
Friday, April 16, 2021 

Christ has entered, not into a sanctuary made with hands, 

a copy of the true one, but into heaven itself, now to appear 

in the presence of God on our behalf.        Hebrews 9:24 

 

* OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER      

O God, open our lips, 

and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.  

From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

we praise your name, O God.   

 

* REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM  

By Word and water God renews us this day  

in the living fountain of God’s grace, 

and raises us with Christ Jesus  

to live a new life in the Spirit.    * OSL 

 Satisfy us in the morning  

 with your steadfast love, O God, 

 that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. 

 

 

* CANTICLE OF THE RESURRECTION 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

therefore let us keep the feast, 

not with the old leaven of malice and evil, 

but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

Christ being raised from the dead  

   will never die again; 

death no longer has dominion over him. 

The death he died, he died to sin, once for all,  

but the life he lives, he lives to God. 

So consider yourselves dead to sin  

and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

For as in Adam all die,  

   so also in Christ shall all be made alive.       * OSL 

 
 
 
 * MORNING PRAYER 

  The Holy One* be with you; 

    And also with you.  

 
Let us pray:   

Dawn from on high, 

Your light illumines all our days. 

Awaken us to your visitations throughout this day. 

Be merciful in us for the sake of others. 

Make us fearless when confronting injustice and need, that 

we may give you glory in the power of the Spirit.  Amen. 

     * For All the Saints 
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* WORD:  Daniel 3:1-18   CEV     

King Nebuchadnezzar ordered a gold statue to be built 

ninety feet high and nine feet wide. He had it set up in Dura 

Valley near the city of Babylon, 2 and he commanded his 

governors, advisors, treasurers, judges, and his other 

officials to come from everywhere in his kingdom to the 

dedication of the statue. 3 So all of them came and stood in 

front of it. 

4 Then an official stood up and announced: 

People of every nation and race, now listen to the king’s 

command! 5 Trumpets, flutes, harps, and all other kinds of 

musical instruments will soon start playing. When you hear 

the music, you must bow down and worship the statue that 

King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 Anyone who refuses will 

at once be thrown into a flaming furnace. 

7 As soon as the people heard the music, they bowed down 

and worshiped the gold statue that the king had set up. 

8 Some Babylonians used this as a chance to accuse the 

Jews to King Nebuchadnezzar. 9 They said, “Your Majesty, 

we hope you live forever! 10 You commanded everyone to 

bow down and worship the gold statue when the music 

played. 11 And you said that anyone who did not bow down 

and worship it would be thrown into a flaming furnace. 12 Sir, 

you appointed three men to high positions in Babylon 

Province, but they have disobeyed you. Those Jews, 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, refuse to worship your 

gods and the statue you have set up.” 

13 King Nebuchadnezzar was furious. So he sent for the 

three young men and said, 14 “I hear that you refuse to 

worship my gods and the gold statue I have set up. 15 Now I 

am going to give you one more chance. If you bow down and 

worship the statue when you hear the music, everything will 

be all right. But if you don’t, you will at once be thrown into a 

flaming furnace. No god can save you from me.” 

16 The three men replied, “Your Majesty, we don’t need to 

defend ourselves. 17 The God we worship can save us from 

you and your flaming furnace. 18 But even if he doesn’t, we 

still won’t worship your gods and the gold statue you have 

set up.” 

Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

* Psalm 16   NRSV      

I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 

    in the night also my heart instructs me. 
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1 Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 

2 I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord; 

    I have no good apart from you.” 

3 As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, 

    in whom is all my delight. 

4 Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows;  

    their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out 

    or take their names upon my lips. 

5 The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; 

    you hold my lot. 

6 The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; 

    I have a goodly heritage. 

7 I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 

    in the night also my heart instructs me. 

8 I keep the LORD always before me; 

    because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 

9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; 

    my body also rests secure. 

10 For you do not give me up to Sheol, 

    or let your faithful one see the Pit. 

11 You show me the path of life. 

    In your presence there is fullness of joy; 

    in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  

    one God, now and for-ever, A-men.  

