
Thursday, May 13, 2021 

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the 

things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 

the right hand of God.     Colossians 3:1 

 

 

 OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER      

O God, open our lips, 

and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.  

From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

we praise your name, O God.    

 

 

 

 REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM  

By Word and water God renews us this day  

in the living fountain of God’s grace, 

and raises us with Christ Jesus  

to live a new life in the Spirit.    * OSL 

 Satisfy us in the morning  

with your steadfast love, O God,  

that we may sing for joy  

and be glad all our days.   PSALM 90:14  

 

 CANTICLE OF THE RESURRECTION 

Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

therefore let us keep the feast, 

not with the old leaven of malice and evil, 

but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

Christ being raised from the dead  

   will never die again; 

death no longer has dominion over him. 

The death he died, he died to sin, once for all,  

but the life he lives, he lives to God. 

So consider yourselves dead to sin  

and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

For as in Adam all die,  

   so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 

Alleluia!      

          * OSL 

 

 

  MORNING PRAYER 

  The Holy One* be with you; 

    And also with you.  

 
Let us pray:  
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We give you hearty thanks for the rest of the past 

night and for the gift of a new day, with its 

opportunities of pleasing you. Grant that we may so 

pass its hours in the perfect freedom of your service, 

that at eventide we may again give thanks unto you. 

Amen.      

[UM Book of Worship]  

 

 1st READING:  Ezekiel 1:1-14, 24-28b  CEB 

In the thirtieth year, on the fifth day of the fourth month, I 

was with the exiles at the Chebar River when the heavens 

opened and I saw visions of God. 2 (It happened on the 

fifth day of the month, in the fifth year after King 

Jehoiachin’s deportation. 3 The LORD’s word burst in on 

the priest Ezekiel, Buzi’s son, in the land of Babylon at the 

Chebar River. There the LORD’s power overcame him.) 

4 As I watched, suddenly a driving storm came out of the 

north, a great cloud flashing fire, with brightness all 

around. At its center, in the middle of the fire, there was 

something like gleaming amber. 5 And inside that were 

forms of four living creatures. This was what they looked 

like: Each had the form of a human being, 6 though each 

had four faces and four wings. 7 Their feet looked like 

proper feet, but the soles of their feet were like calves’ 

hooves, and they shone like burnished bronze. 8 Human 

hands were under their wings on all four sides. All four 

creatures had faces and wings, and 9 their wings touched 

each other’s wings. When they moved, they each went 

straight ahead without turning. 10 As for the form of their 

faces: each of the four had a human face, with a lion’s 

face on the right and a bull’s face on the left, and also an 

eagle’s face. 11 The pairs of wings that stretched out 

overhead touched each other, while the other pairs 

covered their bodies. 12 Each moved straight ahead 

wherever the wind propelled them; they moved without 

turning. 13 Regarding the creatures’ forms: they looked like 

blazing coals, like torches. Fire darted about between the 

creatures and illuminated them, and lightning flashed from 

the fire. 14 The creatures looked like lightning streaking 

back and forth. 

24 Then I heard the sound of their wings when they moved 

forward. It was like the sound of mighty waters, like the 

sound of the Almighty, like the sound of tumult or the 

sound of an army camp. When they stood still, their wings 

came to rest. 25 Then there was a sound from above the 

dome over their heads. They stood still, and their wings 

came to rest. 
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26 Above the dome over their heads, there appeared 

something like lapis lazuli in the form of a throne. Above 

the form of the throne there was a form that looked like a 

human being. 27 Above what looked like his waist, I saw 

something like gleaming amber, something like fire 

enclosing it all around. Below what looked like his waist, I 

saw something that appeared to be fire. Its brightness 

shone all around. 28 Just as a rainbow lights up a cloud on 

a rainy day, so its brightness shone all around. This was 

how the form of the LORD’s glory appeared. When I saw it, 

I fell on my face. I heard the sound of someone speaking. 

Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 

 Psalm 8   NRSV    

You have crowned them with glory and honor. 

     You have given them dominion over  

         the works of your hands; 

O LORD, our Sovereign, 

    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

You have set your glory above the heavens. 

2     Out of the mouths of babes and infants 

you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, 

    to silence the enemy and the avenger. 

3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

    the moon and the stars that you have established; 

4 what are human beings that you are mindful of them, 

    mortals that you care for them? 

5 Yet you have made them a little lower than God, 

    and crowned them with glory and honor. 

6 You have given them dominion over the works of your 

hands; 

    you have put all things under their feet, 

7 all sheep and oxen, 

    and also the beasts of the field, 

8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, 

    whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 

9 O LORD, our Sovereign, 

    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  
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  one God, now and for-ever, A-men.  

You have crowned them with glory and honor. 

