 

    are my adversaries because I follow after good. 

21 Do not forsake me, O LORD; 

    O my God, do not be far from me; 

22 make haste to help me, 

    O Lord, my salvation. 

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.  

O my God, do not be far from me; 

   make haste to help me, O Lord, my salvation. 

 
 
 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  
 
 
 
   GOSPEL:  Mark 2:13-22   NRSV 

13 Jesus went out again beside the sea; the whole crowd 

gathered around him, and he taught them. 14 As he was 

walking along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the 
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tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up 

and followed him. 

15 And as he sat at dinner in Levi’s house, many tax 

collectors and sinners were also sitting with Jesus and his 

disciples—for there were many who followed him. 16 When 

the scribes of the Pharisees saw that he was eating with 

sinners and tax collectors, they said to his disciples, “Why 

does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 17 When 

Jesus heard this, he said to them, “Those who are well 

have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; I 

have come to call not the righteous but sinners.” 

18 Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; 

and people came and said to him, “Why do John’s 

disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your 

disciples do not fast?” 19 Jesus said to them, “The 

wedding guests cannot fast while the bridegroom is with 

them, can they? As long as they have the bridegroom with 

them, they cannot fast. 20 The days will come when the 

bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will 

fast on that day. 

21 “No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak; 

otherwise, the patch pulls away from it, the new from the 

old, and a worse tear is made. 22 And no one puts new 

wine into old wineskins; otherwise, the wine will burst the 

skins, and the wine is lost, and so are the skins; but one 

puts new wine into fresh wineskins.” 

Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  
 
 

   CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH 

We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,  

for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage. 

You have brought forth a strong De-liverer  

in the house of your child David.  

This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:  

deliverance from enemies  

and from the hand of all who hate us;  

mercy a-mong our ancestors,  

and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant.  

This is the promise  

        you swore to our an-cestor, Abraham,  

to make us un-a-fraid,  

to rescue us from our enemies,  

to serve before you, holy and just,  
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  all the days of our lives. 

And this, my little child,  

shall be called prophet of the Most High,  

going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths,  

making your people know de-liverance  

by the forgiveness of their sins.  

  Through your merciful compassions, God our God,  

the dawn from on high shall visit us,  

to shine on those kept in dungeons and the  

         shadows of death  

and to guide our feet onto the path of peace.              

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.  

 
 
 

   THE APOSTLE’S CREED   

I believe in God,  

 the Father Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ,   

his only Son, our Lord; 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  the third day he rose from the dead; 

  he ascended into heaven,  

  and sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty. 

  From there he shall come again to judge 

  the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 

 

   PRAYERS 

 The Holy One be with you,  

      and also with you. 

 
 Let us pray:  (stop and pray for those on your heart today) 
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 FOR HEALTH OF BODY AND SOUL   

For those we have lifted up today, may God the Father  

bless you, God the Son heal you, God the Holy Spirit  

give you strength. May God the holy and undivided  

Trinity guard your body, save your soul, and bring 

you safely to his heavenly country; where he lives and 

reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

  PRAYER OF SAINT EPHREM  (306-373) 

O Lord and Master of my life, spare me from the spirit 

of apathy and meddling, of idle chatter and love of 

power. Instead, grant to me, your servant, the spirit of 

integrity and humility, of patience and love. Yes, O 

Lord and God, grant me the grace to be aware of my 

sins and not to judge others, for you are blessed, now 

and ever and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 PRAYERS OF SELF-DEDICATION   

Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so 

guide our minds, so fill our imaginations, so control our  

wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated unto 

you; and then use us, we pray, as you will, and  always to 

your glory and the welfare of your people; through our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

 

  FOR GUIDANCE    

O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and 

light rises up in darkness for the godly: Grant us, in all 

our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what you 

would have us to do, that the Spirit of wisdom may save 

us from all false choices, and that in your light we may see 

light, and in your straight path may not stumble; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

   THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

 on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial 
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and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen.  

 

  COLLECT OF THE WEEK    

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who 

call upon you, and grant that they may know and under-

stand what things they ought to do, and also may have 

grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

   PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time 

with one accord to make our common supplication 

to you; and you have promised through your well-

beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 

together in his Name you will be in the midst of 

them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions 

as may be best for us; granting us in this world, 

knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

    CONCLUDING PRAYER   

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, 

You have brought us in safety to this new day:  

preserve us with your mighty power,  

that we may not fall into sin,  

nor be overcome by adversity; 

and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    

 

 

   BLESSING   

“The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his 

face shine on you and be gracious to you; the LORD 

turn his face toward you and give you peace.  Amen. 
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Morning Prayer 

 
A ministry of the faithful at 

Elwood United Methodist Church 

 
Unless otherwise noted, prayers used in morning prayer recordings are from  

the Book of Common Prayer under public domain. 

 

All biographical information and prayers cited * For All the Saints are; 

“Reprinted from For All the Saints: A Calendar of  Commemorations for  

United Methodists, 2nd edition, editor Heather Josselyn-Cranson,  

© 2013 by the Order of Saint  Luke. Used by permission.” 

 

All prayers cited * OSL are; 

“Reprinted from The Book of OFFICES and SERVICES of The Order of  

Saint Luke,  © 2012 by The Order of Saint Luke. 

Used by permission of OSL Publications.” 

 

All collects cited * Holy Women, Holy Men are reprinted from 

Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the Saints 

Copyright © 2010 by The Church Pension Fund 

 

All collects cited * Lesser Feasts and Fasts are reprinted from 

Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2006 
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