Wednesday, December 30, 2020 and the evil ones their thoughts;
And let them turn to the Lord,

+ OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER and he will have compassion,
O God, open our lips, and to our God, for he will richly pardon.
and our mouths shall proclaim your praise. For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
From the rising of the sun to its setting, nor your ways my ways, says the Lord.
we praise your name, O God. For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways,
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
+ REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM

By Word and water God renews us this day For as rain and snow fall from the heavens

in the living fountain of God’s grace, and return not again, but water the earth,

and raises us with Christ Jesus Bringing forth life and giving growth,

to live a new life in the Spirit. * OSL seed for sowing and bread for eating,

Satisfy us in the morning So is my word that goes forth from my mouth;
with your steadfast love, O God, it will not return to me empty;

that we may sing for joy But it will accomplish that which | have purposed,

and be glad all our days. and prosper in that for which | sent it.  isaiah 55:6-11

+ MORNING CANTICLE - The Second Song of Isaiah + MORNING PRAYER

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; The Holy One* be with you;

call upon him when he draws near. And also with you.

Let the wicked forsake their ways



Let us pray: 5 Let them praise the name of the LoORD,

for he commanded and they were cre-ated.
New every morning is your love, great God of light, 6 He established them for-ever and ever;
and all day long you are working for good in the world. he fixed their bounds, which can-not be passed.

Stir up in us desire to serve you, to live peacefully with our

. .
neighbors, and to devote each day to your Son, Praise the LoRD from the earth,

our Savior, Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. you sea monsters and all deeps,

8 fire and hail, snow and frost,

stormy wind fulfilling his com-mand!
+ Psalm 148 NRrsv

9 i -
Joy to the world, Mountains and all hills,

The Lord is comel fruit trees and all cedars!

10wild animals and all cattle,
! Praise the LORD! creeping things and fly-ing birds!

Praise the LorD from the heavens;

oraise him in the heights! 11 Kings of the earth and all peoples,

. . . i |
2 praise him, all his angels: princes and all rulers of the earth!

praise him, all his host! 12Young men and women a-like,

old and young to-gether!

3 Praise him, sun and moon;

praise him, all you shin-ing stars! 13 et them praise the name of the LORD,

4 Praise him, you high-est heavens, for his name alone Is exalted;

and you waters a-bove the heavens! his glory is above earth and heaven.

4 He has raised up a horn for his people,
praise for all his faithful,



for the people of Israel who are close to him.
Praise the LORD!

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.

Joy to the world,

The Lord is come!

+SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

+ WORD: 2 Peter 3:8-13 NRSV

8 But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the
Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand
years are like one day. ® The Lord is not slow about his
promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with
you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to
repentance. 1° But the day of the Lord will come like a
thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud
noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the

earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed.

11 Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way,

what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of

holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the
coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens
will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will
melt with fire? 13 But, in accordance with his promise, we
wait for new heavens and a new earth, where

righteousness is at home.

Holy wisdom, holy word.
Thanks be to God!

+SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

+ CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH

We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,

for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage.
You have brought forth a strong De-liverer
in the house of your child David.
This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:
deliverance from enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us;
mercy a-mong our ancestors,
and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant.

This is the promise



you swore to our an-cestor, Abraham,
to make us un-a-fraid,
to rescue us from our enemies,
to serve before you, holy and just,
all the days of our lives.
And this, my little child,
shall be called prophet of the Most High,
going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths,
making your people know de-liverance
by the forgiveness of their sins.
Through your merciful compassions, God our God,
the dawn from on high shall visit us,
to shine on those kept in dungeons and the
shadows of death

and to guide our feet onto the path of peace.
LUKE 1:68-79

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.

+ THE APOSTLE’S CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our
Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was

crucified, died, and was buried; the third day he rose
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sits at
the right hand of the Father Almighty. From there he
shall come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.

