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Thursday, April 22, 2021 therefore let us keep the feast,

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the not with the old leaven of malice and evil,

things that are above, where Christ is, seated at but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

the right hand of God.  Colossians 3:1 Christ being raised from the dead
will never die again;
H4OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER death no longer has dominion over him.
O God, open our lips, The death he died, he died to sin, once for all,
and our mouths shall proclaim your praise. but the life he lives, he lives to God.

From the rising of the sun to its setting, So consider yourselves dead to sin

we praise your name, O God. and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.

For as in Adam all die,

W EVMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM so also in Christ shall all be made alive.

By Word and water God renews us this day Alleluial Tost
in the living fountain of God’s grace,
and raises us with Christ Jesus *
to live a new life in the Spirit. * OSL The Holy One* be with you;
Satisfy us in the morning And also with you.
with your steadfast love, O God,
Let us pray:

that we may sing for joy

I Il : ; .
and be glad all our days POALM9014 We give you hearty thanks for the rest of the past

night and for the gift of a new day, with its

WCANTICLE OF THE RESURRECTION opportunities of pleasing you. Grant that we may so
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
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pass its hours in the perfect freedom of your service,
that at eventide we may again give thanks unto you.

Amen.
[UM Book of Worship]

* W@zl Daniel 5:13-30 cev
13When Daniel was brought in, the king said:

So you are Daniel, one of the captives my father brought
back from Judah! 14| was told that the gods have given
you special powers and that you are intelligent and very
wise. 1° Neither my advisors nor the men who talk with the
spirits of the dead could read this writing or tell me what it
means. ® But | have been told that you understand
everything and that you can solve difficult problems. Now
then, if you can read this writing and tell me what it
means, you will become the third most powerful man in
my kingdom. You will wear royal purple robes and have a

gold chain around your neck.
17 Daniel answered:

Your Majesty, | will read the writing and tell you what it
means. But you may keep your gifts or give them to

someone else. 18 Sir, the Most High God made your father

a great and powerful man and brought him much honor
and glory. ° God did such great things for him that people

of all nations and races shook with fear.

Your father had the power of life or death over everyone,
and he could honor or ruin anyone he chose. 2° But when
he became proud and stubborn, his glorious kingdom was
taken from him. 2* His mind became like that of an animal,
and he was forced to stay away from people and live with
wild donkeys. Your father ate grass like an ox, and he
slept outside where his body was soaked with dew. He
was forced to do this until he learned that the Most High

God rules all kingdoms on earth and chooses their kings.

22 King Belshazzar, you knew all of this, but you still
refused to honor the Lord who rules from heaven.

23 Instead, you turned against him and ordered the cups
from his temple to be brought here, so that you and your
wives and officials could drink wine from them. You
praised idols made of silver, gold, bronze, iron, wood, and
stone, even though they cannot see or hear or think. You
refused to worship the God who gives you breath and
controls everything you do. 2* That’'s why he sent the hand

to write this message on the wall.
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2528 The words written there are mene, which means
“‘numbered,” tekel, which means “weighed,” and parsin,
which means “divided.” God has numbered the days of
your kingdom and has brought it to an end. He has
weighed you on his balance scales, and you fall short of
what it takes to be king. So God has divided your kingdom

between the Medes and the Persians.

29 Belshazzar gave a command for Daniel to be made the
third most powerful man in his kingdom and to be given a
purple robe and a gold chain.

30 That same night, the king was killed.

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

* Psalm 37:1-18 NRsv

Take delight in the LORD,

and he will give you the desires of your heart.

1 Do not fret because of the wicked;

do not be envious of wrongdoers,

2 for they will soon fade like the grass,
and wither like the green herb.

3Trust in the LorD, and do good;

so you will live in the land, and enjoy security.
4 Take delight in the LoORD,

and he will give you the desires of your heart.

5 Commit your way to the LORD;
trust in him, and he will act.

6 He will make your vindication shine like the light,
and the justice of your cause like the noonday.

" Be still before the LorDp, and wait patiently for him;
do not fret over those who prosper in their way,

over those who carry out evil devices.

8 Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath.
Do not fret—it leads only to evil.

9 For the wicked shall be cut off,

but those who wait for the LoRD shall inherit the land.

10Yet a little while, and the wicked will be no more;

though you look diligently for their place, they will not

be there.
11 But the meek shall inherit the land,
and delight themselves in abundant prosperity.
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12 The wicked plot against the righteous,
and gnash their teeth at them;
13 put the LorD laughs at the wicked,

for he sees that their day is coming.

14The wicked draw the sword and bend their bows
to bring down the poor and needy,
to kill those who walk uprightly;

15 their sword shall enter their own heart,

and their bows shall be broken.

16 Better is a little that the righteous person has
than the abundance of many wicked.
17 For the arms of the wicked shall be broken,

but the LoRD upholds the righteous.

18 The LorD knows the days of the blameless,

and their heritage will abide forever;

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.

Take delight in the LORD,

and he will give you the desires of your heart.

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

» WEERY Luke 5:1-11 cev

Jesus was standing on the shore of Lake Gennesaret,
teaching the people as they crowded around him to hear
God’s message. * Near the shore he saw two boats left
there by some fishermen who had gone to wash their
nets. 2 Jesus got into the boat that belonged to Simon and
asked him to row it out a little way from the shore. Then

Jesus sat down in the boat to teach the crowd.

