
Saturday, July 17, 2021 

 

 OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER      

O God, open our lips, 

and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.  

From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

we praise your name, O God.   

  

 

 

 REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM  

By Word and water God renews us this day  

in the living fountain of God’s grace, 

and raises us with Christ Jesus  

to live a new life in the Spirit.    * OSL 

 Satisfy us in the morning  

 with your steadfast love, O God, 

 that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. 

 

 

 

  MORNING CANTICLE OF WISDOM  

Wisdom has built her house, setting up seven pillars. 

She has prepared the food and wine and set her table. 

      She has sent out her servants 

      to call out from the Heights above the city:  

“Let those who want enlightenment come.  

Come, taste my bread and drink my spiced wine. 

       Give up your foolishness and live, 

      And walk the path of understanding.” 

If you are wise, your reward is wisdom;  

If you teach the just, they grow in understanding. 

     Wisdom begins with reverence for God,  

     and knowledge of the holy one is insight.  

       * OSL 

 
 

 MORNING PRAYER 

  The Holy One* be with you; 

    And also with you.  

 

Let us pray:   

 

New every morning is your love, great God of light, 

and all day long you are working for good in the 

world.  Stir up in us desire to serve you, to live 

peacefully with our neighbors, and to devote each day 

to your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 
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 1st READING:  1 Samuel 22:1-23  NRSV 

David left there and escaped to the cave of Adullam; 

when his brothers and all his father’s house heard of it, 

they went down there to him. 2 Everyone who was in 

distress, and everyone who was in debt, and everyone 

who was discontented gathered to him; and he became 

captain over them. Those who were with him numbered 

about four hundred. 

3 David went from there to Mizpeh of Moab. He said to the 

king of Moab, “Please let my father and mother come to 

you, until I know what God will do for me.” 4 He left them 

with the king of Moab, and they stayed with him all the 

time that David was in the stronghold. 5 Then the prophet 

Gad said to David, “Do not remain in the stronghold; 

leave, and go into the land of Judah.” So David left, and 

went into the forest of Hereth. 

6 Saul heard that David and those who were with him had 

been located. Saul was sitting at Gibeah, under the 

tamarisk tree on the height, with his spear in his hand, 

and all his servants were standing around him. 7 Saul said 

to his servants who stood around him, “Hear now, you 

Benjaminites; will the son of Jesse give every one of you 

fields and vineyards, will he make you all commanders of 

thousands and commanders of hundreds? 8 Is that why all 

of you have conspired against me? No one discloses to 

me when my son makes a league with the son of Jesse, 

none of you is sorry for me or discloses to me that my son 

has stirred up my servant against me, to lie in wait, as he 

is doing today.” 9 Doeg the Edomite, who was in charge of 

Saul’s servants, answered, “I saw the son of Jesse 

coming to Nob, to Ahimelech son of Ahitub; 10 he inquired 

of the LORD for him, gave him provisions, and gave him 

the sword of Goliath the Philistine.” 

11 The king sent for the priest Ahimelech son of Ahitub and 

for all his father’s house, the priests who were at Nob; and 

all of them came to the king. 12 Saul said, “Listen now, son 

of Ahitub.” He answered, “Here I am, my lord.” 13 Saul said 

to him, “Why have you conspired against me, you and the 

son of Jesse, by giving him bread and a sword, and by 

inquiring of God for him, so that he has risen against me, 

to lie in wait, as he is doing today?” 

14 Then Ahimelech answered the king, “Who among all 

your servants is so faithful as David? He is the king’s son-

in-law, and is quick to do your bidding, and is honored in 

your house. 15 Is today the first time that I have inquired of 

God for him? By no means! Do not let the king impute 
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anything to his servant or to any member of my father’s 

house; for your servant has known nothing of all this, 

much or little.” 16 The king said, “You shall surely die, 

Ahimelech, you and all your father’s house.” 17 The king 

said to the guard who stood around him, “Turn and kill the 

priests of the LORD, because their hand also is with David; 

they knew that he fled, and did not disclose it to me.” But 

the servants of the king would not raise their hand to 

attack the priests of the LORD. 18 Then the king said to 

Doeg, “You, Doeg, turn and attack the priests.” Doeg the 

Edomite turned and attacked the priests; on that day he 

killed eighty-five who wore the linen ephod. 19 Nob, the 

city of the priests, he put to the sword; men and women, 

children and infants, oxen, donkeys, and sheep, he put to 

the sword. 