+ COMMEMORATION:
JOSEPHINE BUTLER, pioneer worker among women

Josephine Elizabeth Grey was born in Northumberland in
1828. She was schooled at home, where she read English
and ltalian literature, and translations of the Church
Fathers. When 24 years old, she married George Butler,
then a tutor at Oxford. She was an early advocate of
better provisions for university education for women (see
her contributions to Woman's Work and Woman's Culture,
1869). Later, she focused her energies on the plight of
women on the fringes of society. Having settled in
Liverpool in 1866, she helped to establish homes and
refuges for friendless women, housing large numbers of

them in her own home. The Contagious Disease Acts of



1864, 1866, and 1869 in effect established government
brothels for soldiers and sailors. They placed prostitutes
under police supervision while essentially making it
impossible for them to leave their line of work. The Acts
applied to seaports and garrison towns (although it was
proposed eventually to extend them to the rest of the
country), and they were defended on the grounds that it
was inevitable that soldier and sailors would have sex,
and that it was better that they do so under government
supervision, so as to control the spread of sexually
transmitted diseases (safe sex), and so that men, having
an ample supply of prostitutes at their disposal, would
leave nice girls alone. Mrs Butler led the campaign for the
repeal of these Acts, which finally succeeded in 1886.
This included the abolition of similar arrangements in
British India.

Meanwhile, Mrs Butler extended her concerns to the
continent of Europe. She was able to show that in
Brussels a number of under-age English girls were being
involuntarily held as prostitutes with the connivance of the
police, and the Police Chief and his second in command
were accordingly dismissed. It was largely through her

influence that the laws for the state regulation of vice were

reformed to prevent the enslavement of prostitutes in

Switzerland, Holland, Norway, France, and Italy.

In 1886 her husband (who had given his full support to her
work) fell seriously ill, and she retired from public life to
care for him. She died on 30 December 1906.

By James Kiefer

+SILENCE FOR REFLECTION

+ COLLECT: JOSEPHINE BUTLER

Heavenly father, whose incarnate Son Jesus
Christ said to a sinner brought before him for
judgement, | do not condemn you--go and sin no
more: Mercifully grant that we, like your servant
Josephine Butler, may follow in his footsteps by
working for the dignity, freedom, and restoration
to wholeness of all those who are enslaved by sin
or outcast by society; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

By James Kiefer


http://elvis.rowan.edu/~kilroy/JEK/home.html
http://elvis.rowan.edu/~kilroy/JEK/home.html

+ PRAYERS
The Holy One be with you,
and also with you.

Let us pray:

+ SILENT PRAYER

+ PRAYERS FOR STRENGTH AND CONFIDENCE

Heavenly Father, giver of life and health: Comfort
and relieve your sick servants, and give your power
of healing to those who minister to their needs, that
those for whom our prayers are offered may be
strengthened in their weakness and have confidence
in your loving care; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

+ PRAYERS FOR CONGRESS
O God, the fountain of wisdom, whose will is good and

gracious, and whose law is truth: We implore you so to
guide and bless our Senators and Representatives in
Congress assembled and in the Legislature of this State,
that they may enact such laws as shall please you, to the
glory of your Name and the welfare of this people; through

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

+ PRAYER FOR THE HUMAN FAMILY

O God, you made us in your own image and

redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with
compassion on the whole human family; take away
the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts;
break down the walls that separate us; unite us in
bonds of love; and work through our struggle and
confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth;
that, in your good time, all nations and races may
serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



+ COLLECT OF THE WEEK
Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of

your incarnate Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our
hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

+ THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

+ CONCLUDING PRAYER

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father,

You have brought us in safety to this new day:

preserve us with your mighty power,

that we may not fall into sin,

nor be overcome by adversity;

and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

+ BLESSING

16 And | pray that he would unveil within you the unlimited
riches of his glory and favor until supernatural strength
floods your innermost being with his divine might and

explosive power.

" Then, by constantly using your faith, the life of Christ
will be released deep inside you, and the resting place of

his love will become the very source and root of your life.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours Ephesians 3:16-17

now and forever. Amen. The Passion Translation
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