Saturday, May 29, 2021

You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come

upon you; and you shall be my witness in Jerusalem, and

in all Judea, and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
Acts 1:8

* OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER
O God, open our lips,
and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.
From the rising of the sun to its setting,

we praise your name, O God.

* REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM
By Word and water God renews us this day
in the living fountain of God’s grace,
and raises us with Christ Jesus
to live a new life in the Spirit. * OSL
Satisfy us in the morning
with your steadfast love, O God,
that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.

* MORNING CANTICLE OF WISDOM

Wisdom has built her house, setting up seven pillars.

She has prepared the food and wine and set her table.
She has sent out her servants
to call out from the Heights above the city:

“Let those who want enlightenment come.

Come, taste my bread and drink my spiced wine.

Give up your foolishness and live,

And walk the path of understanding.”

If you are wise, your reward is wisdom;

If you teach the just, they grow in understanding.
Wisdom begins with reverence for God,

and knowledge of the holy one is insight.
* OSL

* MORNING PRAYER
The Holy One* be with you;
And also with you.

Let us pray:

Give us, O Lord, steadfast hearts, which no unworthy
thought can drag downward, unconquered hearts,
which no tribulation can wear out, upright hearts,

which no unworthy purpose may tempt aside.
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Bestow upon us also, O Lord our God, understanding
to know you, diligence to seek you, wisdom to find
you, and a faithfulness that may finally embrace you;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
(SAINT THOMAS, ITALY, 13TH CENT.)

* 15t READING: Deuteronomy 5:22-33 CEB

22 Those are the words the LORD spoke to your entire
assembly with a loud voice while on the mountain, from
the midst of the fire, the cloud, and the thick smoke. He
added no more. God wrote them on two stone tablets,
then gave them to me.

23 Now once you heard the voice from the darkness while
the mountain was blazing with fire, you came to me—
more specifically, all the chiefs of your tribes and your
elders came— ?*and you said: “Look here! The LORD our
God has shown us his glory and greatness. We’ve heard
his voice come out of the very fire itself. We’ve seen
firsthand that God can speak to a human being and they
can survive! 25 But why should we die? Surely this
massive fire will consume us! If we hear any more of the
LorDp our God’s voice, we will die. %6 Is there anyone who

has heard the living God’s voice speaking out of the very

fire itself, like we have, and survived? 2’ You go and listen
to all that the LORD our God says. Then tell us all that the

LoRrRD our God speaks to you. We'll listen and we'll do it.”

28 The LorD heard what you said, when you said this to
me. The LoRD then told me: | heard what the people said
when they spoke with you. Everything they suggest is
good. 2 If only their minds were like this: always fearing
me and keeping all my commandments so that things
would go well for them and their children forever! 3 Go
and tell them: You may go back to your tents. 3! But you,
Moses, must stay here with me. | will tell you all the
commandments, the regulations, and the case laws that
you must teach the Israelites to do in the land that | am
giving them to possess.

32 So you must carefully do exactly what the LORD your
God commands you. Don’t deviate even a bit! 33 You must
walk the precise path that the LORD your God indicates for
you so that you will live, and so that things will go well for
you, and so you will extend your time on the land that you

will possess.

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!
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* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* Psalm 32 NRsv

Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous,

and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.

1 Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.
2 Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity,

and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

3 While | kept silence, my body wasted away
through my groaning all day long.
4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. selan

5Then | acknowledged my sin to you,
and | did not hide my iniquity;
| said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LoRD,”

and you forgave the guilt of my sin. selah

6 Therefore let all who are faithful
offer prayer to you;

at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters
shall not reach them.

"You are a hiding place for me;

you preserve me from trouble;

you surround me with glad cries of deliverance. selah

81 will instruct you and teach you the way you should go;
| will counsel you with my eye upon you.

9Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding,
whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle,

else it will not stay near you.

10 Many are the torments of the wicked,

but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the
LORD.
11 Be glad in the LorD and rejoice, O righteous,

and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.

Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous,

and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* WORD: Luke 16:19-31 cEB

19“There was a certain rich man who clothed himself in

purple and fine linen, and who feasted luxuriously every
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day. 20 At his gate lay a certain poor man named Lazarus
who was covered with sores. 2! Lazarus longed to eat the
crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table. Instead, dogs

would come and lick his sores.

22“The poor man died and was carried by angels to
Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried.
23 While being tormented in the place of the dead, he
looked up and saw Abraham at a distance with Lazarus at
his side. 2* He shouted, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on
me. Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and
cool my tongue, because I'm suffering in this flame.’ 2> But
Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime
you received good things, whereas Lazarus received
terrible things. Now Lazarus is being comforted and you
are in great pain. % Moreover, a great crevasse has been
fixed between us and you. Those who wish to cross over
from here to you cannot. Neither can anyone cross from

there to us.’

2T“The rich man said, ‘Then | beg you, Father, send
Lazarus to my father’s house. 28 | have five brothers. He
needs to warn them so that they don’t come to this place
of agony.’ 2° Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the

Prophets. They must listen to them.” 3 The rich man said,

‘No, Father Abraham! But if someone from the dead goes
to them, they will change their hearts and lives.’

31 Abraham said, ‘If they don’t listen to Moses and the
Prophets, then neither will they be persuaded if someone

rises from the dead.

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH
We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,
for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage.
You have brought forth a strong De-liverer
in the house of your child David.
This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:
deliverance from enemies and from the hand
of all who hate us;
mercy a-mong our ancestors,
and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant.
This is the promise you swore

to our an-cestor, Abraham,
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to make us un-a-fraid,
to rescue us from our enemies,
to serve before you, holy and just,
all the days of our lives.
And this, my little child,
shall be called prophet of the Most High,
going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths,
making your people know de-liverance
by the forgiveness of their sins.
Through your merciful compassions, God our God,
the dawn from on high shall visit us,
to shine on those kept in dungeons
and the shadows of death
and to guide our feet onto the path of peace.

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.

* THE APOSTLE’S CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty.
From there he shall come again to judge
the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* PRAYERS
The Holy One be with you,
and also with you.

Let us pray: (stop and pray for those on your heart today)
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* FOR A SICK PERSON
O Father of mercies and God of all comfort, our only

help in time of need: We humbly ask you to recognize,
visit, and relieve your sick servants for whom our
prayers are desired. Look upon them with the eyes of
your mercy; comfort them with a sense of your
goodness; preserve them from the temptations of the
enemy; and give them patience under their affliction.
In your good time, restore them to health, and enable
them to live the remainder of their lives in your awe,
and to your glory; and grant that finally they may
dwell with you in life everlasting; through Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.

* PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and

keeping all the men and women of our armed forces at
home and abroad. Defend them day by day with your
heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and
temptations; give them courage to face the perils which
beset them; and grant them a sense of your abiding
presence wherever they may be; through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

* Prayer of Saint Ephrem (306-373)

O Lord and Master of my life, spare me from the spirit of
apathy and meddling, of idle chatter and love of power.
Instead, grant to me, your servant, the spirit of integrity
and humility, of patience and love. Yes, O Lord and God,
grant me the grace to be aware of my sins and not to
judge others, for you are blessed, now and ever and

forever. Amen.

* THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.
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* COLLECT OF THE WEEK
Almighty God, on Pentecost Day you opened the way of

eternal life to every race and nation by the promised gift of
your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the
world by the preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach to
the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

* PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time

with one accord to make our common supplication to
you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered
together in his Name you will be in the midst of them:
Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may
be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.

Amen.

* CONCLUDING PRAYER
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father,
You have brought us in safety to this new day:
preserve us with your mighty power,
that we may not fall into sin,
nor be overcome by adversity;
and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

* BLESSING
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.

Amen!

Philemon 1:25 CEB
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