4“When Jesus had finished speaking, he told Simon, “Row
the boat out into the deep water and let your nets down to

catch some fish.”

5“Master,” Simon answered, “we have worked hard all
night long and have not caught a thing. But if you tell me
to, | will let the nets down.” ¢ They did it and caught so
many fish that their nets began ripping apart. “ Then they
signaled for their partners in the other boat to come and
help them. The men came, and together they filled the two
boats so full that they both began to sink.

8 When Simon Peter saw this happen, he knelt down in
front of Jesus and said, “Lord, don’t come near me! | am a
sinner.” ® Peter and everyone with him were completely

surprised at all the fish they had caught. 1° His partners
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James and John, the sons of Zebedee, were surprised to our an-cestor, Abraham,
too. to make us un-a-fraid,

to rescue us from our enemies,

Jesus told Simon, “Don’t be afraid! From now on you will

bring in people instead of fish.” 1 The men pulled their to serve before you, holy and just,

all the days of our lives.
And this, my little child,

boats up on the shore. Then they left everything and went

with Jesus.

shall be called prophet of the Most High,
Holy wisdom, holy word.

going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths,
Thanks be to God!

making your people know de-liverance
by the forgiveness of their sins.
* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION Through your merciful compassions, God our God,
the dawn from on high shall visit us,
to shine on those kept in dungeons
* CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH and the shadows of death

We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel, and to guide our feet onto the path of peace.

for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage. Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

You have brought forth a strong De-liverer one God, now and for-ever, A-men.
in the house of your child David.
This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:

deliverance from enemies STHE APOSTLE’S CREED
and from the hand of all who hate us;

| believe in God,
mercy a-mong our ancestors, the Father A|m|ghty’

and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant. maker of heaven and earth.

This is the promise you swore And in Jesus Christ,
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his only Son, our Lord; * FOR HEALTH OF BODY AND SOUL

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, For those we have lifted up today, may God the Father
born of the virgin Mary, bless you, God the Son heal you, God the Holy Spirit
suffered under Pontius Pilate, give you strength. May God the holy and undivided
was crucified, died, and was buried; Trinity guard your body, save your soul, and bring

the third day he rose from the dead; you safely to his heavenly country; where he lives and
he ascended into heaven, reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

and sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty.

From there he shall come again to judge

the living and the dead. * EASTER SEASON INTERCESSION
| believe in the Holy Spirit, O God, our rainbow, our dove, our promised land: In
the holy catholic Church, the resurrection of your Son you have brought us into
the communion of saints, your ark. Protect us from storms, and ferry us to your
the forgiveness of sins, welcoming shore; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
the resurrection of the body, Alleluia.

and the life everlasting. Amen.

* PRAYERS FOR TOWNS and RURAL AREAS

Lord Christ, when you came among us, you proclaimed

the kingdom of God in villages, towns, and lonely places:

jPRAYERS Grant that your presence and power may be known
The Holy One be with you, throughout this land. Have mercy upon all of us who live
and also with you. and work in rural areas especially here in Atlantic County;

and grant that all the people of our nation may give thanks
Let us pray: (stop and pray for those on your heart today)
to you for food and drink and all other bodily necessities of
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life, respect those who labor to produce them, and honor For the kingdom, the power,
the land and the water from which these good things and the glory are yours
come. All this we ask in your holy Name. Amen. now and forever. Amen.

* PRAYER FOR THE MISSION of the CHURCH
Everliving God, whose will it is that all should come to * COLLECT OF THE WEEK

you through your Son Jesus Christ: Inspire our O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his

witness to him, that all may know the power of his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our

forgiveness and the hope of his resurrection; who faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work;

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy

God, now and for ever. Amen. Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

:
THE LORD’S PRAYE * PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
Our Father in heaven,

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time

hallowed be your name, with one accord to make our common supplication to

your kingdom come, you; and you have promised through your well-

your will be done, beloved Son that when two or three are gathered

on earth as in heaven. together in his Name you will be in the midst of them:

Give us today our daily bread. Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may

Forgive us our sins be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of

as we forgive those who sin against us. your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.

Save us from the time of trial Amen.

and deliver us from evil.
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WlCONCLUDING PRAYER Morning Prayer

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father,
You have brought us in safety to this new day: A ministry of the faithful at
preserve us with your mighty power, Elwood United Methodist Church

that we may not fall into sin,
Unless otherwise noted, prayers used in morning prayer recordings are from

nor be overcome by adversity; the Book of Common Prayer under public domain.

and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose, ) o _ _ )
All biographical information and prayers cited * For All the Saints are;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. “Reprinted from For All the Saints: A Calendar of Commemorations for
United Methodists, 2nd edition, editor Heather Josselyn-Cranson,
© 2013 by the Order of Saint Luke. Used by permission.”

All prayers cited * OSL are;
*
BLESSING “Reprinted from The Book of OFFICES and SERVICES of The Order of
May grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Saint Luke, © 2012 by The Order of Saint Luke.

Jesus the Anointed, the Father’s own Son, surround you Used by permission of OSL Publications.

and be with you always in truth and love. Amen. All collects cited * Holy Women, Holy Men are reprinted from
Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the Saints

Copyright © 2010 by The Church Pension Fund

2 JOHN 3 VOICE

All collects cited * Lesser Feasts and Fasts are reprinted from
Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2006
Copyright © 2010 by The Church Pension Fund