20 But one of the sons of Ahimelech son of Ahitub, named 

Abiathar, escaped and fled after David. 21 Abiathar told 

David that Saul had killed the priests of the LORD. 22 David 

said to Abiathar, “I knew on that day, when Doeg the 

Edomite was there, that he would surely tell Saul. I am 

responsible for the lives of all your father’s house. 23 Stay 

with me, and do not be afraid; for the one who seeks my 

life seeks your life; you will be safe with me.” 

Holy wisdom, holy word.   

Thanks be to God! 

 

 SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 

  Psalm 32   (The Joy of Forgiveness)   NRSV    

Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous, 

    and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 

1 Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, 

    whose sin is covered. 

2 Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity, 

    and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

3 While I kept silence, my body wasted away 

    through my groaning all day long. 

4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 

    my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.   

Selah 

5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, 

    and I did not hide my iniquity; 

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 

    and you forgave the guilt of my sin.   Selah 
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6 Therefore let all who are faithful 

    offer prayer to you; 

at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters 

    shall not reach them. 

7 You are a hiding place for me; 

    you preserve me from trouble; 

    you surround me with glad cries of deliverance.   Selah 

8 I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; 

    I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 

9 Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, 

    whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle, 

    else it will not stay near you. 

10 Many are the torments of the wicked, 

    but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the 

LORD. 

11 Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous, 

    and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  

  one God, now and for-ever, A-men.  

Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous, 

    and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 

 

 

 SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 

 

 WORD:   Mark 3:19b-35   NRSV 

Then he went home; 20 and the crowd came together 

again, so that they could not even eat. 21 When his family 

heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were 

saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” 22 And the scribes 

who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, 

and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” 

23 And he called them to him, and spoke to them in 

parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24 If a kingdom 

is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 And 

if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be 

able to stand. 26 And if Satan has risen up against himself 

and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. 

27 But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder 

his property without first tying up the strong man; then 

indeed the house can be plundered. 

28 “Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and 

whatever blasphemies they utter; 29 but whoever 

blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have 

forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”— 30 for they 

had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 
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31 Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing 

outside, they sent to him and called him. 32 A crowd was 

sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and 

your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” 

33 And he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 

34 And looking at those who sat around him, he said, 

“Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 Whoever does 

the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.” 

Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 

 

 CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH 

We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,  

for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage. 

You have brought forth a strong De-liverer  

in the house of your child David.  

This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:  

deliverance from enemies and from the hand  

       of all who hate us;  

mercy a-mong our ancestors,  

and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant.  

This is the promise you swore  

        to our an-cestor, Abraham,  

to make us un-a-fraid,  

to rescue us from our enemies,  

to serve before you, holy and just,  

all the days of our lives. 

And this, my little child,  

shall be called prophet of the Most High,  

going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths,  

making your people know de-liverance  

by the forgiveness of their sins.  

Through your merciful compassions, God our God,  

the dawn from on high shall visit us,  

to shine on those kept in dungeons  

         and the shadows of death  

and to guide our feet onto the path of peace.        

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  

   one God, now and for-ever, A-men.  

 

 

 SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  
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 THE APOSTLE’S CREED   

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  the third day he rose from the dead; 

  he ascended into heaven,  

  and sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty. 

  From there he shall come again to judge 

  the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

 SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 

 

  COMMEMORATION:  John Coltrane (1967) 

John William Coltrane, grandson to two African 

Methodist Episcopal Zion ministers and son to amateur 

musician parents, was born in North Carolina on 

September 23, 1926. He began his musical explorations 

on the clarinet in a church-sponsored community band, 

soon moving to the alto saxophone. After high school, 

Coltrane continued his musical education in Philadelphia, 

studying at schools of music and playing in the Navy 

Band. Following his military service, Coltrane began to 

play tenor sax for bandleaders including Sonny Rollins, 

Jimmy Heath, Dizzy Gillespie, and Miles Davis. 

