Tuesday, April 13, 2021 Let us come before God’s presence

Alleluia! Christ is risen. with thanks-giving,*

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! and raise a loud shout with psalms.
For you, O God, are a great God,*

you are great a-bove all gods.

OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER

O God, open our lips,

In your hand are the caverns of the earth,*

and the heights of the hills are yours also.
and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.

. -
From the rising of the sun to its setting, The sea is yours, for you made it,

we praise your name, O God. and your hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down and bend the knee,*

and kneel before God, our Maker.

dREMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM

By Word and water God renews us this day For you are our God,

in the living fountain of God’s grace, and we are the people of your pasture

and raises us with Christ Jesus and the sheep of your hand.*

. . . ice!
to live a new life in the Spirit. ‘oSl Oh, that today we would hearken to your voice!

. . . PsaLm 95:1-7
Sat|sfy us in the morning

with your steadfast love, O God,

that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. dMORNING PRAYER
The Holy One be with you;

And also with you.
JMORNING CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Come, let us sing to the Ho-ly One; *

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our sal-vation. Let us pray:
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Oh God, The Holy Spirit,

come to us, and among us;

come as the wind, and cleanse us;

come as the fire, and burn;

come as the dew, and refresh;

convict, convert, and consecrate many hearts and
lives to our great good and to your greater glory;

and this we ask for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen
[UM Book of Worship.]

* \WielzipH| Daniel 2:1-16 cev

During the second year that Nebuchadnezzar was king,
he had such horrible nightmares that he could not sleep.
2S0 he called in his counselors, advisors, magicians, and
wise men, 3and said, “| am disturbed by a dream that |

don’t understand, and | want you to explain it.”

4They answered in Aramaic, “Your Majesty, we hope you
live forever! We are your servants. Please tell us your

dream, and we will explain what it means.”

5 But the king replied, “No! | have made up my mind. If you

don’t tell me both the dream and its meaning, you will be
chopped to pieces and your houses will be torn down.

6 However, if you do tell me both the dream and its

meaning, you will be greatly rewarded and highly
honored. Now tell me the dream and explain what it

means.”

“Your Majesty,” they said, “if you will only tell us your

dream, we will interpret it for you.”

8 The king replied, “You're just stalling for time, °® because
you know what’s going to happen if you don’t come up
with the answer. You’ve decided to make up a bunch of
lies, hoping | might change my mind. Now tell me the

dream, and that will prove that you can interpret it.”

10 His advisors explained, “Your Majesty, you are
demanding the impossible! No king, not even the most
famous and powerful, has ever ordered his advisors,
magicians, or wise men to do such a thing. It can’t be
done, except by the gods, and they don’t live here on

earth.”

12-13 This made the king so angry that he gave orders for
every wise man in Babylonia to be put to death, including

Daniel and his three friends.

14 Arioch was the king'’s official in charge of putting the
wise men to death. He was on his way to have it done,

when Daniel very wisely went to him 1> and asked, “Why
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did the king give such cruel orders?” After Arioch

explained what had happened, ¢ Daniel rushed off and

said to the king, “If you will just give me some time, I'l

explain your dream.”

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* Psalm 5 NRsv

Listen to the sound of my cry,
my King and my God,
for to you I pray.

1 Give ear to my words, O LORD;
give heed to my sighing.
2 Listen to the sound of my cry,
my King and my God,
for to you | pray.
30 LoRbD, in the morning you hear my voice;

in the morning | plead my case to you, and watch.

4 For you are not a God who delights in wickedness;
evil will not sojourn with you.

5 The boastful will not stand before your eyes;
you hate all evildoers.

6You destroy those who speak lies;
the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful.

"But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love,
will enter your house,

I will bow down toward your holy temple
in awe of you.

8 Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness
because of my enemies;

make your way straight before me.

9 For there is no truth in their mouths;
their hearts are destruction;
their throats are open graves;
they flatter with their tongues.
10 Make them bear their guilt, O God;
let them fall by their own counsels;
because of their many transgressions cast them out,

for they have rebelled against you.

