
Wednesday, December 2, 2020 

 

+ OPENING CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER      

O God, open our lips, 

and our mouths shall proclaim your praise.  

From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

we praise your name, O God.   

 

 

+ REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM  

By Word and water God renews us this day  

in the living fountain of God’s grace, 

and raises us with Christ Jesus  

to live a new life in the Spirit.    * OSL 

 Satisfy us in the morning  

     with your steadfast love, O God,  

that we may sing for joy  

and be glad all our days.     

 

 

 

+ MORNING HYMN    

O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 

Who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height; 

In ancient times did give the law, 

In cloud, and majesty, and awe.  

Rejoice! Rejoice!   

Emmanuel shall come to earth; let love dispel all fear. 

OSL 

 

 

+ MORNING PRAYER 

  The Holy One* be with you; 

    And also with you.  

 

Let us pray:  

 

Give us, O Lord, steadfast hearts, which no unworthy 

thought can drag downward, unconquered hearts, which 

no tribulation can wear out, upright hearts, which no 

unworthy purpose may tempt aside.  Bestow upon us 

also, O Lord our God, understanding to know you, 

diligence to seek you, wisdom to find you, and a 

faithfulness that may finally embrace you; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

(SAINT THOMAS, ITALY, 13TH CENT., ALT.) 

 

 + Psalm 79   NRSV    

Help us, O God of our salvation, 
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    for the glory of your name; 

deliver us, and forgive our sins, 

    for your name’s sake. 

1 O God, the nations have come into your in-her-i-tance; 

    they have defiled your holy temple; 

    they have laid Jerusa-lem in ruins. 

2 They have given the bodies of your servants 

    to the birds of the air for food, 

    the flesh of your faithful to the wild animals of the earth. 

3 They have poured out their blood like water 

    all around Jer-u-sa-lem, 

    and there was no one to bur-y them. 

4 We have become a taunt to our neighbors, 

    mocked and derided by those a-round us. 

5 How long, O LORD? Will you be angry for-ever? 

    Will your jealous wrath burn like fire? 

6 Pour out your anger on the nations 

    that do not know you, 

and on the kingdoms 

    that do not call on your name. 

7 For they have de-vour-ed Jacob 

    and laid waste his hab-i-tation. 

8 Do not remember against us the iniquities of our 

ancestors; 

    let your compassion come speedily to meet us, 

    for we are brought ver-y low. 

9 Help us, O God of our salvation, 

    for the glory of your name; 

deliver us, and forgive our sins, 

    for your name’s sake. 

10 Why should the nations say, 

    “Where is their God?” 

Let the avenging of the outpoured blood of your servants 

    be known among the nations be-fore our eyes. 

11 Let the groans of the prisoners come be-fore you; 

    according to your great power preserve those  

doomed to die. 

12 Return sevenfold into the bosom of our neighbors 

    the taunts with which they taunted you, O Lord! 

13 Then we your people, the flock of your pasture, 

    will give thanks to you for-ever; 

    from generation to generation we will re-count your 

praise. 

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed, 
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one God, now and for-ever, A-men. 

Help us, O God of our salvation, 

    for the glory of your name; 

deliver us, and forgive our sins, 

    for your name’s sake. 

 

Silence 

 

+ WORD:    Luke 21:34-38    CEB 

34 “Take care that your hearts aren’t dulled by drinking 

parties, drunkenness, and the anxieties of day-to-day life. 

Don’t let that day fall upon you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. 

It will come upon everyone who lives on the face of the 

whole earth. 36  Stay alert at all times, praying that you are 

strong enough to escape everything that is about to 

happen and to stand before the Human One.”  

37 Every day Jesus was teaching in the temple, but he 

spent each night on the Mount of Olives. 38 All the people 

rose early in the morning to hear him in the temple area. 

Holy wisdom, holy word.    

Thanks be to God! 
 

+SILENCE FOR REFLECTION  

 

 

+ CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH 

We bless you, Adonai, God of Israel,  

for you come to visit us and ransom us from bondage. 

You have brought forth a strong De-liverer  

in the house of your child David.  

This is what your holy prophets an-nounced:  

deliverance from enemies  

and from the hand of all who hate us;  

mercy a-mong our ancestors,  

and remembrance of your ho-ly covenant.  

This is the promise  

        you swore to our an-cestor, Abraham,  

to make us un-a-fraid,  

to rescue us from our enemies,  

to serve before you, holy and just,  

  all the days of our lives. 

And this, my little child,  

shall be called prophet of the Most High,  

going before you, Adonai, to pre-pare your paths,  

making your people know de-liverance  

by the forgiveness of their sins.  
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  Through your merciful compassions, God our God,  

the dawn from on high shall visit us,  

to shine on those kept in dungeons and the  

         shadows of death  

and to guide our feet onto the path of peace.         