Increasingly, however, his growing addiction to drugs and 

alcohol interfered with his music and one after another, 

these bandleaders let Coltrane go.  

By May of 1957, now married and living in New 

York, Coltrane felt called to change his ways. With the 

support of his family, he ended his abuse of narcotics and 

alcohol. As he described this change in the liner notes to 

his musical and religious manifesto A Love Supreme, “I 

experienced, by the grace of God, a spiritual awakening 

which was to lead me to a richer, fuller, more productive 

life. At that time, in gratitude, I humbly asked to be given 

the means and privilege to make others happy through 
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music. I feel this has been granted through His grace. ALL 

PRAISE TO GOD.” 

* For All the Saints 

 

 PRAYERS 

 The Holy One be with you,  

      and also with you. 

 

Let us pray:  (stop and pray for those on your heart today) 

 
  COLLECT:  John Coltrane 

God of sound and sense, as we commemorate John 

Coltrane who glorified you in the gift of music, so may we 

fix our faith and affections upon you, and make melody 

and song our delight in your majesty and mercy. Amen. 

 

 PRAYERS FOR STRENGTH AND CONFIDENCE  

Heavenly Father, giver of life and health: Comfort  

and relieve your sick servants, and give your power  

of healing to those who minister to their needs, that  

those for whom our prayers are offered may be  

strengthened in their weakness and have confidence  

in your loving care; through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 PRAYER FOR THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH 

Almighty Father, whose blessed Son before his passion 

prayed for his disciples that they might be one, as you and 

he are one: Grant that your Church, being bound together 

in love and obedience to you, may be united in one body 

by the one Spirit, that the world may believe in him whom 

you have sent, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen.  

  

  PRAYERS FOR QUIET CONFIDENCE 

O God of peace, who has taught us that in returning 

and rest we shall be saved, in quietness and 

confidence shall be our strength: By the might of your 

Spirit lift us, we pray, to your presence, where we may 

be still and know that you are God; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done,  
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on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen.  

 

 

  COLLECT OF THE WEEK    

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who 

call upon you, and grant that they may know and under-

stand what things they ought to do, and also may have 

grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time 

with one accord to make our common supplication to 

you; and you have promised through your well-

beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 

together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: 

Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may 

be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 

your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

 CONCLUDING PRAYER  

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, 

You have brought us in safety to this new day:  

preserve us with your mighty power,  

that we may not fall into sin,  

nor be overcome by adversity; 

and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    

 

 

 

  BLESSING   

May the road rise to meet you, 

may the wind be always at your back, 

may the sun shine warm upon your face, 

may the rains fall soft upon your fields, 

and until we meet again, 

may God hold you in the palm of his hand. Amen. 

(TRADITIONAL GAELIC PRAYER)  
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Morning Prayer 

 
A ministry of the faithful at 

Elwood United Methodist Church 

 
Unless otherwise noted, prayers used in morning prayer recordings are from  

the Book of Common Prayer under public domain. 

 

All biographical information and prayers cited * For All the Saints are; 

“Reprinted from For All the Saints: A Calendar of Commemorations for  

United Methodists, 2nd edition, editor Heather Josselyn-Cranson,  

© 2013 by the Order of Saint Luke. Used by permission.” 

 

All prayers cited * OSL are; 

“Reprinted from The Book of OFFICES and SERVICES of The Order of  

Saint Luke, © 2012 by The Order of Saint Luke. 

Used by permission of OSL Publications.” 

 

All collects cited * Holy Women, Holy Men are reprinted from 

Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the Saints 

Copyright © 2010 by The Church Pension Fund 

 

All collects cited * Lesser Feasts and Fasts are reprinted from 

Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2006 

Copyright © 2010 by The Church Pension Fund 

 