I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 

    in the night also my heart instructs me. 

 

 

*  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 

* WORD:  Luke 3:15-22   CEV     

15 Everyone became excited and wondered, “Could John be 

the Messiah?” 

16 John said, “I am just baptizing with water. But someone 

more powerful is going to come, and I am not good enough 

even to untie his sandals.  He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and with fire. 17 His threshing fork is in his hand, and he 

is ready to separate the wheat from the husks. He will store 

the wheat in his barn and burn the husks with a fire that 

never goes out.” 

18 In many different ways John preached the good news to 

the people. 19 But to Herod the ruler, he said, “It was wrong 
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for you to take Herodias, your brother’s wife.” John also said 

that Herod had done many other bad things. 20 Finally, Herod 

put John in jail, and this was the worst thing he had done. 

21 While everyone else was being baptized, Jesus himself 

was baptized. Then as he prayed, the sky opened up, 22 and 

the Holy Spirit came down upon him in the form of a dove. A 

voice from heaven said, “You are my own dear Son, and I 

am pleased with you.” 

Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

*  SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 
 

*  CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH 

We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,  

for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage. 

You have brought forth a strong De-liverer  

in the house of your child David.  

This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:  

deliverance from enemies and from the hand  

of all who hate us;  

mercy a-mong our ancestors,  

and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant.  

This is the promise you swore to our an-cestor, Abraham,  

to make us un-a-fraid,  

to rescue us from our enemies,  

to serve before you, holy and just,  

  all the days of our lives. 

And this, my little child,  

shall be called prophet of the Most High,  

going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths,  

making your people know de-liverance  

by the forgiveness of their sins.  

Through your merciful compassions, God our God,  

the dawn from on high shall visit us,  

to shine on those kept in dungeons  

and the shadows of death  

and to guide our feet onto the path of peace.     LUKE 1:68-79 

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.  

 
 

* THE APOSTLE’S CREED   

I believe in God, 

 the Father Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth.   
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And in Jesus Christ,  

 his only Son, our Lord; 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  the third day he rose from the dead; 

  he ascended into heaven,  

  and sits at the right hand of the Father Almighty. 

  From there he shall come again to judge 

  the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

* SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 

* PRAYERS 

 The Holy One be with you,  

      and also with you. 

Let us pray:  (stop and pray for those on your heart today) 

 

 
 EASTER SEASON INTERCESSION   

O God, our bread, our milk, and our honey: In the 

resurrection of your Son you have brought us to your table.  

Feed us with your plenty, and enlarge our table for all the 

hungry; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  Alleluia. 

 

 

 

+ FOR SOUND GOVERNMENT 

O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we 

may be a people at peace among ourselves and a blessing 

to other nations of the earth. 

Lord, keep this nation under your care. 

 

To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors 

of States, Mayors of Cities, and to all in administrative 

authority, grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their 

duties. 

Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 

 

To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our 

laws in States, Cities, and Towns, give courage, wisdom, 
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and foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, and 

to fulfill our obligations in the community of nations. 

Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 

 

To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding 

and integrity, that human rights may be safeguarded and 

justice served. 

Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 

 

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to 

accept their responsibilities to their fellow citizens, that they 

may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for 

the well-being of our society; that we may serve you faithfully 

in our generation and honor your holy Name. For yours is 

the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. 

Amen. 

 

 

* THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  

and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen.  

 

 

* COLLECT OF THE WEEK     

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery 

established the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all 

who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body 

may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

* PRAYER OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM    

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with 

one accord to make our common supplication to you; 

and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 

that when two or three are gathered together in his 

Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O 
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Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 

granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in 

the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

* CONCLUDING PRAYER  

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, 

You have brought us in safety to this new day:  

preserve us with your mighty power,  

that we may not fall into sin,  

nor be overcome by adversity; 

and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    

 

 

 

* BLESSING  

Finally, brothers and sisters, keep rejoicing and repair 

whatever is broken. Encourage each other, think as one, and 

live at peace; and God, the Author of love and peace, will 

remain with you.  2 Corinthians 13:11  VOICE 
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