      LUKE 1:68-79 

 

Glory to you, O Trinity, most holy and blessed,  

one God, now and for-ever, A-men.  

 

 

+ COMMEMORATION:  CHANNING MOORE WILLIAMS 

Williams was born in Richmond, Virginia, in 1829, and 

ordained deacon in 1855. The Episcopal Church sent him 

to China, where he was ordained priest in 1857. In 1859 

he was sent to Nagasaki, Japan, and in 1866 was 

consecrated Bishop of China and Japan. 

In 1868 Japan was opened to far greater contact with the 

West than before, and he determined that he could 

achieve best results by concentrating his efforts on Japan. 

In 1874 he relinquished his pastorate in China, and went 

to Tokyo (then called Edo or Yedo), where he founded 

what is now St Paul's University.  In 1878 Williams helped 

unite several mission efforts in the formation of the Holy 

Catholic Church in Japan. In 1889 his health began to fail, 

and he asked to be relieved. In 1893 a successor was 

appointed, and Williams stayed on, living in Kyoto and 

helping to open new mission stations. He returned to 

America in 1908 and died 2 December 1910. 

By James Kiefer 

 

 

Silent reflection 

 

 

 

+ COLLECT:    CHANNING MOORE WILLIAMS 

Almighty and everlasting God, we thank you for your 

servant Channing Moore Williams, whom you called to 

preach the Gospel to the peoples of China and Japan. 

Raise up, we pray, in this and every land heralds and 

evangelists of your kingdom, that your Church may 

proclaim the unsearchable riches of our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

* Holy Women, Holy Men 

 

 

http://elvis.rowan.edu/~kilroy/JEK/home.html
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+ PRAYERS 

 The Holy One be with you,  

      and also with you. 

 

Let us pray:  (pray for those on your heart today) 

 

 

+ SILENT PRAYER  

 

 

+ FOR A SICK PERSON   

O Father of mercies and God of all comfort, our only 

help in time of need: We humbly beseech you to 

behold, visit, and relieve your sick servants for whom 

our prayers are desired.  Look upon them with the 

eyes of your mercy; comfort them with a sense of 

your goodness; preserve them from the temptations 

of the enemy; and give them patience under their 

affliction. In your good time, restore them to health, 

and enable them to live the remainder of their lives in 

your awe, and to your glory; and grant that finally 

they may dwell with you in life everlasting; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

+ PRAYERS FOR UNITY OF THE CHURCH 

O God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, our only 

Savior, the Prince of Peace: Give us grace seriously to lay 

to heart the great dangers we are in by our unhappy 

divisions; take away all hatred and prejudice, and 

whatever else may hinder us from godly union and 

concord; that, as there is but one Body and one Spirit, one 

hope of our calling, one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism, one 

God and Father of us all, so we may be all of one heart 

and of one soul, united in one holy bond of truth and 

peace, of faith and charity, and may with one mind and 

one mouth glorify thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

+ FOR THE RIGHT USE OF GOD'S GIFTS 

Almighty God, whose loving hand has given us all 

that we possess: Grant us grace that we may honor 

you with our substance, and, remembering the 

account which we must one day give, may be faithful 

stewards of your bounty, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen.     
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+ COLLECT OF THE WEEK    

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of 

darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in the time of 

this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to 

visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall 

come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living 

and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through 

him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

 

+ THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen.  

+ CONCLUDING PRAYER   

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, 

You have brought us in safety to this new day:  

preserve us with your mighty power,  

that we may not fall into sin,  

nor be overcome by adversity; 

and in all we do direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.    

 

 

 

+ BLESSING   

God be in your head, and in your understanding. 

God be in your eyes, and in your looking. 

God be in your mouth, and in your speaking. 

God be in your heart, and in your thinking. 

God be at your end, and at your departing. 

                                                  (SARUM LITURGY, ENGLAND, 13TH CENT., ALT.) 
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Morning Prayer 

 
A ministry of the faithful at 

Elwood United Methodist Church 

 
Unless otherwise noted, prayers used in morning prayer recordings are from  

the Book of Common Prayer under public domain. 

 

All biographical information and prayers cited * For All the Saints are; 

“Reprinted from For All the Saints: A Calendar of  Commemorations for  

United Methodists, 2nd edition, editor Heather Josselyn-Cranson,  

© 2013 by the Order of Saint  Luke. Used by permission.” 

 

All prayers cited * OSL are; 

“Reprinted from The Book of OFFICES and SERVICES of The Order of  

Saint Luke,  © 2012 by The Order of Saint Luke. 

Used by permission of OSL Publications.” 

 

All collects cited * Holy Women, Holy Men are reprinted from 

Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the Saints 

Copyright © 2010 by The Church Pension Fund 

 