11 But let all who take refuge in you rejoice;

let them ever sing for joy.
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Spread your protection over them, message. But the people of this world hate them, because
so that those who love your name may exult in you. they don’t belong to this world, just as | don't.

12 H .
For you bless the righteous, O LORD; 15 Father, | don’t ask you to take my followers out of the

you cover them with favor as with a shield. world, but keep them safe from the evil one. 16 They don’t

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed, belong to this world, and neither do I. 17 Your word is the
one God, now and for-ever, A-men. truth. So let this truth make them completely yours. 181 am

. : . 19
Listen to the sound of my cry, sending them into the world, just as you sent me. *°| have

my King and my God, given myself completely for their sake, so that they may

for to you | pray. belong completely to the truth.

Holy wisdom, holy word.

|
+ SILENCE FOR REFLECTION Thanks be to God!

*\W[eI3PH John 17:12-19 cev * SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

12While | was with them, | kept them safe by the power

you have given me. | guarded them, and not one of them
* CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH

We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,

was lost, except the one who had to be lost. This

happened so that what the Scriptures say would come

true for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage.

You have brought forth a strong De-liverer

131 am on my way to you. But | say these things while | i the house of vour child David

am still in the world, so that my followers will have the .
This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:

same complete joy that | do. #1 have told them your . .
deliverance from enemies
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and from the hand of all who hate us;
mercy a-mong our ancestors,
and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant.
This is the promise you swore to our an-cestor,
Abraham,
to make us un-a-fraid,
to rescue us from our enemies,
to serve before you, holy and just,
all the days of our lives.
And this, my little child,
shall be called prophet of the Most High,
going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths,
making your people know de-liverance
by the forgiveness of their sins.
Through your merciful compassions, God our God,
the dawn from on high shall visit us,
to shine on those kept in dungeons
and the shadows of death

and to guide our feet onto the path of peace.

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.

JTHE APOSTLE’S CREED)

| believe in God,

the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ,

his only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;
the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty.
From there he shall come again to judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.
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lMPRAYERS * Prayer of Saint Ephrem

O Lord and Master of my life, spare me from the spirit of

The Holy One be with you,

and also with you. apathy and meddling, of idle chatter and love of power.
Instead, grant to me, your servant, the spirit of integrity
Let us pray: (stop and pray for those on your heart today) and humility, of patience and love. Yes, O Lord and God,

grant me the grace to be aware of my sins and not to
* PRAYERS FOR THOSE WHO MOURN

Gracious God, as your son wept with Mary and Martha at

judge others, for you are blessed, now and ever and

_ ' . forever. Amen.
the tomb of Lazarus, look with compassion this day on

those who grieve. Grant them the assurance of your

presence now and faith in your eternal goodness, that in
them may be fulfilled the promise that those who mourn @THE LORD’S PRAYER

shall be comforted; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Our Father in heaven,
United Methodist Hymnal - adapted hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

+ EASTER SEASON INTERCESSION Give us today our daily bread.

O God, our bread, our milk, and our honey: In the Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.

resurrection of your Son you have brought us to your

table. Feed us with your plenty, and enlarge our table Save us from the time of trial

for all the hungry; through Christ our Lord. Amen. and deliver us from evil.

Alleluia. For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.
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* COLLECT OF THE WEEK WJCONCLUDING PRAYER
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father,

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery

established the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that You have brought us in safety to this new day:

all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's preserve us with your mighty power,

Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by that we may not fall into sin,

their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and nor be overcome by adversity;

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,

ever. Amen. through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

* BLESSING
* PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time

Now may the God who brought us peace by raising from

the dead our Lord Jesus Christ so that he would be the

with one accord to make our common supplication to Great Shepherd of his flock: and by the power of the

you; and you have promised through your well- blood of the eternal covenant may he work perfection into

beloved Son that when two or three are gathered - .
every part of you giving you all that you need to fulfill your

together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: destiny. Amen.

Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may

. . . Hebrews 13:20-21a Passion Translation
be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.

Amen.
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Morning Prayer

A ministry of the faithful at
Elwood United Methodist Church
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the Book of Common Prayer under public domain.
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All collects cited * Holy Women, Holy Men are reprinted from
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