     You have given them dominion over  

         the works of your hands; 

 

 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 

 

 

 WORD:  Matthew 28:16-20  CEB  

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the 

mountain where Jesus told them to go. 17 When they saw 

him, they worshipped him, but some doubted. 18 Jesus 

came near and spoke to them, “I’ve received all authority 

in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching 

them to obey everything that I’ve commanded you. Look, I 

myself will be with you every day until the end of this 

present age.” 

Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 

 

 CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH 

We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,  

for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage. 

You have brought forth a strong De-liverer  

in the house of your child David.  

This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:  

deliverance from enemies  

and from the hand of all who hate us;  

mercy a-mong our ancestors,  

and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant.  

This is the promise you swore  

               to our an-cestor, Abraham,  

to make us un-a-fraid,  

to rescue us from our enemies,  

to serve before you, holy and just,  

  all the days of our lives. 

And this, my little child,  

shall be called prophet of the Most High,  

going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths,  

making your people know de-liverance  
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by the forgiveness of their sins.  

Through your merciful compassions, God our God,  

the dawn from on high shall visit us,  

to shine on those kept in dungeons  

     and the shadows of death  

and to guide our feet onto the path of peace.  

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.  

 

 

 

 THE APOSTLE’S CREED   

I believe in God, 

 the Father Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ,  

 his only Son, our Lord; 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  the third day he rose from the dead; 

  he ascended into heaven,  

  and sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty. 

  From there he shall come again to judge 

  the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

 

  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 

 

  COMMEMORATION:      Frances Perkins 

President Roosevelt appointed her to a cabinet post as 

Secretary of Labor, a position she would hold for twelve 

years. As Secretary of Labor, Perkins would have a major 

role in shaping the “New Deal” legislation signed into law 

by President Roosevelt and which had great impact upon 

the nation as it emerged from the Great Depression of the 

early 1930’s. During her years of public service, Frances 

Perkins depended upon her faith, her life of prayer, and 

the guidance of her church for the support she needed to 

assist the United States and its leadership to face the 
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enormous problems of the time. During her time as 

Secretary of Labor, she would take time away from her 

duties on a monthly basis and make a retreat with the All 

Saints’ Sisters of the Poor in nearby Catonsville, 

Maryland. 

* Holy Women, Holy Men 

 

 

  PRAYERS 

 The Holy One be with you,  

      and also with you. 

 
 Let us pray: (stop and pray for those on your heart today) 

 
 
  COLLECT:      Frances Perkins 

Loving God, we bless your Name for Frances Perkins who 

in faithfulness to her baptism sought to build a society in 

which all may live in health and decency: Help us, 

following her example and in union with her prayers, to 

contend tirelessly for justice and for the protection of all, 

that we may be faithful followers of Jesus Christ; who with 

you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

* Holy Women, Holy Men 

 FOR HEALTH OF BODY AND SOUL   

For those we have lifted up today, may God the Father  

bless you, God the Son heal you, God the Holy Spirit  

give you strength. May God the holy and undivided  

Trinity guard your body, save your soul, and bring 

you safely to his heavenly country; where he lives and 

reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

  EASTER SEASON INTERCESSION 

O God, our sovereign, our banquet, our crown:  In the 

resurrection of your Son you have brought us into your 

palace.  Train us to be heirs to your throne, that we may 

shield the needy; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Alleluia. 

 

 

  FOR ALL CHRISTIANS IN THEIR VOCATION 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole 

body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified: 

Receive our supplications and prayers, which we offer 

before you for all members of your holy Church, that in 

their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly 
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serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who 

lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

       

   

  FOR THE VICTIMS OF ADDICTION  

O blessed Lord, you ministered to all who came to you: 

Look with compassion upon all who through addiction 

have lost their health and freedom. Restore to them the 

assurance of your unfailing mercy; remove from them the 

fears that beset them; strengthen them in the work of their 

recovery; and to those who care for them, give patient 

understanding and persevering love. Amen. 

 

 

 

  THE LORD’S PRAYER    

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen.  

 

 

   COLLECT OF THE WEEK    

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such 

good things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our 

hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all 

things and above all things, may obtain your promises, 

which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM  

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time 

with one accord to make our common supplication to 

you; and you have promised through your well-

beloved Son that when two or three are gathered 

together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: 
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Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may 

be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of 

your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

  CONCLUDING PRAYER   

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, 

You have brought us in safety to this new day:  

preserve us with your mighty power,  

that we may not fall into sin,  

nor be overcome by adversity; 

and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

 

  BLESSING  

May grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and 

Jesus the Anointed, the Father’s own Son, surround you 

and be with you always in truth and love.  Amen. 

                2 JOHN 3   VOICE 

 

 

 

Morning Prayer 

 
A ministry of the faithful at 

Elwood United Methodist Church 

 
Unless otherwise noted, prayers used in morning prayer recordings are from  

the Book of Common Prayer under public domain. 
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