
 

 

Thursday, May 20, 2021 

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the 

things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 

the right hand of God.     Colossians 3:1 

 

 

 OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER      

O God, open our lips, 

and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.  

From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

we praise your name, O God.    

 

 

 

 REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM  

By Word and water God renews us this day  

in the living fountain of God’s grace, 

and raises us with Christ Jesus  

to live a new life in the Spirit.    * OSL 

 Satisfy us in the morning  

with your steadfast love, O God,  

that we may sing for joy  

and be glad all our days.   PSALM 90:14  

 

 CANTICLE OF THE RESURRECTION 

Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

therefore let us keep the feast, 

not with the old leaven of malice and evil, 

but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

Christ being raised from the dead  

   will never die again; 

death no longer has dominion over him. 

The death he died, he died to sin, once for all,  

but the life he lives, he lives to God. 

So consider yourselves dead to sin  

and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

For as in Adam all die,  

   so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 

Alleluia!      

          * OSL 

 

 

  MORNING PRAYER 

  The Holy One* be with you; 

    And also with you.  

 
Let us pray:  
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We give you hearty thanks for the rest of the past 

night and for the gift of a new day, with its 

opportunities of pleasing you. Grant that we may so 

pass its hours in the perfect freedom of your service, 

that at eventide we may again give thanks unto you. 

Amen.      

[UM Book of Worship]  

 

 1st READING:  Ezekiel 18:1-4, 19-32  CEB 

The LORD’s word came to me: 2 What do you mean by this 

proverb of yours about the land of Israel: “When parents 

eat unripe grapes, the children’s teeth suffer”? 3 As surely 

as I live, says the LORD God, no longer will you use this 

proverb in Israel! 4 All lives are mine; the life of the parent 

and the life of the child belong to me. Only the one who 

sins will die. 

19 You will say, “Why doesn’t the child bear his parent’s 

guilt?” The child has acted justly and responsibly. The 

child kept all my regulations and observed them. The child 

will surely live. 20 Only the one who sins will die. A child 

won’t bear a parent’s guilt, and a parent won’t bear a 

child’s guilt. Those who do right will be declared innocent, 

and the wicked will be declared guilty. 

21 But if the wicked turn away from all the sins that they 

have committed, keep all my regulations, and act justly 

and responsibly, they will surely live and not die. 22 None 

of the sins that they committed will be held against them, 

but they will live because they do the right things. 23 Do I 

take pleasure in the death of the wicked? says the LORD 

God. Certainly not! If they change their ways, they will 

live. 

24 If those who do the right thing turn from righteousness 

and engage in the same detestable practices that the 

wicked committed, can they do these things and live? 

None of their righteous deeds will be remembered. They 

will die because of their treacheries and sins. 25 But you 

say, “My Lord’s way doesn’t measure up.” Listen, house 

of Israel, is it my ways that don’t measure up? Isn’t it your 

ways that don’t measure up? 26 When those who do the 

right thing turn from their responsible ways and act 

maliciously, they will die because of it. For their malicious 

acts they will die. 27 And when the wicked turn from their 

wicked deeds and act justly and responsibly, they will 

preserve their lives. 28 When they become alarmed and 

turn away from all their sins, they will surely live; they 

won’t die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, “My Lord’s way 

doesn’t measure up.” Is it my ways that don’t measure 



5/20/21 

3 
 

up? Isn’t it your ways that don’t measure up, house of 

Israel? 30 Therefore, I will judge each of you according to 

your ways, house of Israel. This is what the LORD God 

says. Turn, turn away from all your sins. Don’t let them be 

sinful obstacles for you. 31 Abandon all of your repeated 

sins. Make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. Why 

should you die, house of Israel? 32 I most certainly don’t 

want anyone to die! This is what the LORD God says. 

Change your ways, and live! 

Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 

   Psalm 105:1-22   NRSV      

He is the LORD our God; 

    his judgments are in all the earth. 

1 O give thanks to the LORD, call on his name, 

    make known his deeds among the peoples. 

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him; 

    tell of all his wonderful works. 

3 Glory in his holy name; 

    let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 

4 Seek the LORD and his strength; 

    seek his presence continually. 

5 Remember the wonderful works he has done, 

    his miracles, and the judgments he has uttered, 

6 O offspring of his servant Abraham, 

    children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 

7 He is the LORD our God; 

    his judgments are in all the earth. 

8 He is mindful of his covenant forever, 

    of the word that he commanded, for a thousand 

generations, 

9 the covenant that he made with Abraham, 

    his sworn promise to Isaac, 

10 which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute, 

    to Israel as an everlasting covenant, 

11 saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan 

    as your portion for an inheritance.” 

12 When they were few in number, 

    of little account, and strangers in it, 

13 wandering from nation to nation, 

    from one kingdom to another people, 
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14 he allowed no one to oppress them; 

    he rebuked kings on their account, 

15 saying, “Do not touch my anointed ones; 

    do my prophets no harm.” 

16 When he summoned famine against the land, 

    and broke every staff of bread, 

17 he had sent a man ahead of them, 

    Joseph, who was sold as a slave. 

18 His feet were hurt with fetters, 

    his neck was put in a collar of iron; 

19 until what he had said came to pass, 

    the word of the LORD kept testing him. 

20 The king sent and released him; 

    the ruler of the peoples set him free. 

21 He made him lord of his house, 

    and ruler of all his possessions, 

22 to instruct his officials at his pleasure, 

    and to teach his elders wisdom. 

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  

  one God, now and for-ever, A-men.  

He is the LORD our God; 

    his judgments are in all the earth. 

 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 

 

 WORD:  Luke 10:25-37  CEB  

25 A legal expert stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he 

said, “what must I do to gain eternal life?” 

26 Jesus replied, “What is written in the Law? How do you 

interpret it?” 

27 He responded, “You must love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, with all your being, with all your strength, 

and with all your mind, and love your neighbor as 

yourself.”  

28 Jesus said to him, “You have answered correctly. Do 

this and you will live.” 

29 But the legal expert wanted to prove that he was right, 

so he said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

30 Jesus replied, “A man went down from Jerusalem to 

Jericho. He encountered thieves, who stripped him naked, 

beat him up, and left him near death. 31 Now it just so 

happened that a priest was also going down the same 

road. When he saw the injured man, he crossed over to 

the other side of the road and went on his way. 



5/20/21 

5 
 

32 Likewise, a Levite came by that spot, saw the injured 

man, and crossed over to the other side of the road and 

went on his way. 33 A Samaritan, who was on a journey, 

came to where the man was. But when he saw him, he 

was moved with compassion. 34 The Samaritan went to 

him and bandaged his wounds, tending them with oil and 

wine. Then he placed the wounded man on his own 

donkey, took him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The 

next day, he took two full days’ worth of wages and gave 

them to the innkeeper. He said, ‘Take care of him, and 

when I return, I will pay you back for any additional costs.’ 

36 What do you think? Which one of these three was a 

neighbor to the man who encountered thieves?” 

37 Then the legal expert said, “The one who demonstrated 

mercy toward him.” 

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 

 

 CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH 

We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,  

for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage. 

You have brought forth a strong De-liverer  

in the house of your child David.  

This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:  

deliverance from enemies  

and from the hand of all who hate us;  

mercy a-mong our ancestors,  

and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant.  

This is the promise you swore  

               to our an-cestor, Abraham,  

to make us un-a-fraid,  

to rescue us from our enemies,  

to serve before you, holy and just,  

  all the days of our lives. 

And this, my little child,  

shall be called prophet of the Most High,  

going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths,  

making your people know de-liverance  

by the forgiveness of their sins.  

Through your merciful compassions, God our God,  

the dawn from on high shall visit us,  

to shine on those kept in dungeons  
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     and the shadows of death  

and to guide our feet onto the path of peace.  

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.  

 
 

 THE APOSTLE’S CREED   

I believe in God, 

 the Father Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ,  

 his only Son, our Lord; 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  the third day he rose from the dead; 

  he ascended into heaven,  

  and sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty. 

  From there he shall come again to judge 

  the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 

  COMMEMORATION:      Alcuin 

Alcuin was an Englishman from York, born into a noble 

family about 730, and educated by a pupil of Bede. 

Having become a deacon, he was made head of the 

cathedral school at York around 770. In 781 he was asked 

by the Emperor Charlemagne to become his minister of 

education. He accepted, and established schools at many 

cathedrals and monasteries, and promoted learning in 

every way he could. In the preceding years of constant 

wars and invasions, many ancient writings had been lost. 

Alcuin established scriptoria, dedicated to the copying and 

preservation of ancient manuscripts, both pagan and 

Christian. That we have as much as we do of the writings 

of classical Roman authors is largely due to Alcuin and his 

scribes. (He is credited with the invention of cursive script, 

in which the letters are connected for greater speed of 

writing.)        by James Kiefer 

http://elvis.rowan.edu/~kilroy/JEK/home.html
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  PRAYERS 

 The Holy One be with you,  

      and also with you. 

 
 Let us pray: (stop and pray for those on your heart today) 

 
 
  COLLECT:      Alcuin 

Almighty God, in a rude and barbarous age you raised up 

your deacon Alcuin to rekindle the light of learning: 

Illumine our minds, we pray, that amid the uncertainties 

and confusions of our own time we may show forth your 

eternal truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

* Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2006 

 

 

 FOR HEALTH OF BODY AND SOUL   

For those we have lifted up today, may God the Father  

bless you, God the Son heal you, God the Holy Spirit  

give you strength. May God the holy and undivided  

Trinity guard your body, save your soul, and bring 

you safely to his heavenly country; where he lives and 

reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

  EASTER SEASON INTERCESSION 

O God, Holy One, our alter, our cloud: In the resurrection 

of your Son you have brought us into your temple. Accept 

the sacrifices we offer, and draw us into the fire of your 

spirit; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  Alleluia. 

 

  FOR PEACE 

Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn 

but the sword of righteousness, no strength known but the 

strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, 

that all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the 

Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be 

dominion and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  

       

   

  PRAYERS FOR COURTS OF JUSTICE 

Almighty God, who sits in the throne judging right: 

We humbly request you to bless the courts of justice 

and the judges in all this land; and give unto them the 

spirit of wisdom and understanding, that they may 

discern the truth, and impartially administer the law in 

the fear of you alone;  through him who shall come to 

be our Judge, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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  THE LORD’S PRAYER    

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen.  

 

 

   COLLECT OF THE WEEK    

Grant, we pray, Almighty God, that as we believe your 

only begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ to have 

ascended into heaven, so we may also in heart and mind 

there ascend, and with him continually dwell; who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

 PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time 

with one accord to make our common supplication to 

you; and you have promised through your well-

beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 

together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: 

Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may 

be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 

your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

 

  CONCLUDING PRAYER   

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, 

You have brought us in safety to this new day:  

preserve us with your mighty power,  

that we may not fall into sin,  

nor be overcome by adversity; 

and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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  BLESSING  

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and from 

Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, will be ours who live 

in truth and love.  Amen. 

                2 JOHN 3   CEB